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ZEBULON MONTGOMERY PIKE. 

i 

The fortuitous events of moments, like the 
^itroes of a volcano, sometimes belch forth kefoeSy 
■*iiile other men become so from their birth, ha*» 
('.is, and education. The (Vimily of General Pike, 
^3^ amoug the first settlers of New Jet sty, and. 
trriditioD preserves the name^ in remote aucestrV| 
^i' Captain John Pike, as a distinguished/gali'ant, 
hnd brave soldier, in defence of that Colony, in 
''*" early Indian wars to which it was subjected. 
Zebulon M. Pike was born at a place called Ala- 
vitunk, now by corruption Lambertol^,''N Jersey, 
I (iHary 5, 1779. His father whose name wa3 
h hulon, was an officer in the army of the United 
^a(08, at the time of his son'i birth, and never 
'*<" higlier than the ranft of Maior. After having 
^mtd a coitamon school education^ in early 
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vouth, Zebuton Montgomery entered aB a Cade 
into a company, then under bis father's comniand 
in which he served some time on the U. S. westerr 
frontiers. Thus, it may be justly said, that he hac 
been almost nurtured a soldier from bis cradle 
His deficiency of early education was subsequent 
ly supplied by close and ardent study ;—hcnc< 
he became a proficient in the Latin, French, anc 
(afterwards) in the Spanish languages, and wa 
skilled in the mathematical and astronomical sci 
tuces, the fruits of industrious application. 

A short lapse of tihie intervened, when the com 
mission of £nsign and afterwards of Lieutenant it 
the ist Regiment of the U. S. Infantry, was givei 
him. Spurmngidleness in. the calm of peace, h< 
lievoted his time to the acquisition of useful know 
ledge. But he panted for glory and martial re 
BQwu, He seemed to be indued with a spirit no 
ill-suited .to the chivairic notions of the middl< 
ages. Notwithstanding the multifarious object 
which attracted hi3 attention in the pursuit o 
knowledge, Cupid seems to have inflicted a wound 
in his bosom^ for Hymen spread his netj and oui 
hero was caught in the enticing snare. 

In Marcl^ 1801, he married a Miss Clariss: 
Browti, of Cincinnati, Kentucky, who bore bin 
several childreo, only one of whom (a daughter 
survives. 

Among other habits of mental discipline, Pik< 
had a practice of inserting upon the blank page 
of some faT^M^rite volume, such stril^iiig maxim 
of morality, or, sentiments of honour, as occurred 
in hfs i'eading, or were suggested by his own re 
flections. He used a smaH edition of Dodsley*] 
" Economy of Human Life," for this purpose 
Soon aAer his marricigei be presented this ToiuiB( 
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to his wife, who still preserves it as one ofthe most 
precious memorials of her husband's virtues. An 
extract from one of the manuscript pages of this 
volume was published in a periodical work soon 
after his death It was written as a continuation 
ofthe article •• Sincerity/' and is strongly cfaarac- ' 
teristic of the author. 

"Should my country call^for the sacrifice of 
that life which has been devoted to her service 
from early youth, most willingly shall she receive 
It. The sod which covers the brave shall be mois- 
tened by the tears of love and friendship; but if 
I fall far from my friends, and from you, my Clara, 
remember, that ' the choicest tears v^hicb are 
ever shed, are those uhicb bedew the unburied 
head of a soldier,' and, when th'e^e lines shall meet 
ihe eyes of our young— —,ltt the pages of this 
little book be impressed on his mind, as the gift of 
a father who haci nothing to bequeath but his hon- 
our; and let these maxims be ever present to his 
jTiind as he rises from youth to manhood : 

" 1 Preserve your honour free from blemish ! 

"2 Re always ready to die for your country .'" 

'•Z.M.Pike. 

** Kaskaskis, Indiana Territory." 

On the old peace establishment ofour army, then 
composed only of a few Regiments, and employed 
iiitogethcr in garrisoning a few frontier posts, pro- 
inoiion was slow, and the field of action lin)ited 
and obscure. For several years, Lieutenant Pike 
paoled ia vain for an opportunity of gratifying 
that *" all ruling passion,^' which, to use his own 
words, *' swayed him iriesistibly to the profession 
of arms, and the pursuits of military glory." 

At J(D&^h, in 1805, a new career of honourable 
dibtinciion was opened to this active and anpiring 
youth, iioon after the purcltase of Louisiantf, the 
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government of the United States determined upon 
taking measures to explore their new territorv. 
nnd that immense tract of wilderness inciudtu 
within its limits. Besides ascertaining its geogra- 

Ehical boundaries, it was desirable to acquire som^^ 
nowledge of its soil, and natural productions ; oi 
the course of its rivers end their fitness for the 
purpose of navigation, and other uses of civilized 
life ; and also to gain particular information of the 
numbers, character, and power of the tribes or 
Indians who inhabited this territory, and their 
several dispositions towards the United States. 
With these views, while Captains Lewis and 
Clarke were sent to explore the unknown sources 
of the Missouri, Pike was despatched on a similar 
expedition for the purpose of tracing the Alissis- 
sippi to its h«ad. 

On the 9th of August, 1805, Pike accordingly 
embarked at St. Louis, and proceeded up the 
Mississippi, with twenty men, in a stout boat, pro- 
vislonied for four months; but tiiey were soon ob- 
liged .to leave their boats, and proceed on their 
journey by landi or in canoes, which they builti and 
carried with them on their march, after leaviti^^ 
their large boat. Pike's own journal has been fcr . 
some time before the .public, and affords a much 
more satisfactory narrative of the expedition. than 
the narrow limits of a work of this kind cau allow. 
For eight months and twenty days this adven- 
turous soldier, and his faithful band, were almost 
continually exposed to hardship and peril ; depcji- 
ding for provisions upon the precarious for- 
tunes of the chase ; enduring the most pierc- 
ing cold ; and cheerfully submitting to the most 
constant and harrassing toils. They wer^ some- 
limes, for days together, without food, and they 
frequently slept without cover on the bare earth, 
or the snow, during the bitterest inclemency 
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of a northern winter. During this voyage, Pike 
had no intelligent .companion upon whom he could 
rely for any sort of advice or aid, and he literally 
performed the duties of astronomer, surveyori 
commanding officer, clerk, spy, guide, and hunt- 
er; frequently preceding the party for many 
miles, in order to reconnoitre, or rambling for 
whole days in search of deer, or other game for 
provision ; and then returning to his men In the 
evening, hungry, and fatigued, he would sit down 
in the open air, to copy by the light of a fire, the 
notes of his journey, and to plot out the courses of 
the next day. 

His conduct towards the Indians was marked 
with equal good sense, firmness, and humanity ; 
he every where, without violence or fraud, in- 
daced them to submit to the government of the 
United States ; and he made use of the authority 
of his country to put an end to a savage warfare, 
which had, for many years, been carried on with 
the utmost cruelty and rancour between the Sioux 
and the Chippeways, two of the most powerful 
nations of Aborigines remaining on the North 
American continent* He also every where en- 
forced, with eflSect, the laws of the United States 
against supplying the savages with spirituous li- 

Jiuors. Thus, while he wrested their tomahawks 
rem their hands, and compelled them to bury the 
hatchet, he defended them from their own vices, 
and, in the true spirit of humanity and honour, re- 
jected with disdain that cruel and dastardl v policy 
which seeks the security of the civilized man in 
the debasement of the savage. 

In addition to the other objects of Pike's mis- 
sion, as specifically detailed in his instructions, 
he conceived that his duty as a soldier required of 
him an investigation of the views and conduct of 
the British traders, within the limits of our Juris- 
voii. II. 2 
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dictiQU ; and an inquiry into the exact limits of t{ie 
territories of the United States and Great BritaiDv 
This duty he performed, says the author of a (ov^ 
mer sketch of his Uograpby, with the boldness of 
a soldier, and the politeness of a gentleman ; — he 
HBght have justly added, with the disinterested* 
D^s of a. man of honour, and the ability and dis- 
cretion of an enlightened politician. He fbund 
tliat the N»W* Company, by extending their es- 
tablishments and commerce far within the bounds 
of the. United States, and even into the very centre 
of Louisiana, were thus enabled to introduce 
their goods without duty or license into our ter- 
ritories,, to the very great injury of the revenue, 
as well as to the complete exclusion , of our own 
countrymen from all competition, in this trade* 
He perceived, besides, that these establishments 
were made subservient to the purpose of obtain- 
ing an influence over the savages, dangerous to 
the peace, and injurious to the honour and eha* 
racter of our. government, and. he thought it evi« 
dent that, in case of a rupture between the two 
powers, all these posts would be used as rallying 
points for the enemy, and as places of deposit 
fat arms to be distributed to the Indians, to the 
infinite annoyance, if not total ruin, of all the ad- 
joining territories. 

• An opportunity was now presented to him of 
enriching himself for life, by merely using the 
power vested in him by law, and seizing upon the 
immense property of the company which he found 
illegally introduced within our territory. But, 
having been hospitably received at o.ne of their 
principal posts, his high sense of honour would 
not permit him to requite their hospitality by a 
rigorous executionof the Jaws. It is probable, too, 
that he thought so violent .a measure might lead 
:to collisions between the two governments^ with<^ 
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out tending to produce any permanent beneficial 
eflect; and he cheerfully sacrificed all views of 
personal interest to what he conceived to be the 
true interest and honour of his country. By 
means of reprhnands and threats to the inferior 
traders, and a frank acnd spirited remonstratice ta 
the director of the Fond du Lac de|)artnient, "be 
succeeded in pi^ikring a 'stipufotion, that in fu-^ 
tnre no attempt should be made to inflnence any 
•Indian on political affairs, or on any subjects fo« 
reign to trade, end that measures should be imme- 
diately taken to prevent the display of the British 
dag, or any other mark of power, within our domi- 
nion ; togetlier with a promise that such repre- 
sentations should be immediately made to the 
company, and such an arrangement effected with 
regard to duties, as would hereafter set that ques- 
tion at rest. 

His conduct with regard to this subject was, at 
the time, viewed with cold approbation, but the 
events of the present war have borne ample tes-- 
timony to his sagacity and foresight. 

Within two months after his return from thtis 
-expedition, Pike was selected by General Wil- 
kinson for a second perilous journey of hardship 
and adventure. The principal purpose of this 
expetlition was, like that of the former, to explore 
the interior of Louisiana. He was directed t6 
embark at St. Louis, with the Osage captives, 
(about forty in number,) who had been rescued 
fiH>m their enemies, the Potowatoraies, by the in- 
terference of our government, and to transport 
thera to the principal village of their nation ; and 
he was instructed to take this opportunity to 
bring about interviews between the different sa- 
-vage nations, and to endeavour to assuage ani- 
mosities, and establish a permanent peace among 
tfaera. Ho was, after accomplishing these objects^ 
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to continue his route into the interior, and to ex-* 
plore the Mississippi and its tributary streams, 
especially the Arkansaw and Red River, and thus 
to acquire such geographical information as might 
enable government to enter into definitive ar* 
rangements for a boundary line between our new- 
ly acquired territory and North Mexico. 

In the course of this second journey, our adven- 
turous soldier, after leaving the Osage village, en- 
countered hardships, in comparison of which the 
severeties of his former journey seemed to him ease 
and luxury. 

Winter overtook the party unprovided with any 
clothing fit to protect them from cold and storms. 
Their horses died, and for weeks they were ob- 
liged to explore their way, on foot, through the 
wilderness, carrying packs of sixty or seventy 
pounds weight, beside their arms, exposed to the 
bitterest severity of the cold, relying solely on the 
produce of the chase for subsistence, and often, 
for two or three days, altogether without food. 
This part of his journal contains a narrative of a 
series of sufferings sufficient to make the " super- 
fluous, and lust-dieted" son of luxury shudder at 
the bare recital. Several of the men had their 
feet frozen, and all, except Pike and one other, 
were in some degree injured by the intensity of 
the cold. He thus relates the history of two of 
these dreary days : 

" 1 8th January^ Sunday. — ^The doctor and my- 
self, who formerly were untouched by the frost, 
went out to hunt something to preserve existence ; 
near evening we wounded a bufialo with three 
balls, but had the mortification to see him run off 
notwithstanding. We concluded it was useless to 
go home to add to the general gloom, and went 
amongst some rocks, where we encamped, and sat 
up all oight ; from the intense cold it was impos« 
sible to sleep. Hungry and without cover. 
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^ l9th January/, Mowdity.-^'We again took th^ 
fiekl, aiad after crawling about <me mile ia the 
Boovr, got oear enough to shoot eight times amon^ 
a ga»g of buffaloes, at)d could plainly percerve 
two or three to be badly wounded, but by accident 
they took the wiod of us^ and, to our great morti- 
fication, all were able to ran off. By thh time I 
had becotae extremely weak and faint, it being the 
fourth dliy since we bad received sustenance, all 
of which we were marefaing hard, aiid the last 
night bad scarcely closed our eyes to sleep* We 
were inclining our course to a point of wooda, de« 
termioed to remahi absent and die by ourselves^, 
rather than return to our camp and behold the 
tmsery of «ur poor lads, when we discorered a 

Qg of buffaloes coming along at seme distance^ 

ith great exertions, I made out to run at^ place - 
myself behind some cedars-, and by the greatest 
gMd luck the first shot stepped one^ which we killed- 
iii three more shots^ and by the dusk had cut each ' 
of MS a heavy load, with which iitHedetermined im* 
mediaiely to proceed to the campr-^ in order to re^ 
Ueve the anxiety of oor men^ and carry the poor 
fellows some food. We arrived there about twelve 
o'ck>ck, and when I threw my load down, it was 
wHh difficulty I prevented myself from fallmg ; I 
was attacked with a giddiness of the head) which- 
lasted for some minntesr. On the countenances of 
the men was not a frown,, nor a desponding eye» . 
but all seemed happy to hail their^fficer and com-" 
paDfone, yet not a mouthful bad they eal for four 
days. Cm demandmg what were their thoughts^ 
the sergeant replied, the most robust had deter^ 
flttoed Co set out in search ol us en^ the morrow^ 
and Bot return unless they found us or had killed^ 
senaething to preserve the lives ot thetr starving 
eompaBiotts." 

biJbe course otitis fong, toasome, andp^rilouia 
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inarchi Pike displayed a degree of personal hero-* 
isin and hardihood, united with a prudenee and 
sagacity which, had they been exerted on some 
wider theatre of action, would have done honour 
to the most renowned general. The reader^ may^ 
perhaps, smile at this remark, as one of the wild 
exaggerations of a biographer, anxious to dignify 
the character of his hero ; but the truth is, that 
great men owe much of their splendour to fortui- 
tous circumstances, and if Hannibal had made his 
famous march across the Alps at the head of a 
company of foot, instead of an army, his name, if 
it had reached us, would have come down to pos* 
terity with much less dignity than that of our har- 
dy countryman. There are passages in Pike's 
journal of his second expedition, which had they 
been found, with proper alterations of place and 
circumstance, related by Plutarch, or Livy, of one 
of their heroes, would have been cited by every 
schoolboy as examples of military and heroic vir- 
tue. Take, for instance, the account of Pike's 
jGirm and prudent conduct in repressing the first 
symptoms of discontent in his little band, and his 
address upon this occasion to the routineer, and 
they will be found to need but little of the usual 
embellishments of an eloquent historian, to be 
made worthy- of Hannibal himself. 

^^ 24th January^ Saturday, — ^We sallied out in 
the rooming, and shortly after perceived our little 
band, marcning-through the snow, (about two and 
a half feet deep,) silent, and with downcast coun- 
tenances. We joined them, and learnt that they, 
finding the snow to fall so thickly that it was im- 
possible to proceed, had encamped about one 
o'clock the preceding day. As i found all the 
buffaloes had quitted the plains, I determined to 
attempt the traverse of the mountain, in which wq 

persevered until the snow b«cam« so deep it wmi 
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impossible to proceed, when I again turned my 
face to the plain, and for the first time in the voy« 
age found myself discouraged, and, for the first 
time, I heard a man express himself in a seditious 
manner ; he exclaimed, * that it was more than 
human nature could bear, to march three days 
without sustenance, through snows three feet deep, 
and carry burdens only fit for horses,' Sic. &z;c. « 
" As I knew ver^ well the fidelity and attach- 
ment of the majority of the men, and even of this 
poor fellow, and that it was in my power to chas- 
tise him when I thought proper, I passed it by for 
the moment, determined to notice it at a more 
auspicious time. We drag;;ed our weary and ema- 
ciated limbs along until about ten o'clock. The 
Doctor and myself, who were in advance, disco- 
vered some buffaloes on the plain, when we left 
our loads and ordet-s written on the snow, to pro- 
ceed to the nearest woods to encamp. We then 
went in pursuit of the buffaloes, which were on 
the move. 

• *' The Doctor, who was then less reduced than 
myself, ran and got beliind a hill, and shot one 
down^ which stopped the remainder. We crawled 
up to the dead one, and shot from him as many 
as twelve or fourteen times among the gang, when 
they removed out of siffht. We then proceeded 
to cot up the one we bad shot, and after procuring 
each of us a load of the meat, we marched for the 
camp, the smoke of which was in view. We ar- 
rived at the camp to the great joy of our brave 
lads, who immeaiately feasted sumptuously. Af- 
ter our repasty I sent for the lad who had presu- 
med to speak discontentedly in the course of the 
daVf ana addressed him to the following effect : 

* dr^wn, you this day presumed to make use of 
language wliich was seditious and mutinous ; I 

theii pMied it QYer^ pitying your siiuationi and 
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0ttributiitg it to your distress, rather than to jrovr 
iacliuation to sow discontent, amongst the party. 
Had I reserved provisions for ourselves, wtulst 
you were starving ; had we been marching along 
light and at our ease, whilst you were weighed 
down with your burden, then you would have had 
some pretext for your observations ; but when we 
were equally hungry, weary, emaciated, and char* 
ged with burden, which 1 believe my natural 
strength is less able_to bear than any man's in 
tbe party ; when we were always foremost in brea* 
king the road, r«conoit£ring, and the fatigues of 
tbe chase, it was the height of ingratitude in jou 
to let an expression escape which was indicative 
of discontent ; your ready compliance ahd iSrHi 
perseverance I had reason to expect, as the leader 
of men, and my companions in miseries and dati* 
gets. But your duty as a soldier demanded your 
obedience to your officer, and a prohibition of 
such language, which, for this time«l will pardon, 
but assure you, should it ever be repeated, I will 
revenge your ingratitude and punish your disobe- 
dience by instant death. I take this opportunity^ 
likewise, to assure you, soldiers, of my thinks foff 
the obedience, perseverance, and ready contempt; 
of every danger whkh you have generally evin- 
ced ; I assure you, nothing shall be wanting on 
mj part to procure you the rewards of our gov- 
ernment and gratitude of your countrymen.' 

^' They all appeared very much affected, and 
retired with assurances of perseverance in duty." 

Amidst these distresses, after a three months 
winter's march, tbey explored their way to what 
they supposed to be the Red River. Here Ihey 
were met by a party of Spanish cavalry, by wbone 
Pike was informed, to his great astonishment, tbaC 
tfa^ were not on the Red River, but on the Ria> 

4fiL Norte^ ibd in the S|^«ui»h t^rrUorj^ AS ^p» 
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position to this force would have been idle, and be 
reluctant^ submitted to accompany the Spa- 
niards to Santa Fe, to appear before the Gov- 
ernor. Though, to his great mortification, his 
expedition was thus broken off, all hardship was 
now at an end. He was treated on the road with 
great respect and hospitality, though watched and 
guarded with much jealousy ; but he still insisted 
on wearing his sword, and that his men should 
retain their arms. Indeed, it was his resolution, 
had he or any of bis people been ill used, to 8ur« 
prise the euard, carry on their horses, and make 
the best oi their wavto Apaches. 

When he arrived at Santa Fe, his whole dress 
was a blanket coat, blue trowscrs, mocasins, and 
a scarlet cloth cap lined with a fox skin ; his men 
were in leather coats, with leggings, &c. and had 
not a hat in the whole party. But he appeared 
before the Governor with his usual spirit, and in* 
listed on being treated with the respect due to an. 
American officer. From Santa Fe he was sent to* 
the capital of the province of Biscay, to be exa- 
mined by the Commandant-general, where he 
was well received and entertained for some time ; 
after which he was sent on his way home, under 
the escort of a strong party of horse. He arrived 
with his little band at Natchitoches, on the 1st of 
July, 1807. 

The most vexatious circumstance, attending this 
unexpected sequel to the expedition, was the sei- 
ture of all his papers, except his private journal, 
by the Spanish government. He had been fitted 
out with a complete set of mathematical and as- 
tronomical instruments, and had made frequent and 
accurate observations. He had thus ascertained 
the geographical situation of the most important 
points with much precision, and had collected 
materials for an accurate map of a great part ♦f 
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tbe country which he traversed. The fieizofe of 
these papers is a real loss to the cause of science. 
.It is, hovrever, in perfect confonoity to that oar- 
row and purblind policy, which the old Spanish 
government uniformly manifested in the admims* 
tration of its colonies. 

Pike, upon his return, received the thanks of the 
government ; a committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives expressed their high sense of his ^^ zeal, 
j>ei*severance, and intelligence," and the admiat- 
jKtration, much to its honour, bestowed upon him 
Si more solid testimony of approbation, by a rapid 
promotion in the army. He was immediately ap- 
l^ointed Captain, shortly after a Mctjor, aad, upon 
.the further enlai'gement of the army, in 1810, a 
.Colonel of Infantry. 

During the intervals of his military duties, he 
prepared for the press a narrative of. Ins two ex- 
.peditions, accompanied by several valuable ori- 
ginal maps and charts. This was publirJied in 
£vo, in 1810. The work is rather overloaded with 
.unnecessary detail, and the language is careless 
and often inaccurate ; the last fault is, however, in 
a great measure to be attributed to several disad- 
vantageous circumstances under which the worie 
went to press, while the author was at a distance, 
engaged in public service. Still it is sufficiently 
evident that the volume is not the composition of 
a scholar. But it bears the strongest marks of 
an acute, active, busy mind, unaccustomed to 
scientific arrangement, or speculation, but filled 
with a variety of knowledge, all of a useful, prac- 
tical kind. Though entirely unacquainted with 
botany, .zoology, and mineralogy, as scienees, 
Pike had a liberal curiosity, which taught him to 
look upon every object with the eye of a philoso-- 
pher, and to despise no sort of knowledge, thougli 
oe might Dot himself perceive its immediate utility. 
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Above ally the narrative has that unstudied air 
of truth which is to apt to evaporate away in the 
processes of the book*raaking traveller. It retains 
all the clearness and freshness of first impressionsy 
and we are never for a moment left m doubt, 
whether the writer and the traveller are the same 
person. 

Immediately after the declaration of war, Pike 
was stationed%ith his regiment, upon the northern 
frontier, and, upon the commencement of the cam- 
paign of 1813, was appointed a Brigadier'^gene- 
raK 

There was a tincture of enthusiasm in Plke'fi 
character which communicated itself to his whole 
conduct ; in whatsoe%^er pursuit he engaged, he 
entered upon it with his whole soul. But the pro- 
fession of arms had been always his favorite study 
— his "life's employment, and his leisure's charm." 
Having served through every gradation of rank, 
almost from a private, up to a General; and very 
often employed in separate and independent com- 
mands, he was intimately acquainted with alHhe 
minuttie of discipline. The veteran of a peace 
f ^tabltshment is too apt, from the want of greater 
objects, to narrow his mind down to the little de- 
tails of a military life, until, at length, every trifle 
swells up into ideal importance, and the cut of a 
coat or the tying of a neckcloth, seems big with 
the fate of nations. Pike was extremely attentive 
to all the particulars, even to the most minute 
points, of discipline and dress; yet, he gave them 
their due importance, and no more. He did not 
wish to degrade the soldier into a mere living ma- 
chine ; and, while he kept up the strictest disciplinei 
he laboured to make his men feel that this severity 
arose, not from caprice or ill temper, but from 
priociple, and that it had for its sole object thch* 
own glpryi their ease, their health, and safety. 



Sfi BIOGRAPHY or iLHEBICAN 

Careless' of popularity, and negligent of the arts 
by which good will is often conciliated where there 
is no real esteem, he, by the unassuming simplicity 
and frankness of his manners, and the undeviatiog 
honour of his conduct, bound to himself the hearts 
of all around, with the strong ties of respect aod 
affection. 

Thus self-formed, and thus situated, the eyes of 
the army were anxiously cast towards him as the 
chosen champion who was to redeem their repu- 
tation from that disgrace with which it had been 
stained by a long series of disasters. The day for 
^hich his heart had long panted at length arrived 
—a bright day of glory for the hero, of gloom and 
sorrow for his country. He was selected for the 
command of the land forces in an expedition 
against York, the capital of Upper Canada, and 
on the 25th of April, sailed from Sackett's Har- 
bour, in the squadron commanded by Commodore 
Chauncey. The day before the expedition sailed, 
he wrote a letter to his father, prophetic of his 
fate* 

^' I embark to-morrow in the fleet at Sackett's 
Harbour, at the head of a column of 1,500 choice 
troops, on a secret expedition. If success attends 
xoy steps, honour and glory await my name ; if 
defeat, still shall it be said that we died like brave 
men, and conferred honour, even in deaths on the 
American name. 

'^ Should I be the happy moital destined to turn 
the scale of war, will you not rejoice, O my father ? 
May heaven be propitious, and smile on the cause 
of my country ! But if we are destined to fall, 
may my fall be like Wolfe's — to sleep in the arms 
of victory." 

On the 27tb of April, General Pike arrived at 
York, with about seventeen. hundred chosen men, 
and immediately prepared to land. The spot 
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which was selected for landing, was the site of an 
old French fort called Torento, of which scarcely 
any vestiges now remain. The plan of attack was 
formed by General Pilie himself, and clearly and 
minatel^' detailed in his general orders, which were 
directed to be read at the head of every corps : 
every field officer was also directed to carry a 
copy «f them, in order that he might at any mo- 
ment refer to them, and give explanatittns to his 
subordinates. Every thing was arranged, and 
every probable exigency provided for, with admi- 
rable method and precision. 

There is one paragraph of these orders which 
is deeply stamped with that unity of character so 
visible throughout all his actions, and which is, in 
troth, one of the strongest marks of a powerful 
and original miod. 

" No man will load until ordered, except the 
light troops in front, until within a short distance 
of the enemy, and then charge bayonets ; thus let- 
ting the enemy «ee that we can meet them with 
iheir own weapons. Any man firing or quitting 
liis post without orders must be put to instant 
death, as an example may be necessary. . Platoon 
officers will pay the greatest, attention to tlie coot* 
ness and aim of their men in the fire ; their regu« 
iarily and dressing in the charge. The field offi- 
cers will watch over the conduct of the whole. 
Courage and bravery in the field do not more dis- 
tioguish the soldier than humanity after victory ; 
and whatever examples the savage allies of our 
enemies may have given us, the General confident- 
ly hopes, that the blood of an unresisting or yield- 
ing enemy will never stain the weapons of the sol- 
diers of his column. Property must be held sa- 
cred ; and any soldier who shall so far neglect the 
tionourofhis profession as to be guilty of plun- 
dering the inhabitants, shall, if convicted, be pu- 
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iiislied with death. But the coromanding Creneral 
assures the troops, that should they capture a 
large quantity of public stores, he will use his best 
endeavours to procure them a reward from his 
government.^' 

As soon as the debarkation commenced, a body 
of British Grenadiers was paraded on the shore, 
and the Glengary Fencibles, a local force which 
had been disciplined with great care, and has re- 
peatedly proved itself fully equal to any regular 
force, appeared at another point. Large bodies 
of Indians were also seen in different directions, 
while others filled the woods which skirted the 
shore. General Sheaffe commanded in person. 

Forsyth's riflemen were the first to land, and 
they effected tlieir purpose under a heavy fire of 
musquetry and rifles from the Indians and British* 
As soon as the fire from the shore commenced. Ma- 
jor Forsyth had ordered his men to rest for a few 
moments upon their oars, and return the fire. At 
this moment Pike was standing upon the deck of 
his ship. He saw the pause of his first division, 
and, impatient at the delay, exclaimed, '^ I can 
stay here no longer, come, jump into the boat ;" 
and, springing into it, followed by his staff, was 
immediately rowed into the thickest of the fire. 

The infantry had followed the riflemen, and 
formed in platoons as soon as they reached the 
shore* General Pike took the 4:ommand of the 
first platoon which be reached, and ordered the 
whole to prepare for a charge. They mounted 
the bank, and the enemy, aAer a short conflict, 
broke at once, .and fled, in disorder towards the 
works. At that moment the sound of Forsyth's 
bugles was heard, announcing his success at ano- 
ther point. Its effect upon the Indians was almost 
electrical ; they gave a horrible yell, and fled in 
every direction. 
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The ivhole force being now landed and col- 
lected, was again formed and led on by General 
Pikci in person, to attack the enemy's works.— 
Tbey advanced through the woods, and after car- 
r}dng one battery by assault, in the most gallant 
manner, moved on in columns towards the main 
work. The iire of the enemy was soon silenced 
by our artillery, and a flag of surrender was ex* 
pectcd, when a terrible explosion suddenly took 
place from the British maeazine, which had been 
previously prepared for this purpose. Pike, after 
aiding in removing a wounded man with his own 
hands, had sat down on the stomp of a tree with a 
British sergeant, who had been taken, and was em- 
ployed with Captain Nicholson and one of his aids 
in examining the prisoner. The explosion was 
tremendous ; an immense quantity of large stones 
were thrown in every direction with terrible force, 
and scattered destruction and confusion around 
among our troops. The General, hi^aid, Captain 
Nicholson, and the prisoner, fell together, all, ex- 
cept the aid, mortally wounded. General Pike 
was struck on the breast by a heavy stone. 
Shortlv after he received the bl6w, he said to his 
wounded aid, " I am mortallv wounded !-^write to 
my friend Duane, and tell Inm what you know of 
the battle, and to comfort my wife." In the same 
broken manner, he afterwards added several other 
requests relating to his private affairs. 

The command devolved on Colonel Pearce, of 
the 16th regiment of infantry, who sent a flag to 
the enemy, demanding an immediate surrender at 
discretion. The stipulation that private property 
should be respected, was the only condition asked, 
and WM unhesitatingly granted. The British 
General, and a part of his troops, previously es- 
caped. 

The troops were instantly formed again after 
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the ex]:dosion, and, as a body of them passed by 
their wounded general, he said, '* Push on, brave 
fellows, and avenge, your General." While the 
surgeons were carrying him out of the field, a to* 
multuous huzza was heard from our troops ; Pike 
turned his head with an anxious look of inquiry ; 
he was told by a sergeant, " The British union 
jack is coming down, General — the stars are going 
up !" He heaved a heavy sigh, and smiled. He 
was then carried oa board the Commodore's ship, 
where he lingered for a few hours. Just before he 
breathed his last, the British standard was brought 
to him ; he made a sign to have it placed under 
his head, and expired without a groan ! 
His death was a great public misfortune. 



BRIGADIER-GENERAL 

LEONABD COVINGTON. 

^ This gentleman was born in the State of Ma- 
ryland, about the 26th of October, 1768. Hie 
ancestry was highly respectable, and left to their 
posterity, a valuable landed estate, which devol- 
ved, at the decease of his father, on young Cov- 
ington. His father's name was Levin, and the 
subject of this memoir was the elder of two sons. 
In his native state, he received an elegant english 
and mathematical, and partial latin education. 
Hjs pursuit in life, after the death of his father, was 
designed by his mother to be husbandry, on bis 
patrimonial estate. But his inclination led him to 
a far different pursuit — the science of war* Defen- 
sive warfare is both just and honourable ; the stu- 
dy of the art is equally patriotic and useful, when 
pursued for noble purposes : but he who makes it 
a profession through life, regardless of the welfare 
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of bis Country, is the passive slave of tyranny. 
No such ignoble feelings animated Covington's 
breast. 

He entered the army with a Corners commis- 
sion in the Cavalry, shortly after the defeat of Gte- 
neral St. Clair, by the Indians, iti 1791, near the 
Miami villages. In the Action i^ith the savages 
near Fort Recovery, hi^ bravery was put to the 
severest trial. His horse Was shot under him. 
For his conduct and bravery in the severe action 
on the Miami, which followed, he won the admira- 
ttdn and esteetn of his brethred iri arms, and the 

Elaudits of his general. After Genera) Wayne 
ad reduced the savages 16 submission. Coving- 
ion I'^signed his post in the army, and retired to 
his farm, occupying himself with useful pursuits of 
civic life. The high estimation in which he was 
held by his fellow citii^ns, U best tested by the 
various stations to which their suflrages elevated- 
him. He was elected to a seat in the Senate of 
Maryland 5 afterwards td the House of Represen- 
tatives of the Congress of the United States, and 
subseauently was appointed ^ne of the electors of 
President and Vice President of the U. S. Be- 
ing firmly attached to republican principals, hi» 
votes and influence were not lost in the elevation 
of Mr. Jefferson to the Presidential chair; 

In the year 1809, when the injuries which Great 
Britain was heaping upqn his country gave nse 
to the Embargo law, he accepted a Lieutenant- 
eolonel's commissioti df the rejitnent of dragoons, 
then the only oh* in th* U. S. army, Iti conse* 
quence of his station in Louisiana, h^ formed aa 
attachment to that newly acquired Section of the 
United States, purchased a plantation on th^ 
banrks of the Mississippi, not far from NatCh^, to 
wbi<;h he removed his family. 
Ia the iocr^ave of the ai-mvi softer the commenee* 

3* 
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meat of bostilities between the U. S. and Great 
Britain, in 1812, he was promoted from a Colonel 
of horse, to the rank of Brigadier-general, and 
commanded at the Natchez when an invasion was 
expected in that section of the Union. When the 
storm had blown over, he repaired to the North- 
ern frontier where his services were more imme* 
diately wanted. With bis brigade, he set out 
with General Wilkinson in his expedition against 
Montreal, in the autumn of 1813, the failure of 
which resulted from the conduct of General Hamp- 
ton, who evaded the consequences by an early re* 
signation. 

In the battle of Williamsburg, General Coving- 
ton with bis Brigade, was ordered, in conjunction 
with General Swartwout, to out-flank the British 
if possible, and capture bis artillery. Covingtoo, 
while voluntarily leading a detachment of his bri* 
gadeto a charge, was mortally wounded, and 
died in tbvee days afterwards. He was buried with 
military honours at French Mills, at a place now 
called Mount Covington, regretted^ beloved, and 
esteemed by the whole army. 



LIKUTENANT*COLOHEL 

JOHN CHRTSTIE 

Was the thii:d son of Major James Chrystie, of 
the Pennsylvania line, who held a high military 
reputation for his conduct during the revolutiona* 
ry war, soon after the conclusion of which, the 
subject of this biographical sketch was bora in the 
city of New-York. 

Colonel Cl^rystie received his academie, and 
part of his collegiate education at Princeton Col- 
kge, (New* Jersey,) from which he was remov«d^ 
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to Columbia College, (New-York,) where be gra* 
dilated in 1805 or §. He began then- the study 
of the law, which he relinquished in 1808, for the 
coromission of Lieutenant of Artillery, in the ad- 
ditiooal troops then .to be raised. He was att 
tached to Colonel Simmon's regiment, and was 
stationed at Oswego, on Lske Ontario, in the 
State of New- York. There, he commanded a 
whole winter. The spring following, he was or- 
dered to New-Orleans. . From the amiableness 
of bis manners, and the respectability of bis tal- 
ents, he soon attracted the attention of General 
Wilkinson, who took him into his military family^ 
as his aid. He stood high in the confidence of 
the principal officers of the army. In the year 
1811, finding no prospect of active service, he re- 
signed bis commission and re-commenced bis le- 
gal studies in his native city. 

In the commencement of hostilities with Great 
Britain, in 1812, he again entered the service, 
with the commission of Lieutenant-colonel of the 
1 3th regiment, Colonel Schuyler, in the army of 
25,000, just ordered to be raised by Congress. 
With part of his regiment, be accompanied Col-* 
onel Van Renssalear in bis irruption into Cana-^ 
da during the summer of 1812. He commanded 
the regular forces of the United States, at the 
battle of Queenstown, the superior regular offi- 
cers having been wounded in crossing the Niaga- 
ra Strait* Here be sustained the conflict with the 
British and Indians, the greater part of the day.. 
Wounded in the sword hand, he was compelled to 
florrender to an overwhelming force under Gene- 
ral Sheafie, aAer having kept him a long time ia 
check. Several bullets had perforated his clothes. 
Be was sent a prisoner to Montreal, and thence to 
Quebec. During the winter following, be was 
Uncharged on bis parole of boaour^ and returned 
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to New-York. As soon as exchanged, he return* 
ed to active service on the frontiers, just when 
his friend General Pike breathed his last in the 
arms of victory. He was soon after appointed 
Inspector-general of the army, and Colonel of the 
23d regiment. 

He accompanied Geoerals^Dearborn and Lew* 
is into Canada, and was taken with the bilious 
colic at Fort George, which terminated his exis* 
tence in 1813. Short as was his military career, 
it was encircled with a halo of glory which brigh* 
tens the page of American history. His remafns 
were interred with the military honours due to 
his rank and character. 

In disposition be was open, mild, and amiable* 
His mind was well stored with useful knowledge. 
He was full of spirits, animated and brave, and 
passionately fond of an active military life, pant* 
ing for a niche to himself in the temple of fame. 
The grim tyrant of the grave seised bis viettm in 
bis early start on the high road to honour and 
glory, and thus arrested his race for the desired 
goal of his ambition. 



LIEUTENANT 

MILLIiM HENRY AlLEN 

Was a native of Providence, Rhode-Island) 
and was born October 21st, 1784. His father, 
William Allen, a friend to the independence of 
his country, was appointed a Lieutenant in the 
revolutionary army, in the incipiency of the con- 
test, and never sheathed his sword until the free* 
dem of his country was consummated by the peace 
of 1783. Hhi mother was the sister of William 
Jones, Esq, one of the late ^verners of .bis na<- 
tlve state. 
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Although his parents designed to give him a 
classical education, the bent of his genius indu- 
ced them to waive their intention, and to gratify 
his darling passion for. naval life. He conse- 
quently received a Midshipman's warrant, in 
May, 1800. Three months after this, he was or- 
dered to repair on board of the frigate George 
Washington, Captain Baipbridge, which- vessel 
was bound to the Mediterranean, with tribute 
from the United States, to the Dey of Algiers. 
In his letters to his father, he always expressed 
his determination to support the American char- 
acter, by his good conduct as an officer, and his 
demeanour as a gentleman. No peculiarity of 
incident chequered his voyage from the United 
States to Algiers. When arrived at that port, 
however, the scene was changed. The Dey, de- 
signing to court the favour of the Othman Clourt, 
ordered that this frigate should be the beai'er of 
his oblaUons to Constantinople. The reluctance 
and remonstrances of Captain Bainbridge were 
unavailioe, and he submitted to accomplish the 
demand, for the gpod of 'his country. In conse- 
quence of this^etermination,. the George Wash- 
ington sailed for, and arrived at that ancient seat 
of empire, Byzantium. 

It was the first time that the flag of an Ameri- 
can frigate bad waved in the harbour of Constan- 
tinople. The fine order of the ship, and the ex- 
cellent discipline observed among the officers and 
men, tended to impress very high ideas of the 
American character, in a quarter of the world 
where, before, it was unknown. 

Commodore Bainbridge, returned to America 
00 the 19th of April, J 801, when a reduction of 
the navy ensued. Eight days after the return of 
the subject of the present memoir, and before 
that be had an opportunity of visiting his family, 
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that they distinctly heard the men conversing bc- 
iow. They also beard the sentinels oo the wall 
of the battery conversing together. As they 
were returning from the harbour, a heavy gale 
sprang up, and they bad a narrow escape to the 
Nautilus, which vessel was then in the very act of 
leavine her position. During' this cruise, which 
extended from 1804 to 1806, Allen thus writes to 
his correspondent : 

" I was, while at Lisbon, witness to a very lu- 
dicrous ceremony. My ears were saluted by the 
hoarse chaunting of some Portuguese sailors, and 
I perceived about twenty in number approaching, 
bearing a large topsail, barefoot, with their hats 
in their hands, into which the multitude would, 
now and then, drop a six-pence, to save their souls 
from purgatory. On enquiry, I was informed, 
that it was a custom amongst them, when overta- 
ken by a violent gale at sea, instead of trusting 
to their own exertions, to offer up their prayers to 
their guardian saint, and to promise him the best 
sail in the ship, if he would condescend to protect 
them from the dangers of the element. The top- 
sail was then taken to the church in the manner 
described, laid at the foot of the altar, and dedica- 
ted to the saint. It was then appraised by an old 
friar, who, unwilling to distress the votaries of old 
mother church, accepted, as an equivalent, in mo- 
ney, one half of its nominal value. The saint 
has, by this time, become perfectly well acquaint- 
ed with the value of sail-cloth." 
' In the month of October, 1805, Captain Rodg- 
0rs removed to the frigate Constitution, and as- 
sumed the command of the squadron, in conse- 
quence of the return of Captain Barron to the 
United States. Mr. Alkn also removed to the 
Constitution, and was promoted lo a Liuetenancy. 
In a cruise off Capanea, be, in company with Com- 
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modore Rodgers, visited Mount ^tna. Ascead- 
ing the south side of the mountain, the wind, 
blowing from the north, covered that side of their 
bodies exposed to its violence, with frost, while 
the other remained perfectly free. Descending, 
they lost their way amongst fields of lava, but 
were found by the monks in Ihe convents below, 
fie likewise visited Mount Vesuvius, and the cities 
of Herculanenm and Pompeia. He served as 
third Lieutenant on board the Constitution, and 
returned in that ^frigate to the United States, ia "^ 
the year 1806. 

During these sevei^al cruises to the Mediterk'a- 
nean, although nothing transpired on board the 
frigates where he was stationed, that might fairly 
be denominated naval glory, still a peculiarity 
of circumstances gave a lofty and elevated tone 
to the feelings of all the dfficers. An Aofiericaa 
squadron in the waters of the Mediterranean, 
was itself a noveltv. That squadron was small, 
and it was destined to pass undcir the review and 
strict schitiny of English ships of war, occasion- 
ally stationed in those seas, and passing the straits 
of Gibraltar. Personal courage, skill and cor* 
rectness of discipline, could alone ensure them re- 
spect in a company so illusti*ious 9 and to these 
points all their efforts were directed. They f^lt 
the high responsibility attached to their station ; 
and knowing how important the first impression of 
a national character was, they acted up to that 
dignity which the occasion required. 

After this long and fatiguing cruise, be was 
permitted, for a short ^time, to visit his friends and 
relations in Providence. In February, 1807, he 
received orders from government to join the fri« 
gale Chesapeake, commanded by Captain Bar- 
roo, then fitting out for the straits. He remained 
at Philadelphia while the ship was preparing for 
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sea, during which time he was busily employed in 
recruiting men for the service, and then entered 
as third Lieutenant. 

The circumstances preceding and succeeding 
the attaclc y>n the Chesapeake, by the Leopard, 
he handsomely delineated, in a letter to a corres- 
pondent. Therein he expressed his abhorrence 
at tlie conduct of the officer having command of 
the Chesapealie, in tamely submitting to the in- 
dignities offered by the Leopard. His letter to 
the Secretary of the navy, demanding a court of 
.^enquiry to be called upon the Captain, was sign- 
ed by four Lieutenants and the Sailing-master. 
The Secretary replied, '* that their communication 
«did them honour, and their request should be pro- 
,perly attended to." It is difficult to conceive of 
the excoriated state of Lieutenant Allen's mind at 
this time. Words seemed hardly adequate to ex- 
press the indignation he felt at the scenes he had 
witnessed. To have the flag of bis nation dis* 
graced ; and to suffer the wrongs of his bleeding 
countrymen to go tmavenged, was too humilia- 
ting.for his noble spirit to broetc. In a letter to 
his father, he says, " If I am acquitted honoura- 
bly, (in other words, if Commodone Barron is 
condemned,) you may «ee me again ; if jaot, nev- 
er." ** iWe lay here," says he, in another letter, 
*^ ready, at a moment's warning, to wipe from 
our flag that disgrace which has been detailed 
upon it by our blood. When I suffer my memo- 
ry to dwell on this, I feet that I can trifle with 
my existence at pleasure." At length this Ques- 
tion was put to rest by the condemnation of Bar- 
ron, on which Lieutenant Allen makes tliis dry 
remark : " How the court can reconcile some of 
the passages of their opinion with others, I know 
not, unless cowardice can be divided into two kinds, 
personal and official. 
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Intrepidity, however, exposes only a part of 
the character of Lieutenant Allen ; his private 
affections were as warm as his public. While 
bis jfkind was inflamed by a sense of indignant 
sensibility, he was pouring into the ear of mascu^ 
line confidence the complaints of his lacerated 
mind } letters of the same date, to a female friend, 
are replete with domestic tenderness and affec* 
tiott. With this correspondence all is quiet and 
serenity ; he enters .into all the levity of ordinary 
converse, and seems as anxious to veil his heroic 
and indignant passions, as if this indulgence was 
criminal in such intercourse. 

Not one of tite subordinate officers was more 
decidedly opposed to the conduct of Commodore 
Barron, than Lieutenant Allen; yet such was 
the uniform correctness, propriety, and delicacy^ 
of his conduct, that he commanded the esteem of 
that officer's most sanguine adherents. With the 
officers on board the Chesapeake, he was a pecu^ 
liar favourite. 

During the time of the embargo, the Chesa'*- 
peake, to which he was still attached, cruised off 
Block-Island, and captured several vessels ?io^ 
laiing that law. From motives of delicacy he 
desired to be excused, and was excused from 
boarding any vessel belonging to his native state^ 
In a letter on this subject, he says, " I knew that . 
I shoiAJd be compelled to detain such vessels for 
the roost trivial artH'Je, and this would have woun- 
ded my feelings — Even had I met those which I 
could have suffered to pass, I might have labour- 
ed under unjust suspicions, when other officers 
miffht be equally just without such imputations." 

Lieutenant Allen remained in the Chesapeake, 
ia this service, until February, 1809, when he 
was ordered, by the government, to join the fri- 
gate United States, while lying at Washington, 
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under the command of Commodore Decatur.-^ 
The Commodore was himself absent, and the 
equipping of the frigate was a duty that devolved 
on tiie first Lieutenant^ who was not, for the space 
of two months, absent from the navy-yard. The 
ship lay a part of the time at Norfolk, and the re* 
mainder of the time was engaged in short cruises 
on* the coast, until the declaration of war against 
Great Britain in 1812. 

Shortly after, the frigate United States sailed 
upon a cruise, which resulted in the capture of 
the Macedonian. In the action between the two 
vessels, Lieutenant Allen bore a conspicuous part. 
His share in the glorious conflict cannot be bet- 
ter expressed than in the words of Commodore 
Decatur. '' It would be unjust in me, to discrim- 
inate, where all met my fullest expectations. Per- 
mit me, however, to recommend to the particular 
notice of the Secretary, my first Lieutenant, Wil- 
liam H. Allen, who has served with me' upwards 
of five years ; and to his unremitted exertions, in 
disciplining the crew, is to be imputed the obvi- 
ous su[)criority of our gunnery, exhibited in this 
contest." 

To Lieutenant Allen was entrusted the charge 
of bringing the prize into port, and she safely ar- 
rived in the harbour of N'ew-York, on the first 
day of January, 1813, amid the enthusiastic grat- 
ulations of our countrymen. The corporation 
and citizens of the city honoured him, and his 
commander with a splendid and superb festival ; 
and the Legislatures of Rhode-Island and Vir- 
ginia presented him with a sword, as a testimo- 
xiial ot their sense, in commemoration of his gal- 
lant services. 

After tliis. Lieutenant Allen was allowed some 
little respite from the naval service; he visited his 
native islandi and received the kind congratula* 
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tkrns of bis reLui vea and friends, at his paternal 
abode. 'This repose, was, however, but of short 
duration ; the strong and imperious calls of bis 
coaatry once more summoned him to active duty. 
Shortly after the arrival of the Macedonian at 
New-York, the Argus, commanded by Captain 
Sinclair, returned to that port. He obtained leave 
to visit his friends ; and by order of Commodore 
Decatur, Lieutenant Allen took the commaod. 
He thoroughly repaired the vessel, and received 
an order from the Commodore to go in quest of a 
British brig of war, reported to be in the sound. 
The crew of the Hornet, commanded by Lieuten- 
ant Shubrick, volunteered their services. He 
remained in the sound for the space of a week,, 
without meeting, with the enemy, wbe» he receiv- 
ed the orders of the Commodore to return. 

On the death of* Mr. Barlow^, the American- 
minister to the court of France, hi«* govemmenl- 
deemed it expedient to renew the negociation*. 
Mr. (Jrawford was appointed as his successor f and • 
Lieutenant Allen, advanced to the rank of mas* 
(er commandant, was directed to 'command the 
Argus, and to conduct thbt minister to his place : 
of destination. He accepted t ha appointment. 
and sailed with thi& new minister for France. He - 
elnded the vigilance of the blockading squadron^ . 
and arrived at L'Orient in twenty>»three days. . 
He informs the Secretary of the navy, in^his letter ' 
bearing date June 12, 1813, that ^^boshall im^ 
mediately proceed to put in execution his orders' 
as to the ulterior purposes of his destination." 

The business so darkly hinted at, was undoubt*^ 
€dly, to sail in. the Irish channel, and annoy the 
English commerce* This service was extremely. 
perilous ; and there seemed scarcely a possibility.. 
«f escape, it was a service to a man fond of glo- 
wjfj peculiarly invidious. Such conquests were atr 

4* 



42 BlOeRAPBY OF AMBB1€AN 

tended with no honour ; and Captain Allen, in 

compliance with his orders, seemed peculiarly so- 
licitous, tOv make the enemy feel and confess the 
motives by which he was ^ided. The injury 
i¥hich be did to the British commerce. was estima- 
ted to the amount of two millions. In this depre- 
dating warfare his conduct was marked with the 
highest traits of honour. The property of the 
passengers was sacred from hostility ; not an. ar* 
tide of that kind would he suffer to be touched. 
The passengers were allowed to go below, and to 
take what they claimed as their own, and no 
hands belonging to the Argus were permitted . to 
inspect them while they were employed in so 
doing. 

On one occasion, when a passenger had left his 
surtout behind him, it was sent after him in the 
boat : on another occasion. Captain Allen order- 
ed one of his hands, who was detected in the act 
of some petty plunder of this kind, to be fiogge<l 
at the gangway. The English papers, while they 
were writhing under the severe injuries thus in- 
flicted, were unanimous in their testimonials of 
respect to the conduct of this gallant officer, for 
the humanity and delicacy with which he perform- 
<ed a service so invidious. Probably no action of 
his life could more plainly distinguish his charac- 
ter than this : he loved danger as much as he ab- 
horred to plunder the defenceless. 

It appeared very evident, that if prudence was 
consulted, it w as his imperious duty to avoid an 
engagement. The damage which he might have 
done the enemy, by another species of warfare, 
was beyond all comparison greater than by Hsk^ 
ing a battle, even if U)rtune had decided the con- 
troversy in his favour. Even a victory ensured 
capture ; for alone and unsupported as he was, 
his own ship would, in all human probability^ suC- 
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frr material injury, and both the captured and the 
captor become the prize of one of the many fri- 
gates then swarming in the English channel. — > 
These considerations, however, would have but 
little weight with him. He declared, previous to 
his setting out, that he would cun from no two 
masted vessel. Anxious to acquit himself of a 
business which he so much disliked, he sought an 
opportunity to act in a situation more congenial 
to his feelings. 

Accordingly on the 14th of August, 1813, he 
fell in with his Britannic majesty's sloop^f war 
Pelican : and, after a severely contested action, 
the Argus was compelled to surrender ; her com- 
mander having received a mortal wound, in the 
early part of the engagement, of which he died, in 
the 29th year of his age. 

The following letter from John Hawker, Esq. 
ci-devant American vice-consul, will speak for 
itself : 

Plymouth, Jlugust 19^A, 1813. 

Sir,-— The station I have had the honour to 
hold for many years past, of American vice-con- 
sul, calls forth my poignant feelings in the commu- 
nication I have to make to you of the death of 
{our son. Captain Allen, late commander of the 
Fnited States' brig of war Argus, which vessel 
was captured on Saturday last, in the Irish chan- 
nel, after a very sharp action of three quarters of 
an hour, by his Britannic majesty's ship Pelican. 

Early in the action he lost his left leg, but re- 
fused to be carried below, till from loss of blood 
he fainted. . Messrs. Edwards and Delphy, mid« 
fihipmen, and four seamen were killed ; and Lieut. 
Watson, the carpenter, boatswain, boatswain's 
mate, and seven men wounded. Captain Allen 
submitted to amputation above the knee, while at 
ita. He WW yesterday morning attended by very 
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eminent surgical gentleineiii and removed from tiie 
Argus to tiie hospital, where every possible atteii-- 
tion and assistance would have been afforded hiiii> 
had he survived ; but which was not, from the first 
moment, expected, from the shattered state of his 
thigh. At eleven, last night, be breathed bis last ! 
He was sensible at intervals^ until within ten mi- 
nutes of his dissolution, when he sunk exhausted, 
and expired without a struggle ! His lucid inter-) 
vals were very cheerful, and he was satisfied and 
fully sensible that no advice or assistance would 
be wanting. A detached room was prepared by 
the commissary and chief surgeon, and female 
attendants engaged, that every tenderness and 
respect might be experienced. The master, pur- 
ser, surgeon, and one midshipman, accompanied 
Captain Allen, who was also attended by bis two 
servants. 

I have communicated and arranged with the 
officers respecting the funeral, which will be in 
the most respectful, and at the same time, econo- 
mical man-ner. The port Admiral has signified 
th.4t ii is the intention of bis Britannic majesty's 
g<L>vernment, that it be publicly attended by 
officers of rank, and with military .honours. Th^ 
time fixed for procession is on Saturday, at 11, 
A. M. A Lieutenant-coJonel's guard of the royal 
marines is also appointed. A wainscoat coffin 
has been ordered ; on the breast plate of whicb 
will be inscribed as below."^ Mr. Delpby, one of 
the midshipmen, who lost both legs, and died at 
sea, was buried yesterday in St. Andrew's church* 

*.»••••••••*••■•••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••*••*•.••.*••*•••*•••••••••...•.•.•.••••••••» 

^ Tablet) whereon will be recorded the name^ 
rank) agey and character of the deceased, and also of 
the midshipman, will be placed (if it can be contrived) . 
as 1 have sug^gested ; both having lost their lives in ^ 
fight'mg for the honour of their country. 
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yard. I have requested that Captain Allen may 
be buried as near him, on the right (in the same 
vault, if practicable,) as possible. 

I remain, respectfully. Sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant. 

(Signed,) JOHN HAWKER, 

Ci-deyant Amencan vice-consul. 
To Gen. Allen, &c. &c. be. Providence, R. I. 

Agreeably to previous arrangement, the re- 
mains of the departed Allen were interred at Ply- 
mouth; on the 2l8t of August, with ^lilitary ho- 
nours, and every mark of respect due to his rank» 
The flag of his country, unper which he fought, 
was placed on his coffin, as a testimonial of the 
valour with which he had so nobly strove to de- 
fend it ; and his body was deposited at the right 
of the gallant Delphy, who had bled and suffered 
with him. 

Thus lived and thus died William Henry Allen. 

By the company and conversation of the ele- 
gant and polite, the hard and severe duties of the 
sailor acquired a sort of polish, and his character 
presented that combination of gallantry, grace 
and intrepidity, that so irresistibly attracts. In 
the hour of danger, he was calm, intrepid and 
persevering; in private intercourse, guarded, 
affable and delicate. Entering into the navy 
with large and expanded ideas o( honour, the 
perils he encountered, and the hard services he 
endured, consolidated his romantic and floating 
visions into rules and principles of action. By 
never lowering his lofty standard amidst the justle 
of contending difficulties, he at length arrived at 
it ; and new trials served onfy to call into exercise 
new and unexplored resources of fortitude. He 
had so long forsaken every other consideration 
for glory, that he finally measured his life by this 
standard, and felt a repulsive antipathy to what* 
ever fell short of that measure. 



J 
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There has seemed a sort of compact among our 
naval commanders, never to quit their station oa 
deck. Allen, in his mutilated state, refused to be 
canned below, and fainted on the deck from loss of 
blood. Lawrence showed the same determined 
spirit, and never left his station until he was too 
far exhausted by his wounds to animate his men 
by his example. Burrows, although mortally 
wounded at his quarters, still remained at his post, 
survived the action, and there received the sworcl 
^f his gallant and iotrepid antagonist. 

The following extract from Captain Allen'^ 
letter addressed to his sister, will show the cha^ 
r^cter of this intrepid officer in an £^miable light i 

*' When you shall bear that I have ended my 
earthly career, that I only exist ia^tha kind Teroeoi-* 
brance of my friends, you will: forget my follies^ 
forgive my faults, call to mind" some little instances 
dear to refiection, to excuse your love for me, 
and sh^d o.nq tear to the memory of 

HENRY." 



SiiaUTENAHT 

JOHN GUSHING AYLWIN. 

TixoMAS AxLwiiY, a merchant of the town of 
Boston, espoused the sister of the late William 
Cusbing, who at the time of his decease was one 
of the Justices of the Supreme Court of the Uni* 
ted States. In the early stage of the American 
Revolution, Mr. Aylwin removed from Boston 
to Quebec, where he remained during the whole 
contest. At the close of that war, bis son John 
Gushing Aylwm, was born, in the capital of Low- 
er Canada. Hi^ education was more useful than 
specuUtive. He obtained a familiar knowledge 
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of the French Language ; was instrncted in the 
rudiments of Latin, and the elements of Mathe- 
matics. In early life he was rated on board a 
British frigate, commanded by Captain Coffin. 
In consequence of the impressment of one of his 
particular companions, he left the British service 
in disgust. 

Retaining, however, his predeliction for the 
sea, as soon as he lost his parents, he abandoned 
those pursuits which had been pointed out for him, 
and entered an apprentice on board a ship in the 
London trade. 

His master, the Captain of the vessel, did not 
fulfil on his part, the articles which he had enter- 
ed into with Aylwin. Instead of allowing him six 
rooutlis tuition at a naval aicademy, according to 
stipulation, bis master continued him on board the 
ship, which he employed in the West-India trade* 
Ayiwin, nevertheless, so much profited by a short 
experience, that after two voyages, he was ad- 
vanced to be mate of the ship, being then about 
fifteen years of age. Some dispute liaving arisen 
between him and the Captain, the latter wreaked 
upon Ayiwin, a vengeance to him emphatic- 
ally horrible. It was contrivedi that be should be 
kicluapped by a press-gang. 

After his impressment, he was put on board a 
gun brig ; and here every artifice was practised, 
and every means employed, to induce him to 
enter voluntarily into the English service. Pro- 
motion was offered him in case of his compliance, 
and upon bis refusal, his letters to his friends 
were suppressed, and himself continued, from 
day to day, and from year to year, wiiiiout pros- 
pect of deliverance, traversing distant seas, and 
enduring all the diversities of ^ climate. The 
North Sea, the Mediterranean, the Red Sea, the 
Indiaii Oceani and the East-Indies, with all iheir 
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varieties of climate and misery, had tried his pa* 
tience and weakened his frame. His dimioishiDg 
health rendering him less serviceable, he was re- 
leased and came to Boston, after being six years 
in imprisonment. Thus a temporary loss of 
health, was the instrument of a permanent er>joy- 
ment of liberty. Nor were his sufTeriugs unat* 
tended or unrewarded by countervailing advan- 
tages. He had become a finished seaman; and 
having acquired that accomplishment, principally 
during long service in an armed vessel, and hav- 
ing borne a part in several engagements, he was 
likewise a proficient in naval warfare. 

He now entered the merchant service, which 
he prosecuted as master of a vessel for several 
years. At the beginning of the late war, he was 
appointed sailing-master of the frigate Constitu- 
tion, Captain Hull, with an understanding, that 
this appointment should not prejudice his claim 
to promotion as a commissioned ofiicer, and also, 
that such promotion should take place with all 
proper expedition. On the first cruise of the 
Constitution, his seamanship was called into ex- 
ercise. Her escape, after a pursuit of sixty hours, 
on her first putting to sea from the Chesapeake, 
is reckoned among the most masterly manoeuvres 
which have been performed in the navy. In 
such circumstances, the duty of sailing master is 
most important; and in thel event of success, he 
may justly claim a proportionate degree of credit. 

Mr. Aylwin continued on board the Constitu- 
tion till the capture of the Java, which terminated 
his life. At the capture of the Guerriere, he still 
officiated as sailing-master ; and by his display 
of nautical skill, both in bringing her into action 
and managing her during its continuance, called 
forth the applause of Captain Hull, and of every 
person who was witness of it In this action he 
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received a wound from a musket ball, and was 
afterwards appointed Lieutenant, in which cha- 
i*ac(er he again sailed in the Constitution, Captaia 
Bainbridge. In her action with the Java, where 
the capture of the latter was purchased with the 
life of Aylwin, his courage and skill came up to 
the high anticipations which his former merits had 
excited. A musket ball or grape shot, struck him 
Just under the collar bone, and came out at the 
shoulder blade. We close this memoir, by the 
obituary notice furnished to the public by Com- 
modore Bainbridge. 

"Died on board the United States' frigate 
Constitution, at sea, the 28th of January, 1812, of 
wounds received in the action with the Java, Lieu- 
tenant John Cushing Aylwin, of the United States 
navy. He entered the service about the time war 
was declared, as sailing-master, and was promot- 
ed to a Lieutenancy, for his gallant conduct in the 
action with the Guerriere. He was an officer of 
great merit, much esteemed by all who had the 
pleasure of his acquaintance. He had seen much 
of the world, and impro?ed his opportunities of 
observation ; possessed a strong mind, with great 
benevolence of disposition. In his death, our 
country has suffered a great loss — his friends a 
painfufdeprivation. 

" In the action with the Guerriere, he stood on 
an elevated situation, by the side of his brave 
comrades, Morris and Bush, at the time the two 
vessels came in contact, and was wounded in the 
left shoulder with a musket ball. 

*^ In the late action he commanded the forecas- 
tle divisioQ, and his bravery and marked copiness 
throughout the contest, gained him the admira- 
tion of bis commander, and all who bad an oppor- 
tunitv of witnessing him. 

** When boarders were called io repel boarders, 

k'OL. JT. 5 
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he mounted the quarter deck hammock-cloths, and, 
in the act of firing his pistols at the enemy, re- 
ceived a ball through the same shoulder. Not* 
^withstanding the serious nature of his wound, 
he continued at his post until the enemy had 
struck ; and even then did not make known his 
situation until all the wounded had been dressed. 
His zeal and courage did not forsake him in his 
last moments : for, a few days after the action, al- 
though labouring under considerable debility, 
and the most excruciating pain, he repaired to 
quarters, when an engagement was expected with 
a ship, which afterwards proved to be* the Hornet. 
He bore his pain with great and unusual fortitude, 
and expired without a groan. 

*< A dauntless sold erect, who smiled on death.'* 



LIEUTENANT 

WILLIAM BURROWS 

Was born on the 6th of October, 1785, in Ken- 
sington, then near, now joined, to Philadelphia. 
His father, at this time in affluent circumstances, 
designed to give him a Idles lettres education. 
Left to his own inclination, at thirteen years of 
age, his use of books was gratifying only curi- 
osity and amusement, subjects not of lasting im<- 
portance. The accomplishment of polished life, 
necessarily embraced a knowledge of the living 
languages, and for the attainment of this object 
alone was parental authority exercised, which 
was but partially accomplished. A knowledge of 
the French, in particular, was considered an ac- 
complishment of the highest order, in the attain- 
ment of which, the son manifested the greatest re- 
luctance. But in acquiring a knowledge of the 
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Station he honourably fulfilled, during the Tripo- 
line war. 

The particular part acted by Lieutenant Bur- 
rows in this warfare is not known ; he maintain- 
ed, on the subject of his personal exploits, a pro- 
found silence. He never would be the herald of 
his own fame; but he was just to the merits of his 
brother officers ; and very rarely, could he be in- 
duced to speak of affairs in which himself was an 
actor. Whatever was known of Burrows came 
from other sources. It is a striking fact, that 
none are more ignorant of his personal exploits 
than his own immediate relatives. He professed, 
on all occasions, his contempt of those officers* 
who embraced every opportunity to proclaim 
their own merits. 

In 1807, he returned from Tripoli to his native 
country ; and in the following year, was attached 
to the Philadelphia station, and employed in the 
bay and river Delaware, as commander of gun- 
boat No. 119, enfoi'cing the provisions of the em- 
bargo law. 

His wit was mingled with a species of whim, that 
may more properly be denominated humour. 
With an inflexible gravity of face, he would set 
the table in a roar, and then reprove his guests 
for the turbulence of their miiHh. Not a single 
smile would enliven the gravity of his visage, 
while all the company were vociferous in their joy. 
In this action and retro-action, between mock 
solemnity and uncontrolable mirth, Lieutenant 
Burrows was pre-eminent. Under the pretext of 
repressing the mirth of conversation, he enlivened 
it beyond all bounds, and could assume any char- 



* A biting sarcasm this, on the host of Military 
PufftTM^ of musroom growth) during the late war« 
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acter he thought proper. While employed in a 
service in which his master passion of glory 
could receive no gratification, he gave this singu- 
lar species of whim and eccentricity full play. He 
would, while on shore, have the grave and sa- 
turnine character of the severe and unbending 
moralist, or the light and airy fop, as occasion 
demanded.' Whatever character was wanting to 
coropletS the conviviality of the group, when as- 
sembled, Burrows assumed it. By this happy 
versatility of talent he became a desirable guest at 
every table, and was the favourite of all classes 
of men. His approach was hailed as the certain 
preourser of wit and humour ; and the company, 
on the second interview, were sure of beholding 
him in a character entirely different from the first. 
By this happy combination of humour, and an ec« 
centricity always sparkling, and always various, 
while he rigidly enforced tlie observance of the 
embargo law, he acquired the confidence and af- 
it^ction of the inhabitants. He relieved the as-* 
pei ities of this unthankful service by such arts ; 
and the citizens supplied him with the best pro- 
visions, for the use of the men whom he com* 
rnanded, and were incessant in their invitations 
for hiia to become a guest at their tables^ When 
he was called offfrom this service, it was a subject 
of general regret. 

Ill ISOQ, he was ordiered to join the frigate Pre- 
sident, Captain Bainbridge. From this ship he 
was transferi'ed to the sloop of war Hornet, as 
first Lieutenant, under Captain Hunt. In a dan- 
gerous and heavy gale, his brother officers have 
reported, that by his superior skill and intrepidi- 
ty, as an officer, the ship and the crew were both: 
preserved from what tfity deemed inevitable de- 
struction. 

1q his promotion to a Lieutenancy, he found 

6* 
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himself outranked by his junior officers. This 
was so severely wounding to. his pride, that he 
remonstrated to the proper department, in very 
feeling terms. He stated that he was now com- 
manded by Lieutenants, who had formerly served 
under him, in the Tripoline war. To withdraw 
a commission from the individual on whom it is 
conferred, to declare an officer unworthy of the 
honour thus bestowed, is an outrage of ffaf same 
character as to wantonly place a junior over the 
head of his senior officer. Whether objections 
of this nature weighed with the government, we 
know not : but certain his remonstrances proved 
inefiectual. Finding that there was no prospect 
of having his complaints listened to, with a fa- 
vourable ear, be tendered his resignation to Mr. 
Secretary Hamilton, at the time of that gentle- 
man's going out of office. It was not accepted, 
and Lieutenant Burrows had now to bear with 
fortitude what he was unable to remedy. He 
applied to the government in March, 1812, for a 
furlough, for the purpose of prosecuting a voyage 
to India, which was granted. He found this in- 
dispensable, as his circumstances were, at this 
time, somewhat embarrassed ; and he accordingly 
went on board the ship Thomas Penrose, from 
Philadelphia, bound to Canton, under the com- 
inand of Captain Ainsley, of that city. On the 
return passage, the ship was cuptured and car- 
ried into Barbadoes. Lieutenant Burrows arriv- 
ed in the United States, on his parole, in June, 
1813, and in the succeeding month, was regularly 
exchanged. 

Shortly aAer this, be was ordered by govern- 
ment to repair to Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, 
and to take the commani of the United States' 
sloop of war Enterprise, then in a state of readiness 
for sea. His nind was still sore with a sense of bis 
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unredressed grievance, on the subject of his rank. 
But the prospect of active service gratified his 
love of glory, which suspended all other consi* 
derations. He declared to an intimate friend^ 
that be would serve during the war, and that he 
would then dash his commission in the fire. He 
sacrificed all minor feelings, and promptly ac- 
cepted the appointment. 

The Enterprise left the harbour of Portsmouth 
on the 5th of September, 1814. The next day, 
she fell in with his Britannic majesty's brig the 
Boxer, mounting sixteen eighteen pound carro- 
Hades, and two long nine pounders. The Boxer 
fired a shot, hoisted English colours, and imme-* 
diately bore down upon the Enterprise. The 
Amencan vessel was tacking and making prepa- 
rations for action. Having obtained the weatoer 
gage, she manoeuvred for some time to try her 
sailing, and to ascertain the force of her antago* 
nist. At length she shortened sail) hoisted three 
ensigns, and fired three shot in answer. The 
action now grew warm ; the Boxer bore within 
half pistol shot of the Enterprise,, and; giving 
three cheers, fired her starboaitl broadside. She 
was answered by three cheers and a larboard 
broadside from the Enterprise, and the action 
became general. The Enterprise having the std- 
vantage of the wind, ranged ahead of her enemy, 
rounded to on the larboard tack, and commenced 
a raking broadside. The enemy's maintopsail 
and topsail-yards came down, and the Enterprise 
taking a position on the starboard bow ot the 
Boxer, ana opening a raking fire, trompelled the 
enemy to «ry for quarters. Their colors were 
nailed to the mast, and could not be hauled down.. 
This action was continued for forty^-five minutes^ 
during which time the Boxer received much da- 
mage in ss^ils, rigging, spars and bull. The £u« 
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iMiI devices, to cBih of Ihe torn-' 
IS of the aforesBKl vosstl ; in t«^J 
ii:liM;nsi', viittTluint-d by Congress, *^ 
I 1^ diiil good conduct oTlhe office 
utd crew, in ttic conflict nitli th<- British sloop 
loKCf, on llii; I'oiirth of H(>[>tfinbcr, in tlie year 
nc thoiitnnd ci>r||t hundred and thirteen. Ami 
pe Prwirffftt is nlso rcqui'iilecl to commiinicati; 
t the nearest male n-lation of Lieutenant Bur- J 
IPIvi, ihc dfcp ri'Krcl wlucli Congress feel for llic J 
_M< of thai vtilublv oflicer, who ditd (d the arras 1 
iif victory, uobly contending for bis country's 1 
rrffhlK and fnme." 

xlie rtiimliu of the gnllaiit commanders, (Bur- 
xtws and Etlythe) were buried at Portland, wil[l| 
■itilarj lioncnns. 
I The fiillonicig mcmoriul wns canted to be In- 
kribed on tbe monumeat of the gallant Lirulen- 
m Burroivf, of Portland, by Mr. M. U Uavis, 
r New-VoHi : 

"Bencftth this stone, moulders ibc body of 
Tllbm Uiirrows, late coniniiinder of the United , 
B(Rt«s* brig CnleriH'he, who was mortally wound- J 
il on Ihe 6lli of September, 1613. in »n nctionj 
|lbicb conlnbiited to increane the fame of Amcv-I 
1 valour, by cupluring bis Britannic Majesty'sl 
.HffBoxi'r, after a severe coniest of fortv-6vej 
Jutial«*. A pitting stranger has creeled thJil 
■antimcut nf respcet to tbo name of a patriot, 
ftlio,. ill Un! hour of peril, iitjeyed the loud sum* 
OBI of ini injnn^d country, and who gallantly I 
ttighl, luid eoiiqucrcd lh« focnii-B." 
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played. At this time, Mr. Lawrence was appoint- 
ed a Lieutenant, and assumed the command of the 
schooner Enterprise. During this expedition he 
volunteered in the hazardous exploit of destroy- 
ing the frigate Philadelphia, and accompanied 
Decatur as his first Lieutenant. The brilliant 
success of that enterprise is well known, and for 
the gallantry and skill displayed on that occasion, 
Decatur was made Post-captain, while Lawrence 
in common with the other officers and crew, was 
voted, by Congress, only two months extra pay — 
which he declined accepting. ^ 

The harbour of Tripoli seemed now to have 
become a sort of rendezvous and school for the 
American infant navy. The coast of Barbary 
Tvas the field of their first experience and youth- 
ful achievement. The most of the oflicers may 
be fairly styled young heroes full of life, spirit 
and enthusiasm — It was there they formed those 
strong ties of brotherly love and friendship, that 
natural confidence, which has distinguished them 
for that bold spirit and defiance of danger, evin- 
ced throughout the late war, and whi<^h is with- 
out -a parallel in any other nation of the same du- 
ration. 

Nearly three years and A half, did Lawrence 
remain on the Mediterranean station, after which 
he returned to the United States with Commodore 
Preble, and was sent out as commander of gun- 
boat No. 6, in which station he remained for six- 
teen months ; after this, he acfted as first Lieuten- 
ant of the Constitution, and as commander suc- 
cessively of the Vixen, the Wasp, the Argus, and 
the Hornet. 

In 1808, he was married to the daughter of Mr. 
ATontdavert, a respectable merchant of New- 
iork. 

Soon after the commencement of the late war 
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against Great Britain and its dependencies, he 
sailed in the Hornet sloop of war, as part of the 
squadron that cruised under Commodore Rod- 
gers. While he was absent on this cruise, Lieuten- 
ant Morris was promoted to the rank of Post-<:ap- 
tain, for his bravery and skill as first Lieutenant 
of the Constitution, in the action with the Guer- 
riere. 

This appointment, as it raised him two grades, 
and placed him over the head of older officers, 
gave just offence to many of the navy, who could 
not brook that the regular rules of the service 
should be infringed. It was thought partially un- 
just, as giving him rank above TLawrence, who 
Lad equally distinguished himself as first Lieuten- 
ant of Decatur, and who, at present was but mas- 
ter and commander. 

On returning from this cruise, Lawrence con- 
sulted with his friends, and addressed a memo- 
rial to the Senate, in a letter to the Secretary of 
the Navy, wherein, after acknowleding the great 
merits and services of C^^ptain Morris, he remon- 
strated in the most respectful and temperate, but 
firm and manly language, on the impropriety of 
his promotion,' as being contrary to the nature of 
naval precedence, and particularly as'it respect- 
ed himself.; at the same time he frankly mention- 
ed that lie should be compelled, however reluct- 
antly, to leave the service, if thus improperly out- 
ranked. 

The reply of the Secretary was brief and sin- 
gular — barely observing — " that if he thought pro- 
per to leave the sermce ivithoiit a cati^e, there would 
still remain heroes and patriots enough to support 
theflag:^ 

This laconic epistle did not come directly to 
Lawrence's hands, as be had then set out on 
another cruise to the Brazils, with Commodore 
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Bainbridge, in the Constitution. . Off. the ,Braxi1S| 
they fell in with a British sloop of war called ciie 
Boone Citoyehne, having a large amount of 
specie on board, which they chased into St. S:il- 
vadore. This vessel was larger and of greater 
force than the Hornet, yet Captain Lawrence 
had contrived to have information communicated 
to Captain Green of the Bonne Citoyenne, ac- 
quainting him that he wished for an interview, 
and pledging his honour that neither the Consti- 
tution nor any other vessel would interfere, which 
was supported by a similar one given by Commo- 
dore Bainbridge, that he should not interfere ; 
yd Captain Green declined the combat, alleging, 
that though perfectly satisfied that the event of 
such a rencouiitre would be honourable to his ship, 
yet he was equally convinced that Commodore 
Bainbridge could not swerve so much from the 
paramount duty he owed his country, as to be- 
come an inactive spectator, and see a ship belong- 
ing to the very squadron under his orders, fall 
into the hands of the enemy. 

It was immediately made known to Green that 
Commodore Bainbridge left the Hornet fur four 
(lays, off from the harbour in which the Bonne 
Citoyenne lay ; and at the distance of forty miles* 
Lawrence afterwards went into the harbour and 
remained three days, when he might only have 
remained twenty-four hours had Captain Green 
requested it. At length the Constitution went 
off altogether, leaving Lawrence to blockade 
the Bonne Citoyenne, which he did for nearly a 
month, Captain Green not judging it proper to 
risk an encounter. , The only excuse that could 
have been made for Green, is, that be did not think 
himself fit to depart from the purpose of his yoy- 
14'^e, and risk his vessel in a contest for mere indi- 
\idual reputation. The arrival of the British 
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ship Montague, of 74 gans, from Rio Janerio, 
obliged Captain Lawrence to change his crutsiug 

ground, on the tweaty*fotirtfa of January. The 
[ontagtie had been expressly sent for the pur* 
pose of rdieving the Bonne Cityonne and a Bri- 
tish packet of 12 gunSi which also' lay at St. Sal- 
widore. Ditring this cruise, Captain Lawrenee 
fell in with the British brig Peacock, Captain 
Feake, off Demerara, a vessel of about equal 
force. The combat commenced within half pisr 
tol shot, and so tremendous, was the fire from the 
Hornet, that, in fifteen minutes, the Peacock sur- 
rendered and made sirasis of distress, being in a 
sinking condition. Her msun-mast had gone by 
the board and she was altogether reduced to an 
absolute wreck, in so great a degree that, not- 
withstanding ever^ exertion was made to keep her 
afloat until the prisoners could be removea, she 
sunk with thirteen of her crew, and three brave 
American tars, who thus nobly perished in endea- 
vouring to relieve a conquered foe. ' A.mdng the 
slain on boar4 the Peacock, was found the body 
of Captaia Peake, who was wounded twice du- 
ring the action, the last of which proved mortal. 
His body was wrapped in bis flag^ as a shroud, 
and laid in the cabin. 

During the battle, the BriUsb brig L'Espeigle, 
mounting fifteen thirty-two pound carronades, 
and two lonff nines, lay at anchor about six miles 
in shore* The Hornet accordin^y was put im^ 
mediately in a situation for commencing another 
action, and in about three boars was in complete 
irepair, but the ene^ny did not think proper to 
make any attack* 

The conduct of Captain Lawrence towards the 
prisoners was truly humane and commendable^ 
and such has been the conduct generally of all the 
officers of our navyi on sioular occasions* Tlie 



nffieen of the Peacock, on their arrhrd at New-* 
York, said, '^ they ceased to consider tiiemselves 
as prisoners ;" besides making a public acknow* 
ledgement in the Newspapers, to Captun Law* 
rence, for iiis good treo/troent, &c. 

It most also be recorded to the honour of the 
Hornet's crew, that on observing the Peacock's 
prisoners had lost all their clothing by the sink* 
ing of their ship, these good fellows made a nius« 
ler, and from their own wardrobes supplied each 
prisoner with two shirts and a blue jacket and 
browsers* 

On returning to this country, Ci^ptaia Lawrence 
was received with great distinction and applause, 
and various public bodies conferred on him pecu* 
liar tokens of approbation. While absent, the 
rank of Postncaptain had been conferred on him, 
and shortly after his return, he received a letter 
fron the Secretary of the navy, offin-ing him the 
command of the frigate Constitution, provided 
neither Captains Porter ot* Evans applied for it, 
they being older officers. Captain Lawrence res- 
pectfully declined this conditional appointment, 
for eaiisutctory reasons which he stated to the Sec** 
retary. He then received an smeonditiooal ap» 
pointment to that frigate, and directions to super* 
intend the Navy-yard at New-fork, in the absence 
of Captain Ludlow. The next day, to his great 
surprise and chagrin, he received counter orders, 
with instructions to take command of the frigate 
Chesapeake, then lying at Boston, nearly ready 
for sea. This appointment was particolarly dis- 
agreeable to him. He was prejudiced aeainst 
the Chesapeake, both from her being consiaered 
the worst ship in our navy, and from having been 
in a manner disgraced in the affair with the Leop«- 
ard. , This last circumstance had acquired her 
the character of an unlucky ship«--the worst of 
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Stigmas amon^ sailors, who are devout believers 
in good and bad luck ; and so detrimental was it 
to this vessel, that it has been difficult to recruit 
crews for her. 

The extreme repugnance that Captain Law- 
rence felt to this appointment, induced him to 
write to the Secretary of the navy, requesting to 
be continued in the command of the Hornet. Be- 
sides, it was his wish to remain some short time in 
port, and enjoy a little repose in the bosom of bis 
family : particularly as bis wife was in that del- 
icate situation, that most calls forth the tender- 
ness and solicitude of an affectionate husband. 
But though he wrote four letters to the Secretary 
he never received an answer, and was obliged re- 
luctantly to acquiesce. 

While laying in Boston roads, nearly ready 
for sea, the British frigate Shannon appeared off 
the harbour, and made signals expressive of a chal- 
lenge. The brave Lawrence immediately deter- 
mined on accepting it, though conscious at the 
time of the great disparity between the two ships. 
The Shannon w^s a prime vessel, equipped in an 
extraordinary manner, for the ep^press purpose of 
combating advantageously one ^f our largest fri- 
gates. She had an unusually numerous crew of 
picked men, thoroughly disciplined and well offi- 
cered. She was commanded by Captain Broke, 
one of the bravest and ablest officers in the ser- 
vice, who fought merely for reputation. 

On the other band, the Chesapeake was an in- 
different ship, with a crew, a great part of whom 
were newly recruited, and not brought into a pro- 
per discipline. They were strangers to their com- 
mander, who had not bad time to produce that 
perfect subordination, yet strong personal attach* 
ment, which he had the talent of creating wher* 
ever he commanded. His first Lieutenaut was 
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9ick on 8bor« ; tbe otb^r offioeri, tboiigh merkpri-* 
QMS, were youttg men ( two q( tik^m mere fiqting 
UeutesftnU ; most of ih^m reieenUy 9ppoiote<j to 
tbe sbip, and uaftcquaial^d with Xhti men. 

The most earnest endeavoury were iised by 
Commodore Bftiabridgpe and other gentlem^ii, to 
dUsu^^ C!«|>tiBiji Lawrence from what was ^ow^ 
sidered a raish a«d ^unnetseftsary e^osnr^^ He 
felt and aebnowledged the foree of their re a^on^i 
but penifited in hh determination* He wa» pe^ik^ 
liarly situated : be had formerly challenged tbe 
Boi»fle CitoyAne, and ahonld be de<:Uoe a similar 
challenge, it might sulgect blin to iMieer; and Wfi^ 
vepreaenfUtionf* Among tbe other unfortgnat^* 
circumstances that attenoed thisi ill-starred bAttl^» 

w«a tbe delay pf a written cb«Uf ngf from C»ptain 
Broke, wbic^ did not amv« wtU after Captain 
LaaFfeoce bad $ai]ed^ It i^ stated to have b^e^ 
aoucbed in the aiost frank wd courteous lao^ 
gnage .; mianlely detailing th^ forc^? of bk 9i»p ; 
and offering, if the CheiafN^ake should not be eomr 
pktely prepaised, to enftiie 00* and on until m^ 
time 9» ibe made a specified signal q{ being ready 
for tbe eonffiotf It i$ (o be deeply regretted that 
Captabi l4awrenee did not receive tbi^ gajilaqt 
challengiei as it would have ^ven turn tkne to put 
Uf ibip in proper order, and spared bin) tb^ ne^ 
cessity of burrying out in his jmprepared eondi* 
tioD, to so f(krm9l and laomento^s an encounier- 

AA«r getting the ship lUKk? W9y, be e^i^d thf' 
ffew together, and haviog ordered the white Sag 
to be hoisted, bearing the mottq, ^' Free tr^^fmi 
eailors' rights,^' bev Aceording to eustoin^ wade 
ibem a short bftraogue, Wbib be wa$ speakic^ 
aeyoral oMunnurs were be^rd* and Strang synH;Henpie 
«f disaaAiafwtioo appeared^ in the mftnnei^ an4 
aoHotenanoes of the erew« After be bad fini^i 
g MOiKM^rel P^rtwuese* wbo mm boMwaia'^ 

ft* 
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mate, and acted as spokesman to the murmurers, 
replied to Captain Lawrence in an insolent man* 
iier, complaining amung other things, that they 
had not been paid their prize-money, which had 
been due for some time past. 

The critical nature of the moment, and bis igno- 
rance of the dispositions and characters of his 
crew, would not allow Captain Lawrence to no- 
tice sucli dastardly and mutinous conduct in the 
manner it deserved. He dared not thwart the 
humours of men, over whose affections he had not 
had time to acquire any influence, and therefore 
ordered the purser to take them below and give 
them checks for their prise money, which was 
accordingly done. 

It was on the morning of the first June that 
the Chesapeake put to sea. The Shannon, on 
seeing her come out, bore away, and the other 
followed. At 4, p. m. the Chesapeake hauled up 
and fired a gun ; the Shannon then hove to. The 
vessels mana'uvred in awful silence, until within 
pistol shot, when the Shannon opened her fire, and 
both vessels, almost at the same moment poured 
forth tremendous broadsides. The execution in 
Loth ships was terrible, but the fire of the Shan- 
non was peculiarly fatal, not only making great 
slaughter among the men, but cutting down some 
of the most valuable ofiicers. The very first shot 
killed Mr. White, Sailing-master of the Chesa- 
peake, an excellent officer, whose loss at such a 
moment, was disastrous in the extreme. The 
fourth Lieutenant, Mr. Ballard, received also a 
mortal wound in this broadside, and at the same 
moment Captain Lawrence was shot through the 
leg with • a musket ball ; he however supported 
himself on the companion way^ and contined to 
give his orders with his usual coolness. About 
three broadsides were exchaQged, wbicb| ftom the 
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closeness of the ships, were dreadfully destructive* 
The Chesapeake had three men shot from her 
helm saccessively, each taking it as the other fell ; 
this of course produced irregularity in the steers 
ing, and the consequence was, that her anchor 
caught in one of the Shannon's after ports. She 
was thus in a position where her guns could not 
be brought to bear upon the enemy, while the lat* 
ter was enabled to fire raking' shots from her 
foremost guns, which swept the upper decks of • 
the Chesapeake, killing or wounding the greater 
portion of the men. A -hand-grenade was thrown 
on the quarter-deck, which set fire to some musket 
cartridges, but did no other damage. 

In this state of carnage and exposure, about 
twenty of the Shannon's men, seeing a favourable 
opportunity for boarding, without waiting for or« 
ders, jumped on the deck of the Chesapeake.— 
Captain Lawrence had scarce time to call his 
boarders, when he received a secoad and mortal 
wound irom a musket ball which lodged in his in-^ • 
testines. Lieutenant Cox, who commanded the 
second division, rushed up at the call for the boar^ 
ders, but came just in time to receive his fallii^g 
commander. He was in the act of carrying him 
below, when Captain Broke, accompanied by his 
first Lieutenant, and followed by his regular 
boavders, sprang on board the Chesapeake. The 
brave Lawrence saw the overwhelming danger ; 
his last words, as be was borne bleeding from the 
deck, were, " Don't give up the ship !" 

Samuel Livermore, Esq. of Boston, who, from 
personal attachment to Captain Lawrence, had 
accompanied him in this cruise as Chaplain, at- 
tempted to revenge his fall. He shot at Captain 
Broke, but missed him : the latter made a cut at 
fats head, which Livermore warded off, but in so 

doing, rectiyed a sey^re wound iu the arm. The 
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oaly officer tb»t now remained oo iht upM? <ltd& 
was Lieutenant I«iudlow, who was $ o entirely weAb* 
med and di$abl6d by repeated wModt received 
£Briy in the action, as to be iaeapabte of persoaai 
l«8istance. Tlie comparatively soiaU number of 
IV en, therefore, that survived on the upper decks,' 
Jiflll^ing no officer to bead ihem, the British tue^ 
ceedeo in eeduriog complete possession, before 
ihose below copld get up. Lieutenant Budd, who 
fcad commanded the first division below, being in* 
formed of the danger, hastened up with some 
0ie0, but was overpowered by superior numbws^ 
And cut down immediately. Oreat embarraas* 
ment took place, in consequience of the officers 
being unacquainted with the crew. In one in- 
stance in particular, Lieuteaaat Coi, on mounting 
the deck, joined a party of the enemy through 
mistake, and was made sensible of his error, bjf 
their cutting at him with their sabres. 

While this scene of havoc and confusion was gop 
ing on above. Captain Lawnence, who was lying 
in the ward-room, in ei^eruciating pain, hearing 
the firing cease, forgot the anguish of his wounds t 
baving no oiBcer near hiro, be ordered the sur^ 

on to hasten on deck and tell the officers to 

bt OB to the last, and never to strike the colours ; 

ding, *Mhey shaU wave while I live," The 
late of the battle, however, was decided. Finding 
iSfll further resistance vain, and a mere waste lof 
liAr, Lieutenant Ludlow gave up the sbip ; after 
which he received a sabre wound in the head froas 
OMO of the Shanaon's orew, which fractured his 
skull, and ultimately proved mortal He was onf 
of the most promising officers of bis age in iltf 
oervice^ hignly tsteemed for his professional tnL- 
onts, and beloved for the generous qualities iho* 
odorned hSs private cbaraoter. 

Thus iermiaated one of tin aoii funaijuihlo 
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combats on naval record. From the peculiar ac« 
cidents that attended it, the battle was short, des- 
perate and bloody. So long as the cannonading 
continued, the Chesapeake is said to have clearly 
bad the advantage ; and, had the ships not run 
foul, it is probable she would have captured the 
Shannon. Though considerably damaged in her 
upper works, and pierced with some shot holes in 
her hull, yet she had sustained no injurv to affect 
her safety ; whereas the Shannon nad received 
several shots between wind and wateri and, con- 
sequently, could not have sustained the action 
long. The havoc on both sides was dreadful ; 
but to the singular circumstance of having everv 
officer on the upper deck either killed or wounded , 
early in the action, may chiefly be attributed the 
loss of the Chesapeake. 

The two ships presented dismahspectacles after 
the battle. Crowded with the wounded and the 
dying, they resembled floating hospitals, sending 
forth groans at every roll. The brave Broke lay 
delirious from a wound in the head, which he is 
said to have received while endeavouring to pre« 
vent the slaughter of some of our men whp had 
surrendered. In his rational intervals, he always 
spoke in the highest terms of the courage and 
skill of Lawrence, and the '* eallant and masterly 
style*' in which he brought the Chesapeake into 
action. 

The wounds of Captain Lawrence rendered it 
impossible to remove him after the battle, and his 
cabin being very much shattered, he remained in 
the ward*room. Here be lay attended by his own 
surgeon, and surrounded by his brave and. suffer- 
ing officers. He made no comment on the battlei 
nor indeed was heard to utter a word, except to 
make such simple requests as- his necessities re* 
quired. In this way he lingered through four days, 
iu extreme bodily paihi and then expired. 
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His bod j was vrapped in the colowv pf Ids 
ship, and buried by the British, at HalMax, whh 
the honour of war. From ihente it was remoyed 
by his friends, to Salem, in the state of Massacbo* 
setts, where it received the most particular re* 

f^ct, and was again removed to the city of New<«> 
ork, where it was buried with the honours of 
war. 

At the time of bis death, he was but thirty-two 
vears of age, nearly sixteen of which had been 
fionourably expended in the serrioe of bis coontry. 
He was a diseiplinarian of the highest onder, pro* 
dacioc perCeet obedience and subordination with* 
out sevori^. His asen became lealons^ devoted 
to bim, and ready to do, through affection, what 
severity would aerer have compeiled. He was 
scrupulously correct in his principles, delicate ia 
bis sense of faooour ; and to his extreme jealoosy 
of refMtation he fell a victim, in daring an iif* 
asatcbed encounter, which prudence would have 
justified bim in declining. In battle, where bis 
lefty and commanding person made him conspic* 
IKMB, the calm collected courage, and elevated 
tranquillity which he maintained in the midst of 
peril, impaited a confidence to every bosom. In 
the hour of victory be was moderate and nnassom* 
ipg ; towards the vanquished be was gentle, gene* 
votts and humane. 

His brother being dead, be was the last male 
branch of a family, who looked up to bim as its 
ornament and pride. His fraternal tenderness 
was the prop and consolation of two widowed 
usters, and tn him their helpless offspring found a 
father. He left, also, a wife and two young chil- 
dren, to whom he was fer\'ently attached. The 
critical situation of the former, was one of those 
cares, which preyed upon his mind, at the time he 
went forth to battle. The utmost precautions 
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were taken by his I'dalives, to keefT from ber ttte 
knowledge of her husband^s fate ; their anxiety 
was soon relieved by the birth of a son. The un- 
fortunate mother, at length, recovered from a long 
uid dangerous confinement, before she learned 
the heart-fending intelligence of her husband^s 
fate. 



C0L0NE£ 

B. M. JOHNSON, 

This gendeman is a native of the State of Ken« 
tuoky. When an infant, he was sent with his fBO*" 
ther and other women and children, to take re« 
fuge in a fort successfully defended only by aboitl 
thirty nsen, against the assaults of a savage foe 
neaffiy 500 strong. His father was then absent in 
Virginia on business. Kentucky once formed a 
put of that state, and was denominated *' New-Vir« 
gioia," of which the eeeentric Daniel B<K>n was the 
first settler. His early education was limited to a 
country scbooL After this, four years application 
in a coantry grammar-school prepared^im for 
the study of the law, the practice of wbfch he be- 
gan at nineteen years of age. When twenty-two 
jrears old, he was ushered into public life. After 
sening two years as a member of the Legislature 
of bis native state, he was elected to a seat in the 
House of Representatives of the Congress of the 
United States. He has been always attached to 
the republican party, and supported bis vote in 
the National Legislatttre, for war to resist the 
aggressions of Great-Britain, by his personal 
services in the field. Here he di^ayetf the na- 
tive dignity of bis character, for courage, perse- 
verance^ mA enterprise. His eariy nistie e^ 
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ployments bad braced bis constitution, as it were, 
with iron nerves. 

After the successful defence of fort Stephenson, 
when governor Shelby repaired to the scenes of 
warfare with 4000 mounted Kentuckians, to reiu* 
force General Harrison in the Michigan Territo- 
ry, Johnson commanded a mounted regiment^ while 
the residue, from imperious circumstances, con- 
sented to act as infantry. Governor Shelby's di- 
vision arrived at the bead-quarters of the North* 
Western army on the seventeenth of September, 
1813, shortly after Perry's victory. 

With this force, he halted at fort Meigs, with or- 
ders to advance to detroit by land while the Com- 
mander-in-chief approached it by water. He 
was to be informed by express of every move- 
ment. 

On the 30th of September, be arrived at De- 
troit, and immediately began to cross the river in 
boat$. At this time the British army was on its 
retreat up the river Thames, and Johnson's mount- 
ed regiment formed a part of the force selected 
to pursue it. 

Early on the morning of the third of October, 
the Geq^ral proceeded with Johnson's re^ment, 
to prevent the destruction of the bridges over 
the different streams that fall into lake St. Clair 
and the Thames. These streams are* deep and 
muddy, .and are unfordable, for a considerable 
distance into the country. A Lieutenant of dra- 
goons and thirty privates, who had been sent back 
by General Proctor, to destroy the bridges, were 
made prisoners near the mouth of the Thames ; 
from them the General learnt that the enemy bad 
no information of their advance. 

The baggage of the army was brought from 
Detroit in boats, protected by a part of Comino- 
dore l?erry's squadron. In the evening, the army 
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arrived at Drake's farm, eight miles from tbe 
mouth of the Thames, and encamped. This river 
is a fine, deep stream, navigable for vessels of con- 
siderafole burthen, after the passage of the bar at 
its mouth, over which there is generally seven 
feet water. The gun-boats could ascend as far as 
Dalson's, below which the country is one contin- 
ued prairie, and at once favourable for cavalry 
movements, and for the co-operation of the gun- 
boats. Above Dalson's, the aspect of the coun- 
try changes ; the river, though stiil deep, is not 
more than seventy yards wide, and its banks high 
and woody. 

At Ghatbam, four miles from Dalson's, and six- 
teen miles from lake St. Clair, is a small deep 
creek, where the army found the bridge taken up, 
and the enemy disposed to dispute their passage^ 
and vpon the arrival of the advance guard, com^ 
menced a heavy fire from the opposite bank, as 
well as a flank fire from the right bank of the 
river. The army. halted and formed in order of 
battle. The bridge was repaired under cover 
of a fire from two six pounders. The Indians did 
not relish the fire from our cannon, and retired. 
Colonel Johnson, being on the right, had seized 
the remains of a bridge at M'Gregor's mills, un- 
der a heavy fire from tbe Indians. He lost >on 
t his.4>cca8ion two .killed and ^four wounded. The 
enemy set'firetoa.housemear thi bridge, contain-^ 
ing a considerable quantity of muskets ; the 
flames were extinguished and the arms saved. At 
the first farm above the bridge, they found one of 
the enemy's vessels on fire, loaded with arms and 
ordnance stores* Four niles higher i^p, the ar- 
my took a position for the night. Here they 
found two other vessels, and a large distillery, 
filled with ordnance and stores to an immense 
amount, in flames. Two twenty-four pounders, 
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with their carriages, were taken, and a large 
quantity of balls and shells of various sues. 

The army was put in motion early on the morn- 
ine of the fifth. The General accompanied Colo- 
nel Johnson ; and Governor Shelby followed with 
the infantry. This morning, the army captured 
two gun- boats and several balteaux loaded with 
provisions and ammunition. At nine, they reach- 
ed Arnold's mills, where there was a fording place, 
and the only one for a considerable distance. 
Here the army crossed to the right bank, the 
mounted regiment fording, and the infantry m 
the captured boats. The passage, though re- 
tarded for want of a sufficient number of boats, 
was completed by 12 o'clock 

Eight miles above the ford, they passed the 
irround where the British force had encamped the 
night before. The General directed the advance 
of Colonel Johnson's regiment to accelerate their 
march, for the purpose of ascertaining the dis- 
tance of the enemy. The officer commanding it, 
shortly after sent word back that bis progress was 
stopped by the enemy, who were formed across 
our line of march. 

The army was now within three miles of the 
Moravian town, and within one mile of the enemy. 
The road passed through a beech forest without 
any clearing, and for the first two miles, near to 
the bank of the river. At the distance of fifty 
rods from the river, is a swamp running parallel 
to it, and extending all the way to the Indian vil- 
lage. The intermediate ground dry, the surface 
level, the trees lofty and thick, with very little un- 
derwood to impede the progress of man or horse, 
except that part which borders on the swamp. 

Across this narrow strip of land, the British 
force was drawn up in line to prevent the advance 
of the American army. Their left, resting on the 
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river^ was defended by four pieces of cannon ; 
near the centre were two other pieces. Near the 
swamp, the British line was covered by a large 
Indian force^ who also lined the margin of the 
swamp to a considerable distance. The British 
troops amounted to 600) the Indians probably to 
1200. 

As it was not practicable to turn the enesiy in 
flank, it became necessary to attack them in front* 
tieoeral Harrison did not long hesitate in his 
choice of the mode of attack. U was as novel as 
ii was successful. 

The troops at his disposal might amount to 
3000 men ; yet, from the peculiar nature of the 
gi*ouBd, one half of this force could not advanta* 
geously engage the enemy» 

About one Ivundred and fifty regulars, uadev 
Colonel Ball, occupied the narrow space between 
the rood and river ; they were ordered to advance 
and amuse the enemy ; and, if an opportunity 
offered, to sei«e his cannon. A small party of 
friendly Indians was directed to more under the 
bank. Colonel Johnson's regiment was drawn 
up iu close cohimn, with its right a few yards dis- 
tant from the road, with orders to charge al full 
speed as soon as the enemy delivered his fire.-***- 
Thff Kentucky volunteers, under Major-general 
Uenny, were formed in the rear of the mounted 
regiment, in three lines extending from the road 
to the swamp. General Desha's division covered 
the left of Johnson's regiment. Governor Shelby 
was at the crotchet, formed by the front line and 
General Desha's division.-^This was an important 
point. General Cass and Commodore Perry 
volunteered as aids to General Harrison, who 
placed himself at the head of the front line of in- 
fantry, to direct the movements of the cavalry, 
and to give them the necessary support* Such 
was the order of battle. 
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The army moved in this order till the mounted 
men received the fire of the enemy, at the distance 
of two hundred yards. The charge was beat, and, 
in an instant, one thousand horse were in motion 
' at full speed ; the right, led on by Colonel John- 
son, broke through the British lines and formed 
in their rear. The enemy's pieces were not load- 
ed ; their bayonets were not fixed, arid they sur- 
rendered at discretion : the whole was the work 
of a minute. In breaking through their ranks, 
our men killed twelve and wounded thirty-seven 
of the British regulars. The shock was unexpect- 
ed. They were not prepared to resist it ; some 
were trampled under the feet of our horses ; 
others were cut down by the soldiers ; very few 
were shot, for the fire was not general. Had the 
enemy shown the least symptoms of resistanj;e, 
after their lines were broken through, the greater, 
part would have been destroyed ; but they were 
passive. Never was terror more strongly depicted 
on the countenances of men. Even the officers 
were seen with uplifted hands, exclaiming ^' quar- 
ters !" There is no doubt but that they expected 
to be massacred, believing that the Kentuckians 
would retaliate the bloody scenes of Raisin and 
Miami. 

On the left, the contest was more serious ; Co- 
lonel Johnson, who commanded on that flank of 
his regiment, received a terrible fire from the 
Indians, which was kept up for some time. The 
Colonel led the head of his column into the hot- 
test of the enemy's fire, and was personally op- 
posed to Tecumseh. At this point, a condensed 
mass of savages had collected. Yet, regardless 
of danger, he rushed into the midst of them ; so 
thick were the Indians, at this moment, that seve- 
ral might have reached him with their rifles* He 
rode a white horse, and was known to be an oflSicer 
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of rank ; a shower of halLs was disclnarged at him, 
some of which took effect. His horse waft shot 
uader htiD, and his clothes^ ]||is saddle, and his 
person were pierced with fauUets.-^Al the momeat 
Lis horse fell, Tecamseh rushed t<Kwards him witli 
au uplifted tomahawk, to give the fatal stroke ; 
but Johosoo's presence of mind did not forsake 
him in this perilous predicament ; be drew a pis- 
tol from his hobler, and laid bis dariag opponent 
dead at his feet. He was unable to. do more, the 
loss of blood deprived him of strength to stand. 
Fortunately, at the momeat of Tecumsieh's fall, the 
enemy gave way, which secured him from the 
reach of their tomahawks* He received 6ve shot& 
— three in the right thigh, and two in the left arm. 
Six Americans and twentj-two Indians fell within 
20 vards of the spot where Tecumseh was killed, 
aDd the trains of blood almost covered the ground. 
The Indians continued a brisk fire from the. 
margin qt the swarop» which ma^e sonie impres-' 
sion on sUine of Kentucky volunteers j but Gover- 
nor Shelby brpught up a^regiment to ils support, 
and their fir^ soon became too warm for the ene^ 
mj. A part of Colonel Johnson's men having;; 
gained the rear of a part of the Indian line, the 
rout became general. A small party of Indians 
attempted to gain the village by running up the 
narrow strip of dry land, botihey were soon over- 
taken and cut down. The ladianis fought bravely, 
aud sustained a severe loss m killed and wounded* 
The death of Tecqmseh was to them an irrepara- 
ble loss.* 

• The, celebrated aboriginal warrior^ Tecumseh, 
^vas in the 44th year of bin a^e.i \yhen he fell at the 
battle, of the Thames. He was of the Shayrannoe 
iribc^ five feet ten inches high, well formed for activ- 
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In a subsequent session of Congress, he voted 
for the Compensation LaWj which repealed that of 
allowing members of Congress $6 per day and 
travelling expenses, and commuted their services 
for a salary of $1500 per annum ; which was so 
unpopular that it was repealed the next session. 
This law was made a party question, but notwith- 
standing the strong opposition it afforded to John- 
son, a recollection oi past services produced his 
re-election to a seat in the National Councih. 

During the recess of Congress, he devotes most 
of his time to agricultural pursuits — having for a 
number of years abandoned the practice of the 
law. 

Colonel Johnson is in stature rather above the 
middle size, well formed, of a firm but prepossess- 
ing aHoect ; his words are few, but always express- 
ed wito grace and energy. 



CAPTAIK 



OLIVER HAZARD 

The " Hero of Lake Erie," was born at New- 
port| Rhode-Island, in August, 1785. In the dis- 
turbance between France and the United States, 
during the administration of President Adams, 
tiis father, Christoplier Raymond Perry, com- 
manded the United States' sloop of war General 
Greene, on board of which, iu 1796, young Perry 
entered as a midshipman, under the immediate eye 
of his parent. He was, soon after, ordered to the 
squadron destined for the Mediterranean, in which 
he served during the Tripoline war. After affairs 
were adjusted with that regency, the tranquil state 
uf things threw him in the vale of obscurity, un- 
til 1810, when he was advanced to the rank of 
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inents. At this time, the British iSeet on that lake, 
was connnaiided by Captain Barclay, an ofBcer 
of high standing, rank, and skill, who had seen 
macb service, and whose force was of superior 
strength to the American squadron. 

Perry pursued his object unmolested by the 
enemy, who was continually hovering about the 
harbour. Having equipped and manned his ves* 
sels, be buoyed them over the bar, on which was 
only five feet water, at the harbour's mouth of 
the port of £rie, on the 4th of August, 1813. — 
The enemy were peaceable spectators of the 
scene. The next day he sailed in pursuit of them, 
and returned to port on the 8tb, without accom- 
plishing his object. The day fcAlowing he was 
reinforced by several officers and eighty seamen 
under Lieutenant Elliot, which gave his squadron 
a full complement. He again sailed on the 12th, 
on a cruise, and on the 15th arrived at Sandusky- 
bay, in front of the encampment of the Americfln 
army, commanded by General Harrison. Thence 
he proceeded to icruise off Maiden, and the British 
commander thought proper to hug his force for 
protection, close under the guns of the British 
fortifications. The inhabitants were filled with 
terror and consternation at the sight of the Amer- 
ican squadron, and the astonished Indian allies of 
the British crown, urged the British squadron to 
put to sea, and give battle. They, however, felt 
themselves not disposed to risk an engagement ; 
and Perry returned to Sandusky-bay. 

Nothing of moment happened until the morning 
of the 10th of September. The American squad- 
ron were then lying at anchor in Put-in-bay, and 
consisted of brigs Lawrence, Commodore Perry, 
20 guns ; Niagara, Captain Elliot, 20 do ; Caledo- 
nia, Purser M'Grath, 3 do ; schooners Ariel, Lieut. 
Packet, 4 do ; Scorpion, Sailing-master Champ- 
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himself by his bravery, and hauled down his 
union, bearing the motto of Lawrence, and taJiing 
it under his arm, ordered it to be put on board of 
the Niagara, which was then in close engage- 
ment. In leaving the Lawrence, he gave bis pilot 
choice either to remain on board, or accompany 
him ; the pilot replied, " he'd stick by him to the 
last," and jumped into the boat. Perry went off 
from the ship standing up in the stern of the boat, 
until the crew absolutely pulled him down among 
them. Broadsides were levelled at him, and 
small arms discharged by the enemy, two of 
whose vessels were within musket shot, and a 
third one nearer. His shipmates who remained 
behind, stood watching him, in anxiety; the balls 
struck around him and flew over his bead in every 
direction ; but the same special Providence that 
seems to have watched over the youthful hero, 
throughout this desperate battle, conducted bii^i 
safely through a shower of shot, and they beheld 
with transport his flag hoisted at the mast-head of 
the Niagara. No sooner was he on board, than 
Captain Elliot volunteered to put off in a boat 
and bring into action the schooners which had 
been kept astern by light wind ; the offer was ac- 
cepted, and Elliot left the Niagara to put it in ex- 
ecution. 

About this time, the flag of the Lawrence came 
down. The event was unavoidable ; she had sus- 
tained the whole fury of the enemy, and was 
rendered incapable of defence : further show of 
resistance would have proved but a most useless 
and cruel carnage among the relics of her brave 
and mangled crew. The enemy, however, were 
not able to take possession of her, and subsequent 
circumstances enabled her again to hoist her flag. 

Commodore Perry now made signal for close 
action, and the small vessels got out their sweep? 
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and made all sail. Finding that the Niagara tras 
but little injured, he determined, if possible, to 
break the enemy's line. He aceordincly bore up 
and passed ahead of the two ships and brig, giv- 
ing them a raking fire from his starboard guus,^ 
and also to a large schooner and sloop from his 
larboard side, about half pistol shot distance. — 
Having passed the whole squadron, be luffed up 
and laid bis ship along side of the British CommO" 
dore. The smaller vessels under the. direction 
of Captain Elliot, having, in the mean time, got 
within grape arid canister distance, and keeping 
up a well directed fire, the whole of the enemy 
struck, excepting two small vessels, which at- 
tempted to escape,. but were afterwards taken. 

The engagement lasted about three hours, and 
never was victory more decisive and complete. 
The captured squadron, as has been shown, ex- 
ceeded ours in weight of metal and number of 
guns* Their crews were also more numerous; 
the Americans were a motley collection of some 
good seamen, mixed with soldiers, volunteers and 
boys, and many were on the sick list. More pri- 
soners were taken than we had men to guarq. — 
The loss on both sides was severe. Scarcely any 
of the Lawrence's crew escaped unhurt. Among 
those slain, was Lieutenant Brooks of the ma- 
rines, a gay and elegant young officer, full of 
spirit, of amiable manners, and remarkable for his^ 
personal beauty. Lieutenant Yar.nall, though re- 
peatedly wounded, refused to quit the deck, dun 
riog the whole of the action. Commodore Per- 
ry, notwithstanding that he was continually in 
the roost exposed situations of the battle, esca- 
caped uninjured ; he wore an ordinary seaman's 
dress, which, perhaps, prevented him from be- 
ing picked ofi' by the enemy's sharp shooters.— 
He had a younger brother with him on board 
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one of the guns, very much embarrassed with his 
piece, which in consequence of the firelock being 
i3roken, was rather unmanageable, and rebounded. 
Perry approached him, and in an encouraging 
manner, asked him " what is the matter." The 
honest tar, who had been showing signs of infinite 
vexation, turned round, and, as if speaking of a 
mistress, exclaimed reproachfully, " sir, my gun 
behaves shamefully !" He then levelled, and hav*- 
ing taken aim, raised up and squared himself, 
when suddenly a cannon ball struck him in the 
breast, passed through him and he fell, dead with- 
out a groan ! 

Lieutenant Tarnall, of the Lawrence, behaved 
throughout with great bravery and coolness. He 
was dressed as a common seamen', a red bandana 
handkerchief was tied Eound his neck, and another 
round his bead, to staunch two wounds which be 
had received. From these, the blood trickled 
down his face, and a splinter having passed 
through his nose, it had swelled to a hideous mag* 
nitude. In this frightful plight, looking like the 
veiy genius of carnage and ill luck, he came up 
to rerry, in the hottest and. bloodiest of the fight,, 
and announced to him. that all the oflicers of his 
division were killed; Peny ordered others in 
their places Shortlv after, Yarnall returned with 
a repetition* of the dismal tiding^' that all the offi* 
cers were shot down ! Then sir, said Perry,, " you 
must endeavour to make out by yourself,.! have 
Qo more to furnish you witli^'' 

Soon after the victory on lake Erie, the Presi- 
dent of. the United States appointed Oliver U; 
Perry to the rank of Captain in. the navy* 

The Commodore was presented with. the free- 
dom of the cities of Newz-xork and Albany. 

The thanks of Congress were voted to the Com? 

8^ 
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modore, hi§ officers, seamen and marines ; and 
medals were presented to him and tiis officers^ 

The thanks of the Senate of Pennsylvania, with 
medals, also, were voted to the Commodore, and 
those brave men who served under him. 

Rejoicings, illuminations, and bonfires, were 
exhibited through all parts of the United States. 

The capture of the British fleet removed the 
chief object to the capture of Maiden ; and Gen- 
eral Harrison made dispositions to avail himself 
of it. Boats were collected, and troops assem- 
bled. Governor Shelby arrived on the 17th of 
September, at the mouth of Portage river, with 
about 4000 volunteers. General M' Arthur joined 
the army in three days after, with his brigade 
from Fort Meigs. On the 21st, the embarkation 
of troops commenced. Put-in-bay Island was 
the place of rendezvous. Commodore Perry's 
fleet, including the captured vessels, were engaged 
in protecting and assisting the men and boats, 
as well as in conveying stores, baggage, &;c. The 
army again embarked on board tne fleet and 
boats at Put-in-bay, on the 25th, and arrived the 
same evening at the Eastern sister, a small island 
about sixteen miles from Maiden* Here the ex* 
peditiou was detained some time by bad weather^ 
during which time, a reconnoisance of the eoe* 
my^s coast was made by General Harrison, and 
Commodore Perry ; a despatch was also sent to 
apprize Colonel Johnson oi their movements, who, 
with his mounted rangerSj was to co-operate in 
the reduction of Maiden. 

On the 27th, the army embarked at the Eas*^ 
tern Sister, and landed near Maiden, in excellent 
order. The enemy having previously evacuated 
the town, it was entered by the Americans without 
opposition. After the capture of Maiden, Perry 
acted as a volunteer aid to General Uarrisooi io 
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his pursait of the British, on the river Tfaflmes, 
and was pi^esent at the battle of Moravian towQ, 
on the fifth of October. 

When the British presented a formidable force 
for the invasion of Maryland and Virginia, and 
proceeded to the conflagration of the public 
works, at the city of Washington, he commanded 
a body of seamen and marines on the Potomac. 
He was, afterwards, appointed to command the 
Java frigate, built at Baltimore ; and after the 
conciasion of peace with Great Britain, sailed in 
1815, as one of the squadron under Commodore 
Decatur, sent to the Mediterranean to settle 
affairs between the United States and Algiers. — 
While in that sea, some difference arose between 
hiffi and Mr. Heath, commandant of marines on 
board his ship. This led to a court-martial, tb6 
result of which, subjected both these officers to a 
private reprimand from Commodore Chauncey. 
Captain Heath not being appeased, laid his griev* 
antes before the public in a pamphlet, after bis 
return to the United States, and was about the 
same time appointed to a Consulate by the gov- 
ernment. Perry returned with the squadron to 
the United States. This affair produced a duel 
between the parties ; Captain Heath's fire did hot 
take effect. Commodore Perry discharged hill 

5istol in the air, and the quarrel terminated^^^ 
%e meeting took place in New-Jersey, opposite 
to New-Nork, in the summer of 1818. 

The unfortunate dispute between these twogen*-- 
ilemen having been the subject of various com- 
ments, and having excited considerable interest 
throughout the union, the following is given a^ 
the authentic, statement of the transaction, certi- 
fied by the friends of the parties. 

Commodore Perry, in consequence of having rcr 
ceived a cpmmumcatioa from Captain Heatb '» 
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Rhode Island, on which the civil authorities of 
that state prevented him from acting, was induced 
to go on to Washington on the lOtb of October 
for the purpose of giving to Captain Heath the sa- 
tisfaction which he had demanded. The absence of 
his previously engaged friend, Commodore De- 
catur, whom^e had passed on the road, rendered 
it necessary that he should resort to the interven- 
tion of another friend for a time, that the intention 
of his visit might be communicated to Captain 
Heath. This was accordingly done, and the fol- 
lowing preliminary arrangements were agreed 
upon between Major Hamilton, on the part of 
Commodore Perry, and Lieutenant Desha, on 
the part of Captain Heath : 

1st. It is understood that Commodore Perry is 
to proceed to Philadelphia, or its vicinity, by the 
route of Baltimore, where he is to remain until 
.the arrival of Captain Heath's friend. 

2d. That Captain Ileath is to proceed by the 
way of Frederick and York to Philadelphia, and 
to remain in the suburbs until the arrangements 
are made for a meeting between himself and 
Commodore Perry — his name not to be on the 
stage bills. 

3d. Lieutenant Desha and Major Hamilton are 
to meet at Renshaw's on Wednesday after the ar- 
rival of the Newcastle boat. 

4th. That the meeting between Commodore 
Perry and Captain Heath is to take place on Sar 
turday morning or as soon after as practicable. 

Washington City, Oct 12, 1818. 

Endorsed on this preliminary arrangement was 
the following note : 

Captain rerry desires it to be expressly under- 
stood, that in according to Captain Heath the per* 
sonal satisfaction he has demanded, he has been 
influeaced entirely by a isense of what be consid^ 
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ers due from him as axT atonement to the violated 
rules of the service, and not by any considerations 
of the claims which Captain Heath may have fox 
making such a demand, which he totally denies, 
as such claims have been forfeited by the measures 
of a public cbatfacter which Captain: Heatk has 
adopted towards him. If, tlierefore, the civil au- 
thority should produce an impossibility of a 
meeting at the tipre and place designated, of 
which he will take every precaution to prevent^ 
be will consider himself absolutely exonerated 
from any respcmsibility to Captaiu Heath, touching 
their present cause of difference. 
(Signed) J. HAMILTON, Jun. 

(for Citptam Perry.) 

APFJEUIVED. 

(Signed) R. M. D:ESHA. 

In consequence of the foregoing the parties 
assembled at Philadelphia, and Msjor Bamiltoti 
there transferred the above memorandum to Com« 
modore Decatur, introducing to him, at the same 
time, -Lieutenant Desha as the friend of Captain 
Heath, when the following arrangements were 
made : 

Philadelphia, i4th Oct. 1818. 
Memorandum of the preliminary arrangemenis be^ 
iween Commodore Decatur ^ on the part of Cap* 
tain' Perry ^ and lAeutenani Desha^ on the' pari of 
Captain Heath. 

1st. That it is understood that Captain Perry 
and his friend are to proceed to New-lTork, or its 
vicinity, where be is to remain until the arrival of 
Captain Heath, or until the period which is named 
in this paper for their meeting. 

2d. That Captain Healh, with his friend, are to 
follow and remain at some convenient point on the 
Jersey. shore, near the city of New-York, and t9 
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give inforipation after Iheir arrival to Captain 
Perry's friend, where such arrangements will be 
made as may be deemed necessary. 

3d. The parties to be on the point specified, 
and the notification required by the 2d article 
given prior to the approaching Monday, the 19th. 

The parties accordingly met on Monday, the 
19th inst. at 12 o'clock, on the Jersey shore of the 
Hudson, where Captain Perry received the fire 
of Captain Heath without returning it, when Com- 
modore Decatur immediately stepped forward and 
declared, that Commodore Perry had come to 
the ground with a determination not to return the 
fire of Captain Heath, in proof of which he read 
a letter from Commodore Perry to him, which he 
had written, (and which is herewith subjoined) 
soliciting him to become his friend, and, therefore, 
he presumed the party aggrieved was satisfied. 
Captain Heath having expressed his acquiescence 
in this opinion, and that the injury he had receiv- 
ed from Captain Perry was atoned for, the par- 
ties returned to the city. 

We do hereby certify the foregoing is a correct 
statement. 

(Signed) STEPHEN DECATUR. 

R. M. DESHA. 

Letter from Commodore Perry, referred to in 
the foregoing, to Commodore Decatur. 

Washingtont, January 18, 1818. 
My Dear Commodore^ 

You are already acquainted with the unfortu- 
nate afi*air which has taken place between Captain 
Heath and myself. Although I consider, from the 
course he has thought proper to pursue, that I am 
absolved from all accountability to him, yet, as I 
did, in a moment of irritation, produced by a 
strong provocation, raise my hand against a per" 
son honoured with a commission, I have determine 
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edy upon mature reflection, to give him a.meeting, 
should he call On me 5 declaring at the same time, 
that I cannot consent to return his fire, as the 
meeting, on my part, vnll be entirely as an atone- 
ment for the violated rules of the service. I re- 
quest, therefore, my dear sir, that you will act as 
my friend on this occasion. 

Very truly, your friend, O. H. PERRY. 
Commodore Stephen Decatur. 

In June^ 1819, Commodore Perry sailed from 
the Chesapeake in the U. S. ship John Adams, for 
the West Indies and a cruise, with sealed orders, 
and was joined during the cruise, by other vessels, 
the whole under his command. 

The duties assigned to the Commodore were on 
this, as on all former occasions, executed with 
prudence, address, and resolution. At Angostura 
lie was honoured by a splendid public dinner, at 
which many of the most distinguished military 
and civil officers were present. But, alas ! in the 
midst of great usefulness, great expectation,'^and 
high honours, death hovered about one of the best 
of the sons of our republic : Perry was destined 
to die in the service. 

The United States' Corvette John Adams, 
Lieut, commandant Claxton, arrived in Hamp- 
ton Roads the 24th September, from Port Spain, 
Trinidad, bringing the melancholy tidings that, 
the hero of Lake Erie was no more ! 

Soon after ^8ailing from Angostura, he was ta- 
ken with the yellow-fever ; and, although he was 
attended by two physicians, he was^reduced to the 
greatest extremity on the fourth day of bis illness. 
Sensible of his approaching illness, he called his 
officers together, and communicated his last wish- 
es. He retained his faculties to the last, and was 
perfectly resigned, submitting to his fate with re- 
solution and fortitude. He breathed his last, as 
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the U. S. schooner NonsuGh (in which he sailed) 
entered Port Spain, the 23d August, 1820. 

His remains were interred at Port Spain, on the 
24th of August, with Naval and Military honours. 
The troops of the island, a great concourse of 
citizens, together with the officers and crews of 
the John Adams and Nonsuch, formed the firo* 
cession. The funeral was splendid and imposing, 
and there appeared to be but one sentiment of 
mournful regret among all who assembled to wit- 
ness this melancholy spectacle. The conduct of 
the Governor, Sir Ralph Woodford, on this occa- 
sion, was marked with distinguished .respect to- 
wards the deceased, and every American should 
feel grateful to him for the honours which he paid 
to the remains of their gallant countryman. 

It was the wish of the officers of the squadron, 
that the body should be immediately conveyed to 
the United States, but the Surgeons were of opin- 
ion that it would have been utterly impracticabJe. 

The Nonsuch lost whilst at Angostura, Midship- 
man Julian Depeyster, and four men, viz : David 
Ballentine, John Harrison, li^hton Wood Aud 
Antonio Flores, of yellow-fever, with which a ma- 
jority of her officers and crew suffered most se- 
verely. 

On the notification of the death of Commodore 
Perry, at the navy department, Washington, a 
circular was addressed to the several command- 
ing naval officers, commandants of navy yards, 
and the commandant of marines, requiring them 
to pay the usual tributes of respect to the memo- 
ry of the illustrious officer deceased, and to cause 
the officers of ther respective commands to wear 
crape on tiieir kft arm, during the space of thirty 
days. 

Congress have made a liberal provision for the 
maintenance of the family, andthe education of the 
children of the dec^^^^^d Commodore. 
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CAPTAIN 

JACOB JONES. 

Jacob Jones, was born alK>ut the year 1770, 
uear ihe village of Smyrna, in the county of Kient, 
in the state of Delaware. His father was an in- 
dependent and respectable farmer. Uis mother, 
of the name of Jones, was an amiable and inter- 
esting woman. . She died when the subject of this 
memoir was .yet an infant. Between two and 
three years afterwards, his father married again, 
with a Miss Holt, grand daughter of th*e honour* 
able Ryves Holt, formerly Chief Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of Delaware. Shortly after this se- 
cond marriage, his father died, when this his only 
child was scarcely four years of age. It was his 
good fortune to be left under the care of a good 
step-mother. By her he was nurtured from in- 
fancy to manhood, with maternal care and ten- 
derness. At an early age, he was placed at school, 
and his proficiency in learning was equal to her 
most anxious wishes. After becoming well ac- 
quainted with the general branches of-an English 
education, he was transferred to a grammar school 
at Lewes, in Sussex county, conducted by Doctor 
Matthew Wilson. Under his direction, he read 
the classics, with much assiduity, and became well 
acquainted with the Latin and Greek languages. ^ 
In the geographical lessons he continually bore off ' 
the palm, and received repeated proofs of appro- 
bation from his preceptor. At the age of eigh- 
teen, he left Lewes academy, and commenced the 
study of physic and surgery, under Doctor Sykes, 
an eminent physician and surgeon of Dover, in 
the county of Kent. With him he diligently pros- 
ecuted his studies for. four years, after which he 
attended tlie usual courses of meiVn^al lectures of 

VOL. II. 9 
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the university of Peonsylvania, and tben return- 
ed to DoVer, to commence the exercise of his pro- 
fession. 

He did not, however, continue long in the prac« 
tice. Discouraged by the scanty employment 
that is commonly the lot of the young physician, 
and impatient of an inactive life, he determined 
to abandon the profession and seek some more 
productive occupation. This resolution was a 
matter of much regret among the elder physicians; 
They entertained a high opinion of his medical 
acquirements, and coDsidei*ed him as promising to 
become a distinguished and skilful membeif of 
their body. Governor Clayton (who was himself 
an eminent Physician) seeing that he was fixed in 
his determinatioui conferred upon him the clerk- 
ship of the Supreme Court of the state of Dela- 
ware for the county of Kent. 

In this office he continued for some time, but 
the sedentary nature of its duties was uncongenial 
with his health imd habits ; he longed to mingle in 
more active scenes, and consequently entered a 
midshipman, in ^e year 1799, when the distur- 
bance with France took place. He was then al- 
most twenty-nine years of age, higly respected 
for the solidity of his understanding and hts vari- 
.ed acquirements. His friends were dissatisfied at 
seeing him take a retrogade step in life, and ac- 
cepting a grade which is generally allotted to boys 
and striplings. It was in vain, however, to re- 
monstrate against bis resolve, from which, once 
formed, he neveV deviated. Determined on em- 
bracing the profession, he had weighed- all its in- 
conveniences and sacrifices, and had resolved to 
encounter and surmount them all. His friends 
could only console themselves with the reflection, 
that, if courage, activity, and hardihood, could 
ensure naval success, Jones was peculiarly fitted 
for the life he had embraced. 
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The first cruises which he made, were under the 
lale Commodore Barry, from whom be derived* 
much instruction in the tlieory and practice of iiis 
profession, and experienced the utmost kindness 
and civility. He was a midshipman on board ^he 
frigate United States, when she bore to France, 
Chief Justice Ellsworth and General Davie, as 
Emroys Extraordinary to the French Republic* 
He was next on board the Gangee as midship* 
man. During the whole intervening period be- 
tweeo bis appointment and the war with Tripoli^ 
he was sedulously employed in obtaining that 
nautical skill for which he is celebrated. 

On the breaking out of the war with Tripoli, 
he was stationed on board of the frigate Philadel- 
phia, under the command of Commodore Bain- 
bridge. Twenty months of severe captivitv 
among a barbarous people, and in a uoxious cli- 
mate, neither broke his spirit nor impaired his* 
comtitution. When relieved from bondage by 
the bravery of his countrymen, he returned home 
full of life and ardour. He was soon after pro- 
moted to a lieutenancy. This grade he had 
merited before his confinement in Tripoli, but 
older warrant officers bad stood in the way of his 
preferment. 

He was now for some time employed on the 
Orleans station, whiere be conducted himself with 
judgment and propriety. He was shortly af^r 
appointed to the command of the brig Argus, 
stationed for the protection of our commerce on 
the southern maritime frontier. In this situation 
he acted with vigilance and fidelity, and though 
there were at one time insidious suggestions to 
the contrary, it has appeared that he conformed 
to hift instructions, promoted the public interest, 
and gave entire satisfaction to the government. 

In 181 1| Captain Jones was transferred by the 
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Secrelary of the navy to the command of the 
sloop of war Wasp, mounting eighteen twenty- 
four pound carronades, and was despatched, in 
the spring of 1812, with communications from our 
government to its ministers at the courts of St. 
Cloud and St James. Before he returned, war 
had been declared by the United States against 
Great Britain. Captain Jones refitted his ship 
with all possible despatch, and repaired to sea on 
a cruise, in which he met with no other luck than 
the capture of an inconsiderable prize. — He again 
put to sea on the 13th of October, and on the 
18th of the month,' after a long and heavy gale, 
he fell in with a number of strongly armed mer- 
chantment under convoy of his Britannic Majds* 
ty's sloop of war the Frolic, Captain Whin- 
yates. 

' As this engagement has been one of the mdst 
decidedly honourable to the American flag, from 
the superior force of the enemy ; and as the Bri- 
tish writers in endeavouring to account for our 
success, and to undervalue our victories, have 
studiously passed this battle over in silence, and 
seemed anxious to elbow it into oblivion, this oc- 
casion is taken to republish a full and particular 
account of it, which we have every reason to be- 
lieve is scrupulously correct : — 

There was a heavy swell in the sea, and the 
weather was boisterous. The topgallant-yards 
of the Wasp were taken down, her topsails were 
close reefed, and she was prepared for action. 
About 11 o'clock, the Frolic showed Spanish 
colours, and the Wasp immediately displayed the 
Americaii ensign and pendant. At thirty-two 
minutes past eleven, the Wasp came down to 
windward on her larboard side, within about sixty 
yards, and hailed. The enemy hauled down the 
Spanish colours, hoisted the British ensign, and 
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opened a fire of cannon and musketry. This the 
Wasp instaiUly returned ; and coining nearer to 
the enemy, the action became close, and without 
intermission. In four or five minutes, the main- 
topmast of the Wasp was shot away, and, falling 
down with the maintopsail yard across the lar^- 
board fore and fore-topsail braces, rendered her 
bead yards unmanageable during the rest of the 
action. In two or three minutes more, her gaft 
and miien-topgallant-sail were shot away. Still 
she continued a close and constant fire. The sea 
was so rough that the muzzle of thd Wasp's gani 
were frecpiently in the water. The Americans^, 
therefore, fired as the ship's side wad going down,, 
so that their shot went either on the enemy's deck 
or below it, while the English fired as- the vessel 
rose, and thus her balls chiefiy tottcbed the rig- 
gUig or were ihrowi^ away. The Wasp now shot 
ahead of the FroUe, raked her, and then re* 
sumed her position on her larboard bow. Her 
fire was now obviously attended with such sue* 
ees9, and that of the Frolic so slackened, that 
Captain Jones did not wish to board her, lest the 
rottghness of the sea might endanger both vessels; 
but^ in the course of a few minutes more^ every 
brace of the Wasp was shot away, and her rig^ 
ging so much torn to pieces, that, he was afraid 
that his masts, besng unsupj^orted, would go by 
the boanH and the Frolic be able to escape. He 
thought^, therefore,, the best chance of securing 
her was^tabo^d, and decide the oontest at once. 
With this view, he wore ship, and rmnntng dowa 
ttpon the enemy, the vessels struck each other, 
the Wasp's side rubbing along the Frolic's^ bow, 
ao that her jib-boom came in between the main- 
and mizen rigging of the Wasp, directly over the 
heads of Caplain Jones and the first iueutenapt, 
Mr. Biddle, who were at that moment. st|^iujiitn« 

9* 
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together near the capstan. The Frolic lay so 
fair for raking, that they decided not to board 
until they had given a closing broadside. Whilst 
they were loading for this, so near were the two 
vessels, that the rammers of the Wasp were push* 
ed against the Frolic's sides, and two of her guns 
went through the bow ports of the Frolic, and 
Bwept the whole length of her deck. At this mo- 
ment, John Lang,^ a seaman of the Wasp, a gal- 
lant fellow who had been once impressed by a 
British man of war, jumped on a gun with bis 
cutlass, and was springing on board the Frolic : 
Captain Jones, wishing to fire again before board- 
ing, called him down, but his impetuosity could 
not be restrained, and he was already on the bow- 
sprit of the Frolic ; when seeing the ardour and 
enthusiasm of the Wasp's crew, Lieutenant Biddle 
mounted on the hammock cloth to board. At 
this signal the crew followed, but Lieutenant 
Biddle's feet got entangled in the rigging of 
ihe enemy's bowsprit, and Midshipman Baker, 
in his ardour to get on board, laying hold of his 
coat, he fell back on the Wasp's deck. He 
sprang up, and as the next swell of the sea brought 
the Frolic nearer, he got on her bowsprit, where 
Lang and another seaman were already. He 
passed them on the forecastle, and was surpri- 
sed at seeing not a single roan alive on the 
Frolic's deck, except the seaman at the wheel, and 
three officers. The deck was slippery with blood, 
and strewed with the bodies of the dead. As he 
went forward, the Captain of the Frolic, with 

•John Lang is a native of New-Brunswick, in 
Kew- jersey. We mention with great pleasure, the 
name of this brave American seaman, as a proojf that 
conspicuous valour is confined to no rank in the na* 
yal service* 
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two Other officers who were standing on thequar*- 
ter deck, threw down their swords, and made an 
inclination of their bodies, denoting that they bad 
surrendered. At this moment, the colours wer^ 
still flying, as, probably, none of the seamen of 
the Frolic would dare to go into the rigging, for 
fear of the musketry of the Wasp. Lieutenant 
Biddle, therefore, jumped into the rigging bim« 
self, and hauled down the British ensign : posses*- 
sion was taken of the Frolid in forty-three minutes 
after the first fire, Sbts was in a -shocking condi- 
tion ; the birth-deck, particularly^ was crowded 
with dead, and wounded, and dying ; -there being 
but a small proportion of the Frolic's crew who had 
escaped. Captain Jones instantly sent on board 
his Surgeon's mate; and^allthe blankets of the 
Frolic were brought from her slop- room for the 
comfort of' the wounded. To increase this con- 
fusion, both the Frolic's masts soon fell, covering 
the dead' and every thing on deck, and' she lay a 
comjJete' wrecks 

It now appeared that the Frolic mouiHed sis'* 
teen thirty- two pound carronades, four twelve* 
pounders oir the main-deckj and two twelve-pound 
carronades. She was, therefore, superior *to the 
Wasp, by exactly four twelver-pounders. The 
number of men on board, as stated by the officers 
oftbe Frolic,' was one hundred and ten-^l>e num* 
ber of seaman on board the Wasp was one hun-^ 
dred- and two ; but it could not be ascertained, 
whether id this one hundred and ten, were includ"" 
ed the marines, and officers ; for the Wasp had 
besides her one hundred and two men, officers 
and marines', making the whole crew about one 
hundred and thirty-five. What is however de* 
eisive, as to their comparative force, is, that the 
officers of the Frolic acknowledged that they had 
M-mdoy mea M tbey kMw what to4o witb^ mA 



104 B10GRAPH7 or AMCRICAK 

in fact the Wasp could have spared fifteen men. 
There was, therefore, on the most favourable 
view, at least an equality of men, and an ine- 
quality of four guns. The disparity of loss was 
much greater. The exact number of killed and 
wounded on board the Frolic could not be pre- 
cisely determined ; but from the observations of 
our officers, and the declarations of those of the 
Frolic, the number could not be less than about 
thirty killed, including two officers, and of the 
wounded between forty and fifty, the Captain and 
second Lieutenant being of the number. The 
Wasp bad five men killed and five slightly wound* 
ed- 

All bands were now employed in clearing the 
deck, burying the dead, and taking care of the 
wounded, when Captain Jones sent orders to Lieu- 
tenant Biddle to proceed to Charleston, or any 
Southern port in the United States ; and as there 
was a suspicous sail to windward, the Wasp would 
continue her cruise. The ships then parted. The 
suspicious sail was now coming down very fast. 
At first it was supposed that she was one of the 
convoy, who had all fied during the engagement, 
and who now came for the purpose of attacking 
the prize. The guns of the Frolic were therefore 
)oaaed, and the ship cleared for action ; but the 
enemy, as she advanced, proved to be a seventy- 
four — the Poictiers, Captain Berresford. She 
fired a shot over the Frolic ; passed her ; overtook 
the Wasp, the disabled state of whose rigging 
prevented her from escaping ; and then returned 
to the Frolic, who could of course make so re- 
sistance. The Wasp and Frolic were carried ivtr 
to Bermuda. 

On the return of Captain Jones to the United 
States, he was every where received with the ut-r 
most demonstrations of gratitude and admiration^ 



MILITARY AND NATAL HEROES. 105 

< 

Brilliant entertaiDinents were given him in the 
cities through which he passed. The Legislature 
of his native state appointed a committee to wait 
on bim with their thanks, and to express the 
" pride and pleasure'' they felt in recognizing 
him as a native of their state : in the same reso- 
lution they voted him an elegant piece of plate, 
with appropriate engravings. The Congress of 
the United States, on motion of Mr. J. A. Bay- 
ard, of Delaware, appropriated 25,000 dollars, as 
a compensation to Captain Jones and his crew, 
for the loss they sustained by the re-capture of 
the Frolic. They also ordered a gold medal to 
be presented to the Captain, and a silver one to 
each of his officers. 

• Various other marks of honour were paid by 
the Legislatures and citizens of different states ^ 
but the most substantial testimony of approba- 
tion which he received, was the appointment to 
the command of the frigate Macedonian, captured 
from the British. 

The war having been concluded by the treaty 
of Ghent, a short respite from the thunder of can- 
non only was left him ; for in the summer of 1815, 
in this ship he sailed under Commodore Bain- 
bridge, in the squadron that followed Decatur's 
to the Mediterranean, to curb the insolence of the 
Dey of Algiers. 

When the squadron arrived in that sea, its offi- 
cers were mortified to find themselves deprived 
or their expected honours, by the treaty previous- 
ly effected by Decatur with that power, and the 
pacific demeanour of the others before its arri- 
val. Taking the circuit of that sea, the squad- 
ron, finding affairs in a favourable state, returned 
to the United States, at Newport, Rhode-Island, 
on the 16th of November, 1815, where it may be 
left until the wrings of their country call them 
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His SOD, Stephen Decatur, the present Com- 
modore, was born on the 5th January, 1779, on 
the eastern shore of Maryland, whither his parents 
had retired, whilst the British were in possession 
of Philadelphia. Thev returned to that city when 
he was a few months old, and he was there educa* 
ted and brought up. 

He received a midshipman's warrant in March, 
1798, and joined the frigate United States, under 
tbe command of Commodore Barry, who had ob** 
tained it for him. He continued for some time 
with that officer, and was promoted to the rantt 
of Lieutenant. Tbe United States at that time 
requiring some repairs, he requested an order to 
join the brig Norfolk, then bound to the Spanish 
Main. He performed one cruise in her as first 
Lieutenant, and then resumed his station on board 
of the United States, where he remained until the 
afaira with France were settled. 

He was then ordered to the £ssex, as first Lieu- 
tenant, and sailed with Commodore Dale's squad- 
ron to the Mediterranean. On its return he was 
ordered to the New-York, one of the second Me- 
'literranean souadron, under the command of 
Commodore Morris. 

When he returned to the United States, he was 
ordered to take command of the Argus, and pro- 
ceeded in her to join Commodore Preble's squad- 
ron, then in the mediterranean, and on his avnval 
there, to resign tbe command of the Argus to 
Lieutenant Hull, and take the schooner Enter- 
prise, then commanded by that officer. After 
making that exchange, he proceeded to Syracuse, 
where the squadron was to rendezvous. On his 
arrival at that. port, he was informed of the fate of 
the frigate Philadelphia, which had run aground 
on the Barl>ary coast, and had fallen into the 
hands of the Tripolitans. The idea immediately 
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presented Itself to bis mind of attempting her re- 
capture or destruction. On Commodore Pre- 
ble's arrival, a few days afterwards, he proposed 
to him a plan for the purpose, and volunteered 
his service to execute it. That officer at first 
disapproved of an enterprise so full of peril ; but 
the risk and difficulties that surrounded it, onl y 
stimulated the ardour of Decatur, and imparted 
to it an air of adventure, fascinating to his ima- 
gination. 

, The consent of the Commodore having been 
obtained. Lieutenant Decatur selected for the ex- 
pedition the ketch Intrepid, which he had captur- 
ed a few weeks before from the enemy, and man- 
ned her with seventy volunteers, mostly his own 
crew. He sailed from Syracuse, on the third of 
February, J 804, accompanied by the United 
States' brig Syren, Lieutenant Stewart, who wa^ 
to aid with his boats and to receive the crew of 
the ketch, in case it should be found expedient to 
use her as a fire-ship. 

After fifteen days of very tempestuous weather 
they arrived ofi" Tripoli a little before sunset. It 
had been arranged between Lieutenants Decatur 
and Stewart, that the ketch should enter the har- 
bour about ten o'clock that night, attended by tlie 
boats of the Syren. On arriving off the port, tlie 
Syren in consequence of a change, of wind, had 
beeq thrown six or eight miles without the Intre- 
pid; • The wind at this time was fair, but fast de- 
clining, and Lieutenant Decatur apprehended 
Ihat, should he wait for the Syren's boats to come 
up, it might be too late to make the attack that 
night. Such delay might be fatal to the enter- 
prise, as they could not remain longer on tlic 
coast, their provisions being nearly exhausted. 
For these reasons he determined to adventure 
into the harbour alone, which he did about eigl.t 
o'clock. 
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An idea may be formed of the extreme hazard 
of this enterprise from the situation of the frigate. 
She was moored witliin half gun shot of the Ba- 
shaw's castle, and of the principal battery. Two 
of the enemy's cruisers lay within two . cables' 
length on the starboard quarter, and their gun- 
boats within half gun-shot on the starboard bow* 
All the guns of the frigate were mounted and load- 
ed. Such were the' immediate ,perils which he 
ventured to encounter with a single ketch, beside 
the other dangers that abound in that strongly 
fortified barbour. 

Although from the entrance to the^place where 
the frigate lay was onjy three miles, yet in coose-. 
quence of the lightness of the wind, they did not. 
get within hail of her until eleven o'clock. When 
they had approached witliin .two hundred yards, 
they were hailed and ordered to anchor, or they 
would be fired into. Lieutenant Decatur ordered 
a Maltese pilot, who was on board the ketch, to 
answer that they bad lost their anchors in a gale 
of wind on the coast, and therefore could not com* 
ply with their request. By this time it had be- 
come perfectly calm, and they were about fifty 
yards from the frigate. Lieutenant Decatur or- 
dered a small boat that was alongside of the ketcli, 
to take a rope and make it fast to the frigate's fore- 
chuns. This being done, they began to warp the 
ketch alongside. It was not until this moment 
that the ' enemy suspected the character of their 
visitor, and great confusion immediately ensued. 
This enabled our adventurers to^et alongside of 
the'frigate, wben Decatur immediately sprang a- 
board, followed by Mr Charles Morris, Midship- 
mao* These tviro were nearly a minute ou the 
deck before their companions could succeed in 
mounting the side. Fortunately, the Turks had 
not sufficiently recovered from their surprise to 

TOL. II. 10 
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take advantage of this delay. They were crowd- 
ed together oh the qaarter*deck, perfectly aston- 
ished and aghast, without Gdaking any attempt to 
oppose tlie assailing party. As soon as a safficient 
number of his men had gained the deck, to form a 
front equal to that of the enemy, they rushed in 
upon them. The Turks stood the assault but a 
sho^ time, and were completely overpowered. 
About twenty were killed on the spot, man v jump- 
ed overboard, and the rest fled to the main-decK, 
whither they were pursued and driven to the 

hold. 

After entire possession kad been gained of the 
skip, and every tiring prepared to set fire to hen 
a number of launches were seen rowing about the 
harbour. This determined Lieutenant Decatur 
to remain in the frigate from whence a better 
defence could be made than from on board the 
ketch. The enemy had already commenced firing 
dpon them from their batteries and castle, an(I 
from two corsairs that were lying near. Peixeivlnp 
that the launches did not attempt to approach, he 
ordered that the ship should be set pn fire, which 
was done, at the same time, in diflerent parts. 
As soon as this was completely effected, they left 
her, and such was the rapidity of the flames, that 
it was with the utmost difficulty they preserv^ the 
ketch. At this critical moment, a most propitious 
breeze sprang up, blowing directly out of the har- 
bour, which, in a few minutes, carried them be- 
yond the reach of the enemy's guns, and they 
made good their retreat without the loss of a sin- 
gle man, and with but four wounded. 

For this gallant and romantic achievement. 
Lieutenant Decatur was made Post-captain, there 
being no intermediate grade. This promotion 
^as done with the consent of the oracers over 
tvhose beads he was raised. 
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In the ensuing spring, it being determined to 
make an attack upon Tripoli, Commodore Preble 
obtained from the King of Naples the loan of six 
^n«boats and two bombards, which he formed 
into two divisions, and gave the command of one 
of them to Captaip Decatur, the other to Lieuten- 
ant Somers. The squadron sailed from Syracuse, 
consisting of the frigate Constitution, the brig 
Sjren, the schooners Nautilus and Vixen, and the 
gun-boats. 

Having arrived on the coast of Barbary, they 
were for some days prevented from making the 
attack, by adverse wind and weather ; at length, 
on the morning of the 2d of August, the wei^thei^ 
being favourable, the signal was made fron^ the 
Commodore's ship to prepare for actipn, the 
light vessels towing the gun-boats to windward. 
At nine o'clock the signal was made for bombard* 
ing the town and the enemy's vessels. The gun- 
boats were cast off^ and advanced in a line ahead^ 
led on by Captain Decatur^ and covered by the 
frigate Constitution^ and the brigs and schooners^ 
The enemy's gun-boats were ipnpored along the 
mouth of the harbour under the batteries, and 
within musket shot. Their sails had been taken 
away from them, and they were prdered to sinlJL 
rather than abandon their position. They wer^ 
aided and covered likewise by a brig of sixteen 
and a schooner of ten euns. 

Before entering intp close action, Captain De- 
catur ^ent alongside each of his boats, and order- 
ed them to unship their bowsprits and follow him, 
as it was his iutention to follow the enemy's boats. 
Lieutenant James Decatur commanded one of the 
boats belonging to Lieutenant Somers' division, 
but being further to windward than the rest of hi^ 
division, he joined and took orders from his bro- 
ther. 
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' When C^ptaio Decatur, who was in the leading 
boat, came within range of the fire from the bat- 
teries, a heavy fire was opened upon him from 
them and from the gun-boats. He returned their 
Are, and continued advancing until be came in 
contact with the boats. At this time Commodore 
Preble, seeing Decatur approaching nearer than 
he thought prudent, ordered the signal to be made 
for a retreat, but it was found that in making out 
;si^als for the boats, one for a. retreat had been 
omitted. The enemy's boats had about forty men 
each ; his, an equal number, twenty-seven of whom 
were American and thirteen Neapolitans. Deca- 
tur on boarding the enemy was instantly foQowed 
by his countrj'men, but the Neapolitans remained 
behind. The Turks did not sustain the combat, 
hand to hand, with that firmness they had gained 
a reputation for : in ten minutes the deck was 
€^eared ; eight of them sought refuge in the hold ; 
and of the rest some fell on the deck, and others 
jumped into the sea. Only three of the Ameri- 
cans were wounded. 

As Decatur was about to proceed out with his 
prize, the boat which had been commanded by 
his brother came under his stern, and informed 
him that they had engaged and captured one of 
the' enemy ; but that her Commander, after sur* 
rendering, had treacherously shot Lieutenant 
James Decatur, and pushed off with the boat, and 
was then making for the harbour. 

The feelings of the gallant Decatur, on receiv- 
ing this intelligence, may more easily be imagined 
than described. Every consideration of prudence 
and safety was lost in his eagerness to punish so 
dastardly an act, and to avenge Jhe death of a 
brother so basely murdered. He pushed within 
the enemy's line with his single boat, and having 
succeeded in getting alongside his retreating foe. 
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boarded her at the bead of eleveo men who were 
all the Americans be bad left. 

The fate of this contest was extremely doubtful 
for twenty minutes. AU the Americans except 
four were now severely wounded. Pecatur now 
singled out the Commander ai the peculiar o);)ject 
of his vengeance. The Turk wa;$ armed with an 
espontooUy Pecatur with a cutlass : attempting to 
cut off the he^d of the weapon^ hif sword struck 
on the iron and broke clo^e to t{^ hilt* Th& 
Turk at this mpment made ^ push, which slightly 
wounded him in th^ right arm and breast.^ Sfe 
immediately seized the spear &nd c)os^d with him. 
A fier.ce struggle en^ u^d, and bo^b fell, Pecatur 
uppermofst. By this time tbi^ Turk had drawn 
a dagger from his hel^, and was AbQi^t to plunge 
it in the body of his foe, when Decatur caught hU 
arin, and shot him with a pii&tp), whi(:h he hfd 
taken from his pocket. During the time they 
were strugglipg op the deck, the crews rushed to 
the aid of their commander^) a|4id a most sangvtii 
nary conflict tpok place, insomuch that when De* 
catur bad despatched bis adversary, it was with 
the greatest difficulty be could e^ctricate himself 
irom the killed and wovind^d that had fallei). 
around him. 

'During the early part pfDe^atur'/s struggle with 
the Tiirk, be was availed iq the re^r by one of 
the enemy, who had just aim^ a blow at bi$ 
bead witji his sabre, that mu$t hav9 b^en fatal ; 
at this learful juncture, a sailor, who had been sq 
h^dly wounded ^s to lose the i^s? of his b^dsp 
seeing no o^ber ine^ns 9f sieving bis Co^mandei% 
FMshed between b^m and th^ ;ypliAed Sfibre, an4 
received the blow pn bis own head* wbiph fracturr 
td \m Ml* TMl generous ffttaw survived, and 
ftpw recfBiives a pe^ipn fr4i^ ^vfemmentr 

O^MdV m^^pM^ io ge^lM( wH^ i>9^ ^ ^^^ 

10* 
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prizes to the squadron, and the next day received 
the highest commendation, in a general order, 
from Commodore Preble, When th»t able offi- 
cer was superseded in the command of the squa- 
dron, he gave the Constitution to Captain Deca- 
tur, who had some time before received his com- 
missionr From that ship he was removed to the 
Congress, and returned home in her when peace 
"was concluded with Tripoli. On his return to 
the United States, he was employed in super- 
intending gun-boats, until the anairof the Chesa- 
peake, when he was ordered to supersede Commo- 
dore Barron in the command of that ship, since 
which period he has had the command of the 
Southern squadron. When the United States was 
again put in commission, he was removed from 
the Chesapeake to that frigate. 

^he late war with Great Britain gave Commo- 
dore Decatur another opportunity of adding to 
the laurels he bad won. On the 25th October^ 
]%12, in lat. 29, N. long. 29 30 W. he fell in with 
his Britannic Majesty's ship Macedonian, mount- 
ing 49 carriage guns. This was one of the finest 
frigates in the British navy, and commanded by 
Captain S. Cuxlen, one of the ablest officers. — 
She was in prime order, two years old, and but 
four months out of dock. The enemy being to 
windward, had the advantage of choosing his own 
distance ; and, supposing the United States to be 
t(ie Essex, (which only mounted carronades,) 
Kept at first at long shot, and did not, at any mo- 
ment, come within the complete effi?ct of the mus- 
ketry and grape. After the frigates had come to 
close action, the battle was terminated in a very 
short period by the enemy's surrender. The 
whole engagement lasted for an hour and a half, 
being prolonged by the distance at which the 
early part of it was fought, and by ^ h^n^vy swell 
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ftf the «ea. The superior gunnery of the Ameri* 
cans was apparent in this as in all their other ^ 
actions. The Macedonian lost her mizen-mast, 
fore and main top-masts and main yard, and was 
much cut in the hull. Her loss was thirty-six 
killed, and sixty-eight wounded. The damage of 
the United States was comparatively trivial, . four 
killed and seven wounded : and she suffered so 
little in her hull and rigging, that she might have 
continued her cruise, had not Commodore Deca- 
tur thought it important to convoy his prize into» 
port. His reception of Captain Carden on board 
ef the United States was truly characteristic. On 
presenting his sword, Decatur X)bservied ' that he 
could not think of taking the sword of an officer 
vho had defended his ship so gallantly, but he 
should be happy to take him by the hand. 

Commodore Decatur convoyed his prize, in her 
shattered condition, across a vast extent of ocean, 
swarming with foes, and conducted her trium- 
phantly into port ; thus placing immediately be- 
fore the eyes of his countrymen a noble trophy of 
skill and national prowess. 

Tlifi crew of the United States, on deck, were 
amused at this time, by an odd occurrence. An 
old negro on board this ship, who had formerly 
sailed under Carden, and ha^ frequently heard 
him express a wish to meet in contest a Yankee 
ship of war, had posted himself at the companion 
door, and as Captain Decatur was escorting his 
captive guest to tbe cabin, the old negro accosted 
the Captain of the Macedonian- with "\Eg'arf, mas^ 
w, you glad you see Yankee now»^^^ It was with 
much ado that the Commodore could restrain the 
risible muscles of his countenance. He ordered 
the black to begone, and the old fellow went qflf 
contiDuing the repetition of the odd phrase^ to the. 
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no small amusement of the American tars who 
had just achieved this'conquest. 

After the action, the Macedonian was brought 
into Newport, (R. I.) under the command of Lieu- 
tenant William H. Allen, where she was partially 
repaired. From Newport, she proceeded to New- 
York, where the command was given to Gaptaiii 
Jacob Jones, and that of the Argus, to Mr. Allen. 
The United States had previously arrived at that 
port, and both ships were put iq a condition to 
proceed to sea. Accordingly, in the latter part 
of the month of May, 1S13, they, in company 
with the Hornet, sloop of war. Lieutenant Bid- 
die, sailed from New- York, down Long-Island 
sound, for the purpose of avoiding the British 
squadron off New-York, and proceeding to se^ 
by the east end of Long-Island. On the first of 
June, the appearance off Montaug-point, of a 
seventy-four, two frigates, and some other vessels, 
part of a large Brttish force, then in the vicinity, 
in a hostile attitude, induced Commodore Deca« 
tur to put into New-London harbour ; the British 
sqliadron following closely, but without efiect. 
In the evening, the ships were drawn up abreast of 
r^ew-London fort, extending across the harbour ; 
the United States in the centre, the Macedonian 
pn the right, and the Hornet on the left, in expec? 
iation of an att^k. For a long time, the squad- 
ron remained In the ba^bou^ of New-London, 
vigilantly blockaded by a British force, under the 
command of Sir Thomas Hardy, of the RaQiilies, 
74, composed from time to time, of different ships 
^nd subsequently under different cpmmanders. 
Attempts were mad« by the one party to escape^ 
md diemonstrations were exhibited by the othe^t 
of attack ; but ^fter t^e removal of the foi^ner* 
to aip interior apd safer place, the intentioa of 
escaping, and the expectation of attack^ no longer 
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existed. Although, dunng this blockade, the ob^ 
jects for which the squadron was equipped, were 
rendered hopeless, yet the masterly dispositions 
of the Commodore, forbade all apprehensions for 
its safety : and although much had been expected', 
from such a force, under such commanders, yet, 
the spirit of the country was not depressed by the 
disappointment, nor was the well earned reputa- 
tion of thes€ officers impaired by an event, which 
was justly considered to be unavoidable. The 
government of the United States, unwilling to 
employ the activity and^ talents of Commodore 
Decatur, in merely superintending an inactive; 
and comparatively secure portion of its navy, ap- 
pointed him to the ship President, recently under 
the command of Commodore Rodgers, and then 
at New-Tork. In this Isituation, Commodore De- 
catur was still watched, but under circumstances 
which favoured the hope of bringing his powers 
into action. 

On the fourteenth day t>f January, 1815, it was 
supposed that the opportunity long^ waited for, of 
giving scope to the capabilities of the ship Presi- 
dent, and exercise to the talents of her command- 
er, presented itself. She got under way in the 
morning, and anchored again within the Hook. 
After getting again under way she struck the 
ground, injured her false keel, and sustained other 
damage : but being still tight, she stood away to 
the eastward, with a stiff breeze from the north- 
west. At five o'clock in the morning of the fif- 
teenth, a large sail was discovered, nearly ahead ; 
the ship immediately hauled up in the wind, when 
three more sail were discovered, in chase. At 
day-light, the nearest ship, which was a razeei 
commenced firing from her bow gun, but without 
effect, the shot falling short ; and it was soon 
found that the President had distanced the r^zec^. 
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The wind at this time growing light, the other 
ships evidently gained on her, particularly one 
ship, a heavy frigate, neared her fast. As the 
only alternative, the Commodore ordered the ship 
to be lightened; provisions were thrown over- 
board, water started, and every exertion made, 
that could facilitate her sailing ; and the sails kept 
constantly wet. At ten o'clock another sail ap* 
peared, on the weather beam ; she was a sloop of 
war, and was standing down for the President. 
At three o 'clock, the nearest ship had got within 
gun-shot, and commenced and kept up a con- 
stant fire, from her bow guns, which w^s immedi- 
ately returned, but with Uttle effect on either side, 
^here being a high irregulspr sea. livery hope of 
fscape, as the wind then was, without coming to 
close action, had vanished. The gallant Commo* 
(dpr^ then cpnceived the bold design, of closing 
and boarding the epemy ; the boarders were call- 
ed, and all bands greeted him with three hearty 
Ncbeers. 

^^It was truly astonisl^ing (ss^s an. eye witness 
on board) to see the cool, deliberate courage and 
cheerfulness, that prevailed among the officers 
^nd crew, iq the face of aq eneipy more than four 
times their force. Froni this you may conceive 
what we would have done,Jiad we any thing like 
4m eqqal force to contend with. £very arrange- 
ment was now made, to c}ose. with the leading 
ship, which had at this time, rapged up nearly 
within pistol shot ; our brave Commodore placing 
hin)se]f at th^ bead of the boarders. At 5 p. m. 
we wore short round, with the intention of laying 
him on board — but, as if be had anticipated our 
design, he ipimediatcly wore, and hauled to the 
wind, fearing to close, although the whole squad- 
ron were coming up fast : be having the wind, it 
was impossible to close for boarding; we thea 
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Opened our fire, and in fifteen fninutes his sails 
were very much cut up ; both ships now falling 
off, continued engaging before the wind, for an 
hour and a half; in which time his spars, sails and 
t*igSiQS were literally cut to pieces, and his fire 
neariy silenced, only firing single guns at long in- 
tervals. We now quit him, and in hauling up, had 
to expose ourselves to a raking fire,* but he was 
so much cut up that he could not avail himself of 
the advantage, and only fired three or four shot ; 
we then, astonishing to relate, went out of action 
with every sail set, and soon left our antagonist 
out of sight. We were now going off, with every 
thing set, our damage but trifling ; sails all wet 
again, and began almost to flatter ourselves on 
the probability of escaping. Had thick weather 
set in, of which there was every appearance,^ no 
doubt but we should have succeeded — on the con- 
trary it continued fine, and ihe three other ships 
plainly discerniblei making their night signals, 
two in particular, nearin^us fast, as the concus- 
sion of our guns had destroyed the wind, whereas 
they were bringing up the breeze with "them. 

'* About two hours from the time we left the ship 
we had engaged, one of the enemy had approach- 
ed within half gun shot, the other taking a raking 
position : being now assailed by so superior a 
force, without any probability of escape, our 
brave Commodore with great reluctance, faieing 
dictstted by motives or humanity, ordered a sig- 
nal of surrender to be made ; notwithstanding, 
they continuedto fire into us formore than fifteen 
minutes, through mistake. We were now taken 
possession of by the Pomone and Tenedos of 38| 
and Majestic razee, of 62 guns ; and found the 
ship we had engaged was the Endyroion, mount- 
ing 51 guns, long 24 pounders on her gun deck. 
Our loss, as you may suppose from the length of 
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tlie action, was very great ; as near as I coul J 
learn, we had twenty-four killed, and fifty four 
wounded. Commodore Decatur received a se- 
vere contusion on the breast. Among our killed, 
were our first, fourth, and fifth Lieutenants. The 
first^ Mr. Babbit, was killed early in the action ; 
be was an officer of the greatest merit and brave- 
ry, in whom the service has lost one of its bright- 
est ornaments. Messrs. Hamilton and Howell 
were also officers of great merit. Among the 
wounded, was the master, and one midshipman. 

" The loss of the enemy has been very severe : 
from his endeavours to conceal it, I have not 
been able to learn the number, though some of our 
officers state, who were taken on board the En- 
dymion, that ten men were thrown overboard the 
night after the action, from Ihat ship. The day 
after the miction, was remai kabiy fine, and gave 
them an excellent opportunity to secure the n\asts, 
&£c. but they being so elated with their success, 
it was in a manner neglected. At ten, that night, 
there came on a most violent gale of wind, which 
continued with unabated fury for thirty hours. 
Next morning, all ovir masts went by the board 
within an hour of each other ; our situation now 
became truly alarming-*-the wreck of the masts 
beating against tlie ship's bottom— verv few of 
the guns secured — some loose, going from side 
to side — The sliip rolling; gangways under, Ijing 
in the trough of the sea; whicli at times was ma- 
king free passage over her, and seven feet water 
in the hold. The crew very nearly worn out, and 
quite disheartened, but, by the exertions of a few 
of our crew', who were left on board to take care 
of the sick, the wreck of the masts was wHh great 
difficulty cleared away. The ship then lay much 
easier, and by fresh exertions at the pumps, we 
had the joy to find we gained on the leak^ ^nd by 
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night had the pleasure of finding the pumps to 
suck. Notwithstanding it continued to blow ex- 
cessive hard, we began to have confidence that' 
she would weather the gale. Our poot* wounded 
men sufiered very much ; some, from the nature' 
of their wounds, were not able to lay in their 
iiammocks, and were tossed from side to side with 
the violent rolling of the ship, which hastened^ 
the death of several. The gale moderating next' 
(lay, they commenced getting up jury, masts, and 
in ten days arhVed at Bermuda, where we fbund' 
the Pomone and Endymion ; the latter had lo^t 
all her masts and bowsprit, bad hove all her up- 
per deck guns overboard in the gale, and wan 
very near foundering." 

(Jommodore Decatur arrived at New-London' 
in fourteen days from Bermuda, on the twenty- 
second day of February, in the Narcissus frigate, 
Captain Gordon. On his landing, the populace' 
])laced hini in a carriage, and drew him through 
Uie principal streets of New*London', amidst the 
iiouts of thousands of the citizens of that town 
and the vicinity. On setting him'down at Br6wn's 
Hotel, the Commodore attempted to address the' 
multitude but the acclamations were so loud and 
iocessanti that he could not be iieard. In the 
< vcning, Commodore Decati]ir, Commodore Shaw/ 
irid other ofiicers of the United States' navy, and 
of the army ; together \Vlth Captain Garland of 
tiic Superb, Captain Gordon of the Narcissus, 
in<l upwards of forty other ofiicers of the British' 
ijuadron ofl* New-London, attendisd an' elegant' 
'^n\\, which was civen in celebration of peace and 
iljc birth day of Washington. 

The aflairs of the United States with Algiers,' 
t^suming a hostile appearance; the Commodone 
.*as despatched in tnfe summci' of 1815, wJtli a 
qMttdron, to the Mediterranean, to reduce that re- 

^Oh. 11. 11 
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geucy to a more pacific disposition. He was to 
be succeeded by another squadron under Commo- 
dore Bainbridge. Panting for glory, Decatur 
hoisted his flag on board the United States' friplc 
Guerriere, and sailed with his squadron from Nt w- 
Ifork on the 18th of May, for his destination, 
with all possible despatch ; in order to settle ai- 
fairs with the Algerines before the arrival of the 
second squadron, and thus secure to himself the 
honours which would otherwise entwine another s 
brow. On bis passage thither, he had the good 
fortune to fall in with the Algerine Admiral Rajs 
Hammida, who was cruising against the Ameri- 
cans. Findii^ it impossible to escape, the Turk 
determined to defend his ship to the last, nor was 
the crescent lowered, until her gallant commander 
was no more. This ship was called the Mirboha, 
of 46 guns, and between four and five hundroii 
men, and struck in twenty-five minutes after the 
action begun. The number of prisoners were 
four hundred and six, and upwai'ds of thirty killi il. 
The action was fought ofi" Cape de Gatt, on the 
17th of June, 1815. On the 19th of the same 
month, off Cape Palos, after a chase of throe 
liours, he captured an Algerine brig of twenly- 
two guns, and one hundred and eighty men ; one 
hundred of whom escaped in their boats prior to 
the capture of the brig. 

. Commodore Decatur arrived before Algiers, on 
the 29th June, and hoisted a flag of truce on 
board the Guerriere, with the Swedish flag at the 
main. A boat came off with Mr. Norderllnc, 
Consul of Sweden, and the Captain of the port, 
to whom the capture of the frigate and brig \> as 
communicated, and to whom Commodore Deca- 
tur and William Thaler, Esq. acting as commis- 
sioners to negotiate a peace, delivered a letter 
for the Dey, from the President of the United 
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States ; and also a note from themselves, of iivhicli 
the foUowing is a copy : 

" TkeJimeriean Commissioners to theJDey of Algiers* 

" The undersigned have the honour to inform 
his Highness the Dey of Algiers, that they have 
been appointed by the President of the United 
States of America, Commissioners Plenipotentiary 
to treat of peace with his Highness, and, that pur- 
suant to their instructions, they are ready to open 
a negotiation for the restoration of peace and har- 
mony between the two Countries, on terms just and 
honourable to both parties ; and they feel it in- 
cumbent on them to state explicitly to his High- 
ness, that they are instructed to t)*eat upon no other 
principle, than that of perfect equality, and oii the 
terms of the most favoured nations : no stipula- 
tion for paying any tribute- to Algiers, under any 
form whatever, will be agreed tb. 

'* The undersigned^have the honour to transmit 
herewith,* a letter from the President of theUnitied 
Statesj and they avail themselves of this occasioil 
to assure his Highness of their high consideratiodi 
and profoundVespect;" 

The Captain of the port' then requested that 
hostilities should cease preceding the negotiation, 
and that persons might be sent ashore to treat. 
Both propositions were rejected, the American 
Commissioners declaring that the negotiation^ 
must be carried on, on board the fleet, and that 
hostilities as respected vessels, shouM not cease. 
On the following day, the Swedish Consul and 
the Captain of the port came on board with full 
powers to negotiate. The American Commis- 
sioners produced the model of a treaty which 
tiicy declared would not be departed from in sub- 
stance. Every attempt on the part of Algiers, 
to obtain a modification of it proved fruitless y 
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6ven the restoration of the captpred ves&els was 
positively refused. Upon consideration, how- 
ever, the American Commissioners resolved to re- 
store the captured vessels as 9l favour ^ and not as 
patter of treaty, giving the Algerine to under* 
stand, that even this would depend on the signing 
of the treaty as presented. The Algerine Cap- 
tain then proposed a truce, to deliberate on the 
proposed terms ; the reply was " not a minute ; 
if your squadron appears in sight before the 
treaty is actually signed by the Dey, and the 

f>i;lsQaers jsent .pff, ours would cs^ture them !" 
. t .wa^ dually agreed that hostilities^ should cease 
>yhen:the j^jgerkie boat should, be perceived com- 
i^K qff with ii white flag hoisted, the S.wedi^ Cou- 
ful pledging his word of honour not, to hoiat it .un- 
less .^be ,tceaty was signed, and >the prisoners iu 
the boat. The Slwedish .Consul and Algerine iQltp* 
tain returned on ^shore, and although the ,4ist;aoce 
was JpU ^ve miles, they .came badk within three 
boiirs with the ireaty signed, and havine with 
ihem the prisoners who were to be released from 
i;aptivity pv the terms of the treaty. 

Commodore Decatur despatched the United 
plates' ^brig Epervier, Lae.utenant Shubrick, with 
the .pleasing i^i^orm^tion to the American govern- 
nvc^nt. This vessel lyas Jost and supposed to have 
)bunder,ed .at sea, with the prisoners 0|i hoard, 
as nothing was ever lieard o^ her since. 

After having visited the other Barbary ports of 
Ti^nis and ^ripoji. Commodore Decatur landed 
fi^t Mussina eight Neapolitan , captives, whose re- 
lease be obtained in his negotiations with the Dey 
of Algiers. This fact was communica^ted to the 
Minister .of JPoreigo affajrs of the king of the 
Two Sicilies, at Naples, on the 8tb of September, 
1815, and i;eceived a flattering and friendly an- 
swer. Decatur r^turped to the Unitjed States in 
November of the same year. 
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Congress having, on the 7th of February, 1815, 
enacted a law authorising the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to ap- 
point three officers of the navy, whose rank should * 
not be below a Post-captain, to constitute a Board 
of Commissioners for the navy of the United 
States, Commodore Decatur, on bis return from' 
the Mediterranean, wa« selected by President 
Madison as one of these. He was in the vigilant 
find satisfactory exercise of the duties of this of- 
fice, when he was challenged to single combat,' 
with pistols, by Commodore James Barron, for- 
merly of the frigate Chesapeake, and was mortal- 
ly wounded at the first fire. He was immediately 
conveyed to- the city of Washington, from Blad- 
ensburg, the scene of this bloody catastrophe, and 
(lied at his own residence on the night of the 22d 
of March, 1820, in excrutiating pain, but with 
manly firmness, amidst a vast circle of friendi^i 
great numbers of whom crowded to his dwelling 
dn the first news of his disaster. His remains 
were deposited^ on the 24th of the same month, 
in the vault of Kalorama, the well-known seat of 
the late Joel Barlow, Esq. 

On the day after Decatur's death, Mr. Ran- 
dolph introduced' several resolutions into the 
House of Representatives at WasHington, the par- 
ticular object of which was, that the House should 
pay a marked respect to the memory of the de- 
ceased. Mr. Taylor of New- York, opposed the 
motion, after allowing fully, all the merit due to 
the man, whose services were so signaHy honour- 
able to himself, and useful to his country. But 
Mr. Taylor could not agree to any interference, 
on the part of the House, which could, in the re-^ 
motesi manner, sanction a practice detestable in 
Itself, al war with the divine ordinance, and which 
was expressly forbidden, and rendered highly 

11* 
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penal, b^ the laws of tbe United Stfites, regulating 
the service to which the deceased was attached. 
In the words of Mr. Taylor, '' A^ died in the viola- 
iion of the laws qf Oo4 ond his country J*^ Mr. 
Randolph withdrew his notiop. 

On the d^y next after the disposal of Mr. Ran* 
^olph's resolutions, Mr. R. again rose iq the 
House, to renew the subject, and, after 9 speech 
of some length^rowing principally out of the re- 
ndarks of Mr. Taylor, moved a resolution to tliis 
effect : 

'^ That the speaker, officers, und members of 
this House, will attend the funeral of the late 
Stephen Decatur, Esq, of the United States' navy 
from his late residence, at 4 o'clock this after* 
i^oon." 

An soon as the motion was stated from the 
chair Mr. Holmes rose, apprehending, he said, 
the proposition might not receive an unanimous 
irote ; fearing to hear either yea or nay, on such 
a question ; and at the same time wishing to give 
every gentleman of the House an opportunity oi 
indulging his- own inclination, on this solemn and 
melancholy occasion, he moved that the House do 
now adjourn. 

This motion the reader is probably aware su* 
persedes all others, and precludes all debate. It 
was decided affirmatively, without debate, and tbe 
House adjourned. 

The Senate met on the same day, but after re- 
^^iving one or two reports from committees, ad* 
journed at an early hour, for the purpose, no doubt, 
of allowing the members an opportunity of at* 
tending the flmeral of Commodore Decatur, al* 
^ough nothing was said on tbe subject. 

However the members of Congress may have 
i)elt it their duty to decline, as such, doing honor 
to the men^ory of the brave Pecaturi yet, «s in- 
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divkluahf fhey joioed sincerely in the general sym- 
pathyi dnd uoiled in the procession which follow- 
ed toe corpse to the place of interment. 

The funeral vas accampanied with military 
honours, and a concourse of citicens and strangers, 
the most numerAus ever knpwn, on any similar oc« 
easion, in the District of Columbia. 

The fi>llowijig was the oiuder o( procession. 

1st, Funeral firing party of Marines, with mu« 
sic 

3d, Officers of the navy of the United States. 

3d, Officers of the marine corps. 

4th, The clergy. 

Stb, Pall bearers* Pall bearert. 

f Com. Rodgers, 
O 

w 



Com.Tingey, "] ^ 

Com. M'Donough, 



Com. Porter, 
Gen. Brown, 
Capt. Cassin, 
^ Capt. Chauncey. 



Gen. Jessup, 

Capt. Ballard 

Lieut. M'Pherson, 

6th, Relatives. 

7th, President of the United States and Heads of 
departments. 

8tb, Members of the Senate and House of Re- 
preventatives. 

0th, Judge9, Marshal, and other civil officers of 
the United States. 

lOtb, Officers of the United States. 

llth, The Mayorsy and other Civil Officers o» 
the district. 

12th, Foreign Ministers with their Suites, and 
Consuls pf foreign powers. 

13th, The Citizens. 

Thus, unfortunately, has ended a life, the ca* 
reer of which, until now, has been brilliant — hoo;- 
piMred by bis country, beloved by his friends, and 
blessed by the aftctloiis of. an amiable and ele* 
gapt. wowan, be su9k into a grave which sought 
BQl tbi9 sacrifice* He died to save hU honour: 
false philosophy!. 
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Commodore Decatur reached the prime ofli/e, 
and was in the height of his usefulness. H^ was 
pleasing in his person, of an intelligent and inter- 
esting countenance, and an eye in whose mild and 
brilliant lustre^ spirit, enterprise and urbanity 
were happily blended ; his deportment was man- 
ly and unassuming, his manners peculiarly gentle 
and engaging ; uniting the polish of the gentlemaa 
with the frank simplicity of the sailor. 

The family and friends of Commodore Decatur 
have one reflection to console them, he died a 
christian, after having lived just long enough to 
declare his conviction of the improper manner in 
which he had consented to the meeting ; and to 
throw himself upon the mercy of that God whose 
laws he had violated. 



CAPTAIN 

CHARLES MORRIS 

Was born in • the month of October, 1784, at 
Woodstock, in the state of Connecticut. His 
predilection for the navy, was early and strong. 
At the age of about fifteen, he was appointed Mid* 
shipman, and sailed from Portsmouth in the ship 
Congress, under tlie command of Captain Sever; 
when that ship, and the Essex, under the com- 
mand of Captain Preble, were ordered on a 
cruise in the Indian seas. During her voyage 
towards her destination, the Congress was dis- 
masted, and was obliged to put back for repairs. 
In this disaster, Mr. Morris had his shoulder dis- 
located by the falling of a spar; when his father,* 
then purser of the ship, inquired of him whether* 
he chose still to pursue the profession which be' 
had adopted, a prompt affirmative was the an- 
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surer: and^e 'Continued on board the same ihjp 
daring a cruise in the West*Indies. At his return, 
be went out^with Commodore Preble, -in the ship 
CoQstitution, ito the Mediterranean. At.Syracuse, 
he was one of the seventy who volunteered on the 
expedition, to burn the ship Philadelphia, then in 
the harbour of Tripoli. On the third day of Feb- 
ruary, 1804, the volunteers, under the command 
of taeutenant Decatur of the Enterprise, sailed 
from Sjrracuse, in the ketch Intrepid, on a duty, 
which .the Commodore himself would not encou- 
rage, .on account of the danger with which it must 
be attended. Hr. Morris was armed with the 
Commodore's pistols, which were offered him hy 
theCommodore,himself<^a:proo'f of the good opin^ 
ion eDtertaioed by the Commodore, of his youi|g 
adventurer. After .fifteen days tempestuous w«a^ 
iher, the Intrepid, with .her &e:vcenty men, entered 
the harbour. The Philadelphia was moored with- 
in Jmlf gun shot of .the Bashaw's castle,.and of the 
rincip^ battery. Two of the enemy^s cruisers 
ay within two cables' length, on the stai:boar4 
quarter ; and his gun-boats witlrin half gun sho^ 
on the starboard bow. All the guns of liie frigate 
were mounted and loaded. Such <were the im- 
mediate perils to be encountered with a sii\gle 
ketdi, besides the other dangers, thast abound ia 
a strongly fortified harbour. It was 4past eleven 
o^cIock at jnight, when the ketch came alongside 
Ihe frigate. Laeutenant Decatur and Mr. Morris 
instanuy sprung on hoard, .and afler receiving a 
reinib^rcement Jrom the ketch, attacked the Turks,, 
who in great consternation had fled to the quss^ 
ter deck, where Morris was the first of the assail- 
anu to set his foot. About twenty of the Turks 
were killed on the spot. The remainder, either 
leaped overboard, or were driven below. It w as 
so dark, that at two several times, Mr. Morris was 
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in danger of perishing by the hand of his gallant 
Commander ; once, at the attack of the quarter- 
deck, and the second time, on going to secure the 
magazine; in both instances being closely follow- 
ed by Lieut. Decatur. The object of this enter- 
prise was accomplished — the Philadelphia was set 
fire to, and destroyed. On his return, Mr. Morris 
vras promoted to the first lieutenancy on board the 
ship Hornet, commanded by Capt. Dent ; and, in 
that capacity, made a voyage to France, with de- 
spatches from the American to the French govern- 
inent. At Paris, he was presented to the £mperor, 
being the first instance where that dbtinction ^fhs 
ever conferred upon a Lieutenant : on this oc- 
casion, he presented his Majesty with a model of 
the ship Constitution. In Captain Isaac Hull's 
glorious achievements in the Constitution, Mr. 
Morris took a distinguished part as first Lieuten- 
ant. Her escape, on the 17th July, 1812, from a 
British squadron, consisting of one ship of the 
line, four frigates, a brig and a schooner, the 
nearest frigate being within gun shot for twenty- 
four hours, has justly been considered a masterly 
exertion of nautical skill.* Captain HuH, how- 
ever, insisted, with characteristic magnanimity^, 
that his officers, and particularly Lieutenant Alor- 
ris, should be partakers in the honour, which pub- 
lic opinioa was bestowing with great liberality 
upon himself. It may well be supposed, that the 
roost consummate seamanship was employed on 
this occasion, by both parties. On the nineteenth 
of the following August, in the capture of the 
Guerriere, carrying fifty guns, the gallantry and 
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• The chase continued for sixty hours, and i^as 
finally relinquished by the British Commanders, to 
their great mortification, in consequence of bein^ 
completely out-nranaMivred. 
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skUl of Lieutenant Morris were most conspicuous. 
He was dangerously wouDded by a ball, which 
entered the belly, on the left side, and passed out, 
grazing the inside of the hip bone in its passage. 
He survived, however, to hear his name associated 
with the most distinguished in the navy. 

As an expression of (heir ^sentiments towards 
Captain Hull and Lieutenant Morris the citizens 
of JPhiladelphia, after the capture of the Guer- 
riere, presented each of them with a superb piece 
of plate. -In the autumn of the same year, he was 
promoted to the rank of Post-captain. This 
excited some dissatisfaction, among the . officers 
of subordinate rank, who by this appointment had 
been passed over. Mr. L^iwrence, afterwards 
Captain of the Chesapeake, but at that time 
Master and Commander of the ship Hornet, ad- 
dressed remonstrances on the subject, both to the 
Secretary of the navy, and to Congress. But 
this cause of complaint was afterwards removed 
by the appointment of Messrs. Lawrence, Gordon, 
and Jones, to the same rank with Mr. Morris^ 
with the seniority in their favour, a measure adopt- 
ed in consequence of the representations of Mr. 
Morris himself. Captain Morris's commission 
bears date the day of the surrender of the Guer- 
riere. He was afterwards put in command of the 
Adams corvette, then in the Potomac, which he 
repaired, and carried to sea, through the British 
squadron, which then blockaded the Chesapeake 
bay. Having suffered severely in a gale of wind, 
he put into renobscot bay for repairs ; and for 
greater security, proceeded up the river to Hamp- 
den, about thirty miles from Castine. On the first 
day of September, 1814, while the ship was at 
Hampden, prepared for heaving down, and in no 
condition of defence, she was threatened b^ the 
appearance of a British force of sixteen sail, off* 



132 BIOGSAPHT OF AMSSICAN 

the "harbour of Castine. Preparations were in- 
stantly made to defend the ship, from the land. 
The cannon were sent on shore, batteries were 
thrown up, obstructions were placed in the river, 
■and the militia were called in from the country. 
Lieutenant Lewis by a forced march arrived from 
Castine, with a detachment of twenty'-eight of the 
United States' artillery, under his command. The 
militia were ill-provided with arms and ammuni- 
tion, which, as far as practicable, were supplied 
from the ship. On the third, the enemy made his 
attack: the militia fled and dispersed in every 
direction ; and nothing remained to do, but to 
prevent the ship from falling into the hands of the 
enemy, and make the best retreat. Accordingly 
the ship was set on fire, the guns spiked, and the 
men brought away, without the smallest injury 
from the fire of the enemy. Captain Morris's 
loss, was one seaman and one marine, taken pri- 
soners. That of the enemy, was estimated at 
eight or ten killed, and from forty to fifty wound- 
ed; principally by the 18 pounder, under the 
charge of JLieutenant Lewis. Since the above 
period, Captain Morris has been appointed to the 
command of the ship Congress, at Portsmouth, 
the very ship on board of which he first entered. 
Unpatronized and unobtrusive, Captain Morris 
may claim as his own, the progress he has made. 
In personal appearance, be exhibits too much of 
the pleasing, to justify ideas of the sturdy seaman, 
enduring hardships, toils, and wounds. He re- 
ceived, in February, 1815; the hand' of Mhs Har- 
riet Bowen, daughter of Dr. WiJliam Bowen, of 
Providence, (R. 1.) in marriage. 

He partook of the honours of Decatur in 1815, 
in settling afiairs with Algiers; In 1817, he was 
despatched in this ship with* an' agi^nt fh>m the 
United States t6 Haytr, tomakecertain demands 
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of the Haj^tian governments of Christophe and 
Petion, respecting their conduct towards som€ 
citizens of America. Having performed this ser- 
vice, he returned to the United States ia August 
of the same year. 



COMMOpOBi: 

DAVID POKTER. 

TuK subject of the following memoir, was the 
son of Captain David Porter, and was born in 
Boston on the 1st of February, 1780. His father 
bad been an officer in the American nav^, during 
the revolutionary war ; and after its conclusion, 
was appointed to the command of the revenue 
cutter Active, and removed with bis. family to 
Baltimore, 

The constitution of young Porter was delicate; 
but his mind was bent on the profession of a sea- 
man. He made his first voyage, with his father, 
to the West-Indies, at the age of sixteen ; and his 
second, as mate of a ship, from Baltimore to St. 
Domingo. In this voyage, his address, courage, 
and Constitution, were put to .the trial. He was 
twice impressed on board a British ship, and as 
many times efi*ected his escape* Being destitute 
of money, he was obliged to work his ptissage 
home, in a cold season, without the clothing ne- 
cessary to his health and comfort. "" 

He afterwards obtaiued a Midshipman's war- 
rant, on board the Constellation, Commodore 
Truxtun ; and was in the action with the French 
frigate L'lusurgente. His conduct in this action, 
procured for him the commission of a Lieutenant, 
on board the same ship, under Commodore Bar- 
i*on. He went next on boai^d the United States' 
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schoaner Experiment, under 'Captain Maley ; 
cruising on the coast of Hispaniola, fighting the 
brigands, and annoying their harbours in his boat. 
In the Atnpbitrile, a pilot boat schooner, with five 
•mall swivels, taken from the tops of the Constella- 
tion, and fifteen hands, he engaged a French priva- 
teer, mounting one long twelve pounder, and sev- 
eral swivels, manned with a crew of forty men, and 
accompanied by a prise ship, and a large barge 
with thirty men, and armed with swivels. With 
this fearful odds against him, and notwithstanding 
the loss of his rudder in the engagement, he made 
prize of the privateer and. ship, without the loss 
of a man ; though «everal wei^ wounded, and his 
vessel much injured. There were seven killed on 
board the privateer, and fifteen wounded. 

After his return from this voyage, he went to the 
West4ndies again, as first Lieutenant of the Ex- 
periment, commanded by Captain Charles Stew- 
art. At this time, French privateers were particu- 
larly troublesome to the American commerce ; but 
the appearance of the Experiment, and the vigour 
of her operations, struck such an «we into those 
commissioned bucaniers, as effectually to repress 
their depredations, and shut them within their own 
barbours. From the Experiment both Captain 
Stewart and Lieutenant Porter were trannated 
to the ^M^hooner Enterprise, on her going with the 
first squadron, to the Mediterranean. The En- 
terprise engaged a Tripolitan corsair of very su- 
perior force, and after a most severe conflict, in 
which the Enterprise made ffreat havoc among 
the enemy, and sufiered little herself, was eventu- 
idly the conqueror. On this, and on all other oc- 
casions, while on that station, whether in harbours 
.or at sea, in open battle, or on desperate enter- 
prises, the -valour, skill and promptitude of Lieu- 
tenant Porter, were conspicuous, and called forth 
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die 4ppIau«B of his superioiv and coropapiooi in 
arms* In one of these hazardous exploits, be was 
wouoded io the left thiffh. He joiaed the frigate 
Philadelphia, Captain fiainbridge, at Gibraltfir» ia 
September, 1803. Off the harbour of TriDpli^ on 
the 31st Octol^er, in fine weather, the Paihulelr 
phia gave chase to a Trijppljtan armed ship, an4 
la the pursuit, ra<i foul of a rock. After ioeffeC'- 
tual emleavpura to float the ship, the whole creipr 
and officers surrendered, and were carried prisonr 
ers to the city of Tripoli. There was a passage 
under the rooms where the officers were confinec^ 
through which the American sailors, employed op 
the public works, were in the habit of passing. 
From one of the rooms of this passage, a com«- 
munication vasi opened with the sailors, through 
a small bole in the wall. |n an unguarded, or 
unlucky moment, this coipmunication wi^s ^scpv* 
ered, and information given* to the Bashaw. Sud- 
denly the officer having the charge of the pastle^ 
rushed into the room, and demanded wbo had 
the presumption to do the forbidden deed. Tp 
this demand Porter i^nswered cooly, that he wi^ 
the author. He was immediately dragged awuj ^ 
but to what fate, bis friends neitheranew, iior 
could be informed. In this state of micertainty, 
they remained until relieved by the appearance 
of Porter himself. During this conQnement, 
Lieutenant Porter foiind refuge from tbe irk- 
someness of restraint, in an habitual fondness 
for study. In his books, of which he procured 
a competent number, he enjoyed an agreeable 
society, always ready, and never intrusive or im- 
portunate. History, drawing, the French lan- 
guage, mathematics, and the theory of his pro- 
fession improved while they amused bis mind and 
enabled him to think afterwards that his days ojf 
iaptivity bad not been wholly lost, or painfiil of 
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vrnprolStable. What be thus acquired he was 
ready to communicate, and in this manner made 
others partakers in tiie alleviations which he bim> 
self enjoyed. 

After the establishment of peace with this Re- 
gency, the American captives were set at liberty ; 
and Porter with his companions returned to the 
pursuit of their several vocations and the per- 
formance of their respective duties. At Syra- 
cuse, to which place they took shipping after their 
release, a court of inquiry was held on the causes 
of the loss of tlie Philadelphia, which resulted in 
the honourable acquittal of the officers of that 
ship. He was. then appointed to the command of 
the brig Enterprise, and ordered to Tripoli. He 
availed himself of the latitude of his orders to 
Tisit the ruins of the Roman colony of Leptis 
Magna, and here the art of drawing which he had 
cultivated while in prison at Tripoli, was called 
delightfully and profitably into use^ The rem- 
nants of ancient magnificence called forth sublime 
and solemn emotions, afforded sensible e^vidence 
of the power and elegance of the wonderful na- 
tion with whom it once existed, and confirmed 
the impressions which the pen of history had cre- 
ated. The speculations and researches of Porter 
and his friends were rewarded with the discovery 
of neglected specimens of ancient art. Coins, 
statues and massy pillars here and there appear- 
ed among the general desolation to awaken the 
glowing mind of the traveller <* disturbed, de- 
lighted, rais'd, refin'^," as be wandered over 
classic ground or regaled amidst the fragment:^ 
of the temple of Jupiter. 

In the Mediterranean, Captain Porter found it 
necessary on more than one occasion, to vindicate 
the honour of his national flag, and give those 
who might be inclined to undervalue it to feel, thai 
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they were w;rong ip their estimate of iU relative 
importance. For some insult which was offered 
to the brig in the persons 9f the ofi^cers and crew, 
Captain ]rorter had caused the author, an Englisii 
sailor, to be Aoggied ajt tl^e gangway. The Oor 
ve^nor of Malta, where the brig then lay s^\ an- 
chor, took up the affair with much apparept spirit^ 
and directed the forts to preveni the jSiiterprise 
fro/n departing. Infor^^t)op ))/eing giveri t9 
Captain Porter of this proceeding, jqe iqstantly 
made sail, and passed tpe batteries wi^h lighten 
match^s^ and in ^e j^ttiti^de of firing upon the 
town, should apy ohstf^uc^iop b,e ^hrowi^ fp 'his 
way : very pru4epuy np such mpasuf e \eas at- 
tempted. 

Afterwards in pa^sipsr tbrpiigh the Straits of 
Gibraltar, ip sight o^ th^tto^n ^pd o^^ ^rUisll 
squadron in the harbojur, h^ wait a.ttjBicked by 
twelve Spanish ffun-|}09t8. 4'^tbaugn the ^upe* 
riority was paaniije^tly on th^ejr s^lde, be coippelled 
them to retire, leayipg an impre^^jon both on the 
assailants and or) the specta^pt^, adyap.tageous 
ai ^e\\ as honourable tp the little p^ayy of his 
country. 

Affairs ip the Mediterra^eap b.eiog somewfiat 
composed, iC^tain Port^er returned ailepan ali^- 
fence of five years, and ,c;onn,ected bixijself in ionar- 
riage with f\k^ dauj^ter of the Bop. Mr. Apder* 
SOD, member o^ Congress frovn P.eppsylviinia. 

He was. pe|;t ordered to cpmoiapd the Jlptilla 
OD the N.evr-Prleanf ^ti^Uon. The embargo ^and 
noa-ipterqo^rse laws ,^e;re yig9i;oualy and faith- 
fully eaforce^di A^d m particuTaf, a st^pp was put 
to tbe .depredations pf a French pirate who had 
lotigApfested the ,Cl\esapeake^ in ^n arpiea schoo- 
ner and iseepied jto think hiipself out of the reach 
oHhfi liirpi.ofivstice. This ^arA^^^e^• P<>»**^r cap- 
tured, wi .thuj» rendereid an importi^t service to 

12* 
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the commerce of tbe southern coast of the United 
States. 

Thinking his health in danger from a climate 
little adapted to his constitution, he was at his 
request appointed to command the £ssex frigate 
at Norfolk. Jn this frigate he sailed from New- 
York on the third of July, 1812. War then ex- 
isting between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain, he was attacked by the British sloop of war 
^ Alert, Captain Laugharne. The ship bore down 
confidently upon the weather quarter of the Es- 
sex, gave three cheers, and commenced action, 
but in a few minutes surrendered. She was the 
first ship of war, taken from the enemy ; and her 
flag, the first British flag sent to the seat of go- 
vernment, during the late war. 

Agreeable to tbe orders of Commodore Bain- 
bridge, and to a plan concerted between them, 
Captain Porter having repaired his ship, sailed 
fronrlhe Delaware, on the 27 th of October, 1812, 
for the coast of Brazil. Fortune threw in his way, 
his Britannic Majesty's packet Nocton, having 
on board 11,000 pounds sterling, in money. This 
vessel he captured, and after taking out the mo- 
ney, sent her to America. About this time, cir- 
cumstances concurred, to render it inexpedient 
for him to remain longer on that coast. Com- 
modore Bainbridge, after the capture of the Java, 
would in all probability, be under the necessity 
of returning to port for repairs : the Hornet had 
been captured by tbe Montague, and the coast 
w:is swarming with hostile ships, in pursuit of him ; 
so that coroperation and assistance were removed 
from him, at the very time they were most needed. 
Under these circumstances, be judged it prudent, 
to quit a station so full of peril, and seek another 
which afibrded equal prospect of honour and ad- 
vantage, with greater safety. Accordingly, lie 
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Stretched along the south-east coast of America, 
intending to reap his harvest on the waves of the 
southern Pacific. He doubled Cape Horn, in 
very tempestuous weather ; and arrived at Val- 
paraiso, on the 14th March, 1813. Having ex- 
hausted his provisions, he replenished his ship at 
this port. Previous to this time, the South Amer- 
icans had felt themselves at liberty, to make 
prize of the whaling vessels, from North America, 
and prisoners of their crews : their apology was, 
that they were the allies of the enemies of the 
United States ; and that Spain would probably 
in a short time make common cause with her 
ally, and declare war against her enemy. These 
reasons appearing to actuate the Peruvian Cap- 
tain, and likely to continue to influence bis con- 
duct, when future opportunity should present ; but 
appearing wholly insuflicieut in the view of Cap- 
tain Porter, he resolved to take from the Peru- 
vian the means c\f future annoyance, and threw 
all his guns and ammunition into the sea. Oh 
board this vessel, were twenty-four Americans, the 
crews of two whalemen, held prisoners, whom 
Captain Porter liberated, and wrote an account 
of his proceedings to the Vice-roy, which con- 
tained his reasons for so doing. Captain Porter 
afterwards retook one of the whalemen as she was 
entering the harbour of Lima. 

The British government probably had not ex- 
pected so formidable and so troublesome a visitor, 
in that part of the world. At the period of the 
arrival of the Essex, her course was without ob- 
struction from the enemy, and his commerce ex- 
posed to capture, without any protection, and 
without the suspicion of danger. Great destruc- 
tioD was the unavoidable consequence ; especiaHy 
among the whaling vessels. The Essex junior, of^ 
tweniy guns, was ou^ of hia prizes j aad the com- ^ 
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xnand of her, giren to Lieutenant Dawnes : most 
of them, had valuable cargoes on board : some 
of them were sent home, some of them were laid 
up in Valparaiso, and the rest disposed of in dif- 
ferent ways. 

With as many vessels under his command, as he 
could conveniently man, be was ifi a condition for 
^ time, to sweep the Pacific. His prizes furnished 
bim abundantly with provisions, clothing, medi- 
cine, naval stores, and the means of making lib- 
eral payments to bis officers and men. Great con< 
Vernation prevailed, not only throughout this sea, 
but penetrated the insurance offices of Great Bri- 
tain. Accordingly, ships were despatched in va- 
rious directions for the capture of this force. — 
Some were ordered to the eastern as well as to the 
%vestern coast of South- America ; and others, to 
cruise in the China seas, and oS New-Zealfiod, 
Timor, and New-Holland. Porter anticipated 
such an event ; and his dispositions were such, 
that accident alone, could effect the object of bis 
pursuers. His course was trackless ; sometimes 
in the open ocean, and sometimes among the un- 
inviting and unfrequented islands of the South 
Sea : but never on the coast of the contihent. 
Distracted by surinisef, arising from indistinct and 
contradictory infornpiation, his enemies found them- 
selves at all times, either too late, or entirely out 
.of their way. Tbeir difficulties were aggravajted, 
by the siiperior means of information, which be 
enjoyed, in additjoo to the advaJitage naturally 
possessed^ by ^e party pursued, over the party 
pursuing 3 the pbject of the one, being to attain a 
single ^ven point ^ ihfiiit of t,be other, to ^void it, 
^mong^ap infinite number of others. Lieuteiiant 
Jbiownes JearOjed at Yalparaiso, whitbicr he {b^d 
fconvoyied the prizes, th^t Commodqre GUUy^r in 
^^e JPJi^jebke /ngJ^te, x^^d At tWrty-sa «hhs, wUb 
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tno sloopi of war, was expected. With the in- 
teruion of closing his expedition to this sea, with 
something more brilliant than the capture of mer- 
chantmen and whalers, Captain Porter proceeded 
to the island of Nooahevah, one of the Washing- 
lun groupe, for repairs. On the 19lh of Novem- 
ber, 1813, Captain Porter took formal possession 
of this island, in behalf of the United States of 
America, by the name of Madison Island. It is 
Mtiiate between the latitudes of and iO, S. and 
ill long* 140. W. from Greenwich, and is large, 
fertile, and populous. The natives of that part of 
tlie island where he landed, were friendly ; sup- 
plying him abundantly with provisions aiul gladly 
receiving assistance from him, in a war then car- 
ried CO with some neighbouring tribes, whom be 
reduced to subjection. Having completely man- 
ned his ship, and supplied her with provisions and 
^tore for four months, and having secured, under 
the ffuns of the battery, the three prizes which he 
had brought with him, he sailed for the coast of 
Chili, on the 12th December, 1613. From cruis- 
ing on the coast, he proceeded to Valparaiso, 
where Commodore Uillyar, then in quest of him, 
afterwards arrived. Of the action* which ensued 
in the month of March afterwards, and of the 
hopes, feelings and expectations of Commodore 
Porter on that occasion, no better account can be 
given, than by introillucing extracts from his letter 
oil that subject, to the Secretary of the navy, 
dated at sea, July 3, 1814. 

EitracU of a Utter from Commodore Porter ^ to the 
Secretary of the JVavy, dated at sea, July 3, 
1814. 

" I had done all the injury that could be done 
to the Uritinh commerce in the Pacific, and still 
lioped to signalize my cruise by something more 
fpleudid before leaving that sea. — I thought it not 
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improbable that Commodore Hillyar might have 
kept his arrival secret, and believiog that he 
would seek roe at Valparsuso^ as the most likely 
place to find me, I therefore deteriiuDed to cruise 
about that place, and should I fail of meeting him. 
hoped to be compensated by the capture of some 
merchant ihipsi said to be expected from Eng- 
land. 

*<The Phoebe, agreeable to my expectations, 
came to seek me at Valparsdso, where I was an- 
chored with the Essex ; my armed prize, the Es- 
sex Junior, under the command of Lieutenant 
Downes, on the look out off the harbour. But 
contrary to the course I thought he would pursue, 
Commodore Hillyar brought with him the Che- 
rub sloop of war, mounting twenty-eight guns* 
eighteen 32 pound carronad^s, eight 24's, and two 
long 9'8 on the quarter-deck and forecastle, and a 
complement of 180 men. The force of the Pbcebe 
is a3 follows; thirty long 18 -pounders, sixteen 
^ pound carronades, one howitzer, and si^ three 
pounders in the tops, in. all fifty- three guns, and a 
complement of 320 men ; making a force o\ 
^>gbty^ne guns, and five hundred men ; in addi- 
tion to which they took on board the crew of an 
English letter of marque lying in port. Both ships 
had picked crews, and were sent into the Pacific, 
in company with the Racoon of twenty-two guns, 
find a store ship of twenty guns, for the express 
purpose of seeking the Essex; and were prepared 
with flags Bearing the motto, " God and country : 
British sailors' best rights; Traitors offend both." 
This was intended as a reply to my motto, ** rREi: 
TRADE AND SAiLORs' BIGHTS," undcrihc erroneous 
impression that my crew were chiefly Englishmen, 
or to counteract its effect on their own ci-ews. 
The force of the Essex was forty-six guns, forty 
32 pound carronades, and six long 12^$; and her 
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crew, which had been much reduced by manning 
prixes, amounted only to two hundred and fifty- 
five metk The Essex Junior, which was intended 
chiefly as a store'^ship, mounted twenty guns, ten 
18 pound carronades and ten short 6'8, with only 
{lixty men on board. In reply to their motto, I 
wrote at my mizen, *^ Qoa^ our Country^ and 
Ldbertj/ ; Tyrants offend rAem." 

'' Od getting their provisions on board, they 
went off the port for the purpose of blockading 
me, where they cruised for near six weeks ; during 
which time I endeavoured to provoke a challengei 
and fi*equently, but ineflectuaUy, to bring the 
Phoebe done to action, first with both my ships, 
and afterwards with my single ship, with both 
crews on board. I was several times under way, 
and ascertained that I had greatly the advantage 
in point of sailing, and once succeeded in do- 
binff within gun shot of the Phoebe, and commen* 
red a fire on her, when she r^n down for the 
L-hernb, which was two and a half miles to lee- 
ward ; this excited some surprise and expressions 
of indignation, as previous to my getting under 
way, she hove too off the port, hoisted her motto 
flap;, and fired a gun to windward. Commodore 
Hiliyar seemed determined to avoid a contest with 
me on nearly equal terms, and from his extreme 
prudence in keeping both his ships ever after con* 
stantly within hail of each other, there were no 
hopes of an^ advantaces to my country from a 
longer stay in port. I therefore determined to 
put to sea the first opportunity which should offer ; 
and I was the more strongly induced to do so, as 
I bad gained certain intelligence that the Tagus, 
rated 98, and two other frigates, had sailed for 
that sea in pursuit of <roe ; and I bad reason to ex- 
pect the arrival of the Racoon from the north* 
west coast of America^ where the bad been sent 
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«neoiy, at fifty-four minutes after S, p. v. made 
Iiis attack,, the Phoebe placing herself under my 
stern, and the Cherub on my starboard bow : but, 
the Cherub soon finding her situation a hot one, 
bore up and ran under my stern also, where both 
5hip8 kept up a hot raking fire. I had got three 
lung twelve-pounders out of the stern ports, which 
were worked with so much bravery and skill, that 
In half an.hour we so disabled both, as to compel 
tliero to haul off to repair damages. — In the codrse 
or this firing, I had, bv the ^reat exertions of Mr. 
Kdward Barnewell, toe acting sailing-master, as- 
sisted by Mr. Linscott, the boatswain, succeeded in 
getting springs on our cable three dittereui times ; 
but the lire of the enemy was so excessive, that 
before we could get our broadside to bear, they 
5vere shot away, and thus rendered useless to us« 
*' My ship bad received many injuries, and se-- 
veral bad been killed and wounded ; but my brave 
oflicers and men, notwithstanding the unfavour- 
able circumstances under which we were brought 
to action, and the powerful force opposed to us 
were no way discouraged — all appeared deter 
mined to defend the ship to the last extremity 
and to die in preference to a shameful surrender. 
Our gaflT, with the ensign and motto flag at the 
luizeo, bad been shot away, but free trade and 
sailors' rights continued to fly at the fore. Our 
ensign was replaced by another; and to guard 
against a similar events an ensign was made fast 
in the mizen rigging, and several jacks were 
iioisted in difi*erent parts of the ship. — The enemy 
soon repaired his damages for a fresh attack. He 
now placed himself, with both bis ships, on my 
starboard quarter, out of the reach of m v carro- 
nades, and where mv stern guns could not be 
brooght to bear ; he there kegt up a most galling 
fire, which it was out of my power to returUi when 
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isent, seemed to. favour the design, I determined 
to endeavour fa run her on shore, land my men, 
and^destroy ber« Every thing seemed to favour 
my wishes* We had approached the shore within 
musket shot, and I had no doubt of succeeding, 
when, in an instant, the wind shifted from the 
land (as is very common in this port in the latter 
part of the day) and payed our head down on the 
Phoebe, where we were again exposed to a dread* 
ful raking fire. My ship was now totally unma« 
nageable ; yet, as her liead was towards the ene- 
myy' and be to leeward of me, I still hoped to be 
able to board him. At this moment, Lieutenant- 
Commandant Downes came on board to receive 
uiy orders, under the impression that I should 
srK>n be a prisoner. He could be of no use to me 
in the tlien wretched state of the Essex ; and find- 
ing (from the enemy's putting ^hisr helm up) that 
roy last attempt at boarding would not sj^cceedi I 
directed him, after he had been about ten minutes 
on board, to return to his own ship, to be prer 
pared for defending and destroying her in cafe 
of an attack. He took with him several of my 
wounded, leaving three of his boat's crew on 
board to make room for them. The Cherub now 
had an opportunity of distinguishing herself, by 
keeping up a hot fire on him during bis return. 
The filaughier on board my ship had now become 
horrible, the enemy continuing to rake us, and 
we unable to bring a gun to bear. I therefore 
directed a hawser to be bent to my sheet anchor^ 
and the anchor to be cut from the bows, to bring 
her head round : this succeeded. We again got 
our broadside to bear, and as the enemy was much 
crippled and . unable to hold his own, I have no 
doubt he would soon have drifted out of gun shot, 
before he discovered we had anchored, had wot 
the hawser unfortunately parted. My ship had 
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Edward Barnewell, acting sailing-iBaster, bad 
been carried below, after receiving two severe 
wounds, one in the breast and one in the face; 
and acting Lieutenant William H. Odenheimer 
bad been knocked overboard from the -quarter 
an instant before, and did not regain the ship un- 
til after the surrender. I was informed that the 
cockpit, the steerage, the wardroom, and the 
birthdeck, could contain no more wounded ; that 
the wounded were killed while the surgeons were 
dressing them, and that, unless . something was 
speedily done to prevent it, the ship would soon 
sink, from the number of shotlioles in her bottom. 
And on sending for the carpenter, he infovmed 
me that all his crew had been killed or wounded, 
and that he had once been over the side to stop 
the leaks, when his slings had been shot awaj^ 
and it was with difficulty he was saved from 
drowning. The enemy, from the smoothness of 
the water, and the impossibility of our reaching 
him with •ur carronades, and ttie little apprehen-^ 
sioD that was excited by our fire, which had now 
become much slackened, was enabled to take aim 
at us as at a target; his shot never missed our hull^ 
and my ship was cut up in a manner which wa» 
perhaps never before witnessed— *-in fine, I saw no 
hopes of saving her, and at twenty minutes adter 
6 F. M. gave the painful order to strike the 
colours.— Seventy-five men, including officers, 
were sJI that remained of my whole crew, after 
the action, capable of doing duty, and man^ of 
them severely wounded, some of whom have smce 
died. The enemy still continued his fire, and nay 
brave, though unfortunate companions, were still 
fallius about me. I directed an opposition gun 
to be nred to shew them we intended no further re- 
siBtance ; but they did not desist ; four men were 

killed at my side, and others in diff<&reat parts oS 
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captare, shewn the greatesi hummiity to mj 
wounded, (whom be permitted me to land, oa 
coBditioii that the United States should bear their 
expenses,) and has endeavoured as much as lay 
in his power, to alleviate the distt*es8es of war, 
bjr the most generous and delicate deportment 
towatds myself, my officers^ and crew ; be ^ gave 
orders^that the property of every person should 
be respected. 

^^•To possess the Eesex, it has cost the British 
government near six millions of dollars, and yet^ 
sir, her captare was owing entirely to accident; 
and if we consider the expedition with which na« 
val contests are now decided, the actioiji is a disf 
honour to them. 

'^ During the action, our. Consul-general, Mr. 
Poynsett^ called on the Governor, of Valpaitaisp, 
and requested that the batteries might prote<;t 
the Essex. This request «was refused, out he 
promised that if she should succeed in fighting 
her way to the common anchorage, he would send 
an officer to the British commander and request 
him te cease firing, but declined using force un- 
der any circumstances, and there is no doubt 
a perfect understanding existed between ,them. 
This conduct, added to the assistance given to 
the British^ and their friendly reception after the 
action^ and the strong bias of the faction which 
governs Chili in favour of the English, as well as 
their hostility to the Americans, induced Mr. 
PoyBsett to leave that country. IJnder such cir* 
cumstances, 1 did not conceive it would be pro*- 
per for me to claim the restoration of my shipi 
confident that the claim would be made by n^ 
government to more efiect. Finding some dim- 
cully m the sale of my prizes, I had taken the 
Hector and Catharine to sea and burnt them with 
Iheir cargoes.^' . 
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ing him overboard, when young Bainbridge, 
hearing the .alarm, ran on deck with an old pistol 
without a lock, and being assisted by an appren- 
tice boy and an Irish sailor, who was attached to 
him iron^ being an old shipmate, rescued the Cap; 
taiti^ seized the ringleaders, and quelled the muti* 
ny.' ' So satisfied were his employers with this, a» 
well as his general conduct, that, before his term 
of service had expired, he received the command 
of a ship in the Dutch trade when only nineteen 
years of age. From this time, 1793, till the year 
1708, be commanded merchant ships in the trade 
from Philadelphia to Europe. ](n one of these 
voyages, in the year 1796, on his way frdm Bor- 
deaux to St. Thomas, in the small ship Hope, 
with four small carriage guns and nine men, he 
had an engagement with a British schooner of 
eight guns and thirty-five men, commanded by a 
Sailing-master in the navy, and, after a $mart ac- 
tion, compelled her to strike her colours. As, 
however, the two countries were at peace, and he 
of course was acting only on the defensive, he 
could not take possession of her ; but sent her off 
contemptuously to make a report of her action. 
The Hope lost no men^ but the enemy had many 
kille^d and wounded. 

Iti the month of Jul^, 1798, while preparing to 
sail for Spain, he received unexpectedly and with* 
out any application on his part, an offer of the 
command of the United States' schooner Retali- 
ation, of fourteen guns, to be employed against 
France, between which power the United States 
had recently commenced hostilities. He accept- 
ed ^e appointment, on condition, that he should 
have a commission as Lieutenant and Commander 
in the navy^ and be placed first of that grade on 
the list of promotion. Having received thrs, lie 
sailed in the Retaliation^ and after cruising du- 



U4 WOCBUH-IIT (!• 


Knwit * ""^^^^^^H 


rinr «!.,. ^^uu.^Cf k1,))>./ til 


< III. 1 M-^l 




■ '•;"i'^B 


aiid . 


i^^^^^H 


tlirec- .u_..!.,, - ■ '■ . 


^ii^^^^H 


ttuvil li«r, H.u Ijtiicr^l ' 


D^^^^^H 


lUeCftUHii.in.i .iri^.' ' 1 ■ 


ihi^^^H 


''^^^^^1 


,«li .,.,:,: 


'' ^^^^H 


lO Ik 


. i^^^^^H 


fidiu. > 


" f^^^^l 


ODIxi . 


iM^^^^^H 


Suit' V 


b^^^^H 


Koecj- ■■ 


.-ti^^^^^H 


Ihr Ai. 


t^^^^H 


rrjiil.irH.l iL. 


I^^^^^H 


.•^T'"--! ^~ 


rg^^^^H 


rnsity JM ^IviiiL 


"i^^^H 


bt. »■'■'' " ' 


ji^^^l 


UtCtM 


.nj^^^^H 


CftOS, 


f*J^^^^^M 


bDlv- . 


iii'^^^^H 


tCVlT.' 


br^^^^^H 


plif-fj. i 


' *^^^^l 


e(iuli) 1^ ;■ ;,, :. . 


I'li^^^^^H 


« ewtir*:!^ iVci- — Uij.i i. 


rl^^^^^^l 


(urnBd ti]ai hlF strip j"i i 

jiikUnli r.fi'fliL.l filiii [ 


;'^H 




''^^^^1 




^^^^H 




h1iI> k^'m'^^^^H 


otH, ftguan Uut intffluirrit wItKl' Int fouiilryv^^l 



UrLlTAJXg AND NAVAL H£RO£S. 155 

were daily receiving. General Desfourneanx in« 
sisted on his resuming his command, threatened 
bim with imprisonment if be refused, and declar- 
ed that ify on receiving the Retaliation, he should 
cruise against the French^ every American would 
be put to the sword. Lieutenant Bainbridge re- 
plied that no threats should induce him to act 
unworthy of his character as an American offi«- 
cer ; (ill at last, finding that he was not to be won 
over into this pJan of dissembled friendship. Gen- 
eral Desfourneaux, gave him a declaration that 
he had been obliged by force to resume the com- 
mand of his vessel, with her crew reduced to for- 
ty men ; and with this justification for his govern- 
ment. Lieutenant Bainbridge sailed, in company 
wkh two flags of truce, for the United States. ^ 
He reached home in February, 1799, and his 
exchange being soon efiected, he received a com- 
mission of Master-commandant, and sailed in the 
brig Norfolk, of eighteen guns, on a second cruise 
to the West-Indies. Here he remained, convoy- 
ing the trade of the United States, for some 
months, during which time, he captured a French 
privateer, ran ashore another of sixteen guns, 
destroyed a number of barges, besides taking 
several of the enemy's merchant vessels. On his 
return to the United States, in August of the same 
}'ear, he found that during his absence, five Lieu- 
tenants had been promoted over him to the rank 
of Captain. As his conduct had uniformly re- 
ceived the approbation of the government, and as 
none of those who were promoted had bad any 
opportunity of distinguishmg themselves particu- 
larly, he remonstrated of course against such a 
violation of his rights. He received, however, 
no other satisfaction than a promise that no suclT 
appointment should take place for the future^ 
Were it not for this irregularity ,.he would now 
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aeqpieoce of the friendship subsisting between the 
two nationsi he expects to have the preference 
given him, on his paying the same freight offered 
by any other nation*'^ Against this requisition 
Captain Bainbridgei and the Amerioan Consuii 
Mr. O'Brien, remonstrated warmly and strenu* 
ously. It was evident, they said, that this stjpu« 
latioir could apply only to merchant ships, not to 
national vessels, charged by their own eovern- 
ment with specific employments.;*— that Captaia 
Baiobridge bad received positive instructions. £m* 
bis voyage, from which he dared not and would 
not deviate, and that there were other ships in 
the harbour, which would answer the purpose 
equally well. The Dey, however, persisted in 
his demand : and left Captain Bainbridge only a 
choice of great difficulties and embarrassments* 
On the one hand, an Ambassador with a retinue of 
two hundred Turks as passengers,, and presents 
to the amount of five or six hundred thousand dol- 
lars, were to^be^ forced on board the frigate and 
caHried to Constantinople at the entire risk of the 
United States. Ifj in the. new and dangerous na- 
vigation to that place, accidents. happRened to the 
Dey's property, the United States would ^be held 
responsible to indemnify him ; if any cruisers of 
the Portuguese, Neapolitans, or other powers at 
war with Algiers, should meet the George Wasb<- 
ingtoo, and capture her, still the United States 
would, be bound to reimburse the loss ; and the 
American vessels in. the Mediterranean would be 
iastantly seised by the Algeriae« as. a security for 
it. Should he be more fortunate and beat off 
these enemies, they might consider this cover of 
Alfferioe property as a violation of neutrality, 
and think themselves justified in retaliating on the 
defenceless commerce of the United Stales in the 
Mediterranean, besides which, he would deviate 

^L. II. 14 
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from his orders by undertakiog, for six^moDtlii, a 
voyage not sanctioned by his goveroraeat On 
the other hand, a refusal to^ comply would occa- 
sion the detention of the frigate, wbieb was now 
in the power of the Dey, and be followed by an 
immediate declaration of war against the United 
States, for this alleged breach of the treaty, aod 
a seizure of all American vessels in the Mediter* 
ranean. In' this situation Captain Bainbridge op- 
posed the Dey as long and as vigorously as possi* 
ble. The Dey promised that if a Swedish frigate, 
which was then expected, arrived, he would take 
her in place of the George Washington* But she 
did not come. A British twenty-four gon ship ar<» 
rived and offered to carry the presents. This, 
however, the Dey refused, because be would not 
be under obligations to England ; and at last, 
exasperated by opposition, he sent for Captain 
Bainbridge and the Consul, and peremptorily 
demanded that the frigate should go to Constan- 
4inople, threatening, in case of refusal, to make 
islaves of all the Americans in Algiers ; to detain 
the frigate, and send out his cruisers against the 
defenceless' trade of the Unite<i States. The li- 
berty of his countrymen, and the safety of the 
American commerce, decided Captain Bainbridge 
at last to smother his indignation at this unpleas- 
ant and humiliating service, and he consented to 
receive the Algerine ambassador. 

Another difference arose about the flag : Cap- 
tain Bainbridge declared that the frigate should 
carry her own colours ; but the Dey ini»sted that 
the flag of Algiers should be worn during the voy- 
age. It was vain to resist, however mortifying \o 
obey. 

They sailed from Algiers on the nineteenth of 
October. The winds were unfavourable, the wea- 
ther bad, and the society of .the Turks notcalcu- 
lated to console the efllcers for these inconven- 
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fences'; but fhey submitted with as good a grace 
as possible to a humiliatiOD which thev deemed 
neeessai'y fcifr ihisir country's siervice. The frigate 
anchored at the lower end of Constantinople in 
twenty -three days from her departure, and the 
next mominj^, the 12th of November, the Ameri- 
can flag was bbisted at the mizen,' the Algerina 
at tbAnain. Soon afterwards, three officers^ in 
fucceMion, were sent on board by the Grand 
Seignior, to enquire whf<t ship that was, and what 
colours she had hoisted. They were told it was 
An American frigate and an American ilag.-«»* 
They said they did not know any such eountry4 
Capitain Bainbridge then explained that America 
was the New Worlds— by which name they had 
ftome idea of the country. After these inquiries 
the frigate came into harbour, saluted the Grand 
Seignior's palace with twenty-one guns, and prOf 
eeeded to unload the Algerine cargo* The Amr 
ba»sador was not permitted to have hi» audience 
before the arrival of the Capudan Pacha, or Hieh 
Adndri^ from Egypt, and it was necessary for the 
frigate to wait the result. Captain Bainbridge 
endeavoured to employ the interval in giving to 
th^ Turkish government a favourable ' impression 
irf'a country, 6f which his ship and crew were 
Aeonly specimens they had ever an opportunity 
of seizing. At this time an embassy to Constan>- 
tinople was projected, and William L. Smith, Esq^ 
then minister of the United States in Portugal^ 
was d^rignated as the American Ambassador. It 
was therefore desirable that his arrival should be 
nrtceded by as advantageous an opinion as possi- 
Me of bis country. How well Captain Bs^inbridge 
succeeded in making these impressions, we may 
laarn from the following unsuspicious testimony of 
a dbtinguished traveller, Mr. Clarke, who was 
then at Constantinople, and with whom Captain 
Balabridge contracted a friendly intimacy. 
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" The arrival of an American -frigate, for tbe 
first time^ at Constantinople, caused considerable 
sensation, not only among the Turks, but also 
throughout the whole diplomatic corps stationed 
in Pera. This ship, commanded by Captehi 
Bainbridge, came fronr Algiers, with a lettev and 

f resents from the Dey to the Sultan and GuDadan 
Wha. The presents consistedof Tigen and 
other animals, sent with a view to concHiate the 
Turkish government, whom the Dey had offended. 
IVben she came to an anchor, and a message went 
to the Porte, that an American frigate was iii the 
harbour, the Turks were altogether unable- to 
comprehend where the country was situated whose 
ilag thej had to salute. A great deal of time was 
therefore lost in settling this important point, and 
in considering how to receive the stranger. In 
the mean time we went on board to visit the Cap- 
tain ; and were sitting with hrm in his cabin, when 
a messenger came from the Turkish government 
to ask whether America was noi otherwise called 
the New World ; and, being answered in theaf- 
ifirmative, assured the Captain that he was> wel- 
come, and would be treated with the utmost cor- 
diality and respect. The messengers from the 
Dey were then ordered on board the Oapodan 
Pacha's ship; who, receiving the letter from tbeir 
sovereign with great rage, first spat, and tlien 
stamped upon it ; telling him to goback to tbeir 
•master, and inform him that be would be served 
after the same manner, whenever the Turkish 
'Admiral met him. Captain Bainbridge was, how- 
ever, received with every mdrk of attention, and 
rewarded with magnificent presents.^ The fine 
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• ♦ T6e only presents received were a shawl and 
a f\ir cloak ; together worth about four hundred dol- 
lars. 
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order -[Of his ship, and the healtbj state of her 
^itieWf became topics of general cooversation i^ 
Pera ; and ^be different Ministers strove who 
should receive.hioi in their palaces. We accom- 
pained hiin in his Jong boat to the Black Sea, as 
he was desirous of hoisting there, for the first 
timei the Anaerican flag; and, upon his return, 
were amused by a very singular entertainment at 
ins table during dinner. iJpop the fonr cornerii 
Were as many decanters, containing fresh water 
£pom 48 many quarters of tlie globe. The natives 
of Europe, Asia, Africa, and America sat down 
togetber, to the same table, and were regaled 
with flesh, fruit, bread, and other viands ; whil« 
of every article, a sample from each quarter of 
the globe was presented at the same time. Th^ 
means of accomplishing this are easily explained, 
by his having touched at Algiers, in bis passage 
from America, and being at anchor so near the 
shores both of Europe and Asia/' 

Oq the arrival of the Capudan Pacha, the Al^ 
gerine Ambassador was denied an audience, ani^ 
both bis letters and presents' refused, on account 
of the many depredations committed by Alters 
oo the commerce of Austria and other natipnus 
friendly to the Porte, and also for having made 
peace with France, without, consulting the Grand 
Seignior. The Ambassador and his suite were 
not sofiered to leave their houses, the Dey of Al*- 
l^rs w^ ordered to declare war against France, 
and sixty days allowed to receive la Constanti- 
nople the account of his compliance, on pain of 
ifluoeiKate war. 

Captain Baidbridge was, however, received by 
.ibsCapudaa Pacha, with distin^ished politeness* 
He tooK the frigate under bis immediate protec- 
tion ; requested Captain Bainbridge to haul dowa 
thsAlgerine flag and carry the American; and 

14* 



162 . BIOGBiPUY OF JkMS&IDAN 

being fond of shiptbuildiDg and naval affairs, tsaur 
ceived} from the seaman-like conduct of ,tfae €&r 
cers, and the state of the frigate, a high idea of 
the American marine character. These attritions 
irere peculiarly grateful, as this ofBber waa^ re* 
lated by marriage to the Grand Seignior;^ and 
supposed to possess great influence in publifi af- 
fairs. ' He aiterwards addressed a friendly letter 
to Mr. Smith) the expected Ambassador, and the 
two countries might have formed a commercial 
treaty under very favourable auspices : but the 
mission to Constantinople was afterwards discouo- 
tenanced by our goveroment. The difierent 
diplomatic characters at Constantinople paid to 
Captain Bainbridge very marked civilities— more 
particularly Lord Elgin, the British, and Baron 
de Hubscb, the Danish Ambassadors. Every 
thing being at ^length arranged, the George Wash- 
ington sailed from Constantinople in the month 
of December, carr}nng the Turkish Ambassador's 
Secretary back to Algiers, with an account of the 
unfavoQrable result of his embassy. 
' This voyage to Constantinople, although irk- 
'sorne to the officers, was ultimately the means of 
acquiring much honour to the United States, and 
might have been rendered highly serviceable. — 
Fortunately for us, the George Washington ar- 
rived suddenly befq^ Constantinople, tvhich no 
Christian vessel was permitted to do— the laws of 
the Porte requiring that all foreign vessels sbosld 
wait one hundred and twenty miles bdow the 
city, in order to obtain leave to come up | and as 
the American flag andmation were then unknown, 
and' the ministers of foreign powers ' would' of 
'Course have been unwilling to see a youifg adven- 
turous people adfliitted to share the advantages 
of a trade which they were enjoying exclusively, 
the probability is that the frigatejaever would hav« 
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-ffeached'CoiMtantiiiople. Arriving, howeveri as 
;s&e did| a fine ship, with an excellent crew in the 
t>est discipline, she gave the Turks a high idea of 
the naval character of the United States — a char- 
•Qter which they have since seen us sustain with 
'Mbnradh glory in the war with Tripoli* After 
landing some Turks at Malta, as a favour to the 
^Cbpudan Pacha, Captain Bainbridge arrived off 
Alters on the twenty-first of January. Warned 
by his past misfortune, he did not venture bis fri- 
gate within reach of the fort, but sent the Ambas- 
sador's Secretary on shore in a boat, although the 
•Dey desired that he would come into port to dis- 
charge some guns, belonging to Algiers, which he 
. had taken in there, as ballast for the voyage to 
Constantinople. The Dey however, insisted ^^^ 
Captain Bainbridge, fearful of the consequences 
to tue unprotected commerce of the United States, 
«gain ventured within the Dey's power, delivered 
the old guns, and took other ballast. The ty- 
«ant was now so effectually humbled by the orders 
of the Grand Seignior, that he instantly released 
fout hundred prisoners, who had been taken with 
British and Austrian passports, and declared war 
against Fraacew Finding too that Captain Bain** 
bridge was on friendly terms with the Capudan 
'F^eha, his menaces softened^ into ereat mildness. 
After having been thus instrumental in the release 
of so many prisoners. Captain Bainbridge was 
«ow enabled to serve the interests of humanity in 
another way. On the declaration of war with 
France, the Consul and -all the French subjects^ 
Iben in Algiers, were ordered to leave the coun- 
' try in forty-eight hours, and as their longer stay 
would have exposed them to captivity, they were 
tdl. taken on board the George Washington. 

He sailed from Algiers about the last of Jao* 
wryi and aft«r landii^ the French, passengeai 
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at Alicant, arrived at Pbiladelphia in the montfr 
of April, 1801, tind received the marked appro* 
bation of the Goverament for his conduct, doriog 
this long, unpleasant, and indelicate service. Be- 
fore his return, the cessation of hostilities whh 
France, had caused a reduction of the navy, and 
there were retained only nine Captains^ of whom 
he had the satisfaction of finding himself one. In 
the following June, he received the command of 
the frigate Essex. About this time the regency of 
Tripoli, emboldened by the success of the Alge- 
rines, commenced hostilities against the United 
States ; to oppose which a squadron of frigates, 
among which was the Essex, was sent to the Me- 
diterranean. Here he continued for thirteen or 
fourteen months, engaged in convoying American 
ships and other neutrals in the Mediterranean, 
and cruising against the Tripolitan ships of war, 
with none of which, however, he had the good for- 
tune to engage. He returned to New- Fork in 
July, 1802, and remained on shore for about nine 
months, engaged in superintending the building 
Qf the United States' brigs Syren and Vixen. 7 

^^,^y^ ^^^^> ^^ ^^* appointed to command 
the Philadelphia, a frigate built by the merchants 
of Philadelphia, and presented to the government 
of the United States. He sailed in her from the 
port of Philadelphia, in July, 1803, for the Medi- 
terranean, to join the squadron then under Com- 
modore Preble. On reaching Gibraltar, he heard 
of two Tripolitan cruizers off Cape de Gatt, 
and kamediately shaped his course after them. 
• u u^^** of August, he discovered a ship 
with k brig in conipany, both under a foresaU 
only. As it was night, the wind blowing very 
fresh,- and the ship's guns hbused, it was not till the 
rhUadelphia hailed her, that she proved to be a 
vewei of war, from the coast of Barbary. On or- 



liieringber boat on boar4 with tber-sbip's pass- 
perls, she was found to be the Mirboba, a cruiser 
of Iwenty-two -^uns, and one hundred and t^n 
jaaeo, from Morocco, and by concealing- from the 
Bloorish officer who came on boards the nation to 
"wbicb the EsseJI belonged, he was led to mention 
IhH the- brig was an American going to Spain, 
wfaom Ihey had boarded, but not detained. The 
low sail under, which the brig was, ho^eyer, ex* 
citing some suspicion,. Captain Bainbridge sent 
his' first Lieutenant, to exanune if the ship had 
any-' American prisoners ; but he was prevented 
\>y the. Captain of the ship. A boat well manned 
arid armed was sent to enforce a compliance, and 
tbey^ found- on' board, the American Captain of 
the brig, who, with bis crew, were all coniSned 
l)eIow>; the brig having been captured by the 
Uoorish cruiser nine days before. After this act 
of hostility, Captain Bainbridge had no hesita- 
tibain .making prize of the ship, which wasJm* 
mediately manned from the Philadelphia, and. the 
two ships proceeded to cruise for the brig, which 
bad made off during this examination/ It was 
not till after a search among afeet of vessels, all 
the next day, that she was discovered, pursued 
and takeui and both vessels carried into Gibral- 
tar. - ^ - . ^' .' 

' On board the Mirboha, were cruising orders 
froib the Governor of Tangier, which proved the 
liostile disposition of the Emperor of Morocco, 
who was about letting loose his forces against the 
American commerce. The capture of one of his 
finest ships, at the commencement of his scheme, 
convinced him of the folly of it, and afforded 
Commodore Preble, on his arrival at Gibraltar, 
the means of bringing the Emperor to a sp^^dy 
•od permanent peace with the United States^ 
♦ While he was detained by this negotiation 
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own part, I should not have time to count my 
beads ; but we soon perceived that their violence 
was only with the view of getting from us what- 
ever money or valuables we might have conceal- 
ed about our persons. We now proceeded to- 
wards the shore, the gun-boat men continuing in 
our boat. It was just dark when we approached 
the beach, which was covered with people^ arm- 
ed and shouting most hideously, and landed, 
amidst the shouts of the populace, by whom we 
were pushed about rudely. We were conducted 
to the gate of the Pacha's castle, followed by the 
crowd. Here we were detained some minutes, 
his Highness not being ready to receive us. We 
were, however, at length ushered into his pre- 
sence. We now felt ourselves save. The Pacha 
was seated in state, with his ministers and princi- 
pal officers about him, and surrounded by a nu- 
merous guard. We were desired to be seated, 
while the boat's crew stood at some distance back. 
A variety of questions were put to us; how ma- 
ny men were in the Philadelphia.^ how many 
guns had she ? were any of the guns of brass ? 
how much powder was there ? was there any mo- 
ney in the ship ? where was Commodore Morris r 
where was the schooner Enterprise ? &c. Three 
glasses of sherbet were brought, one for each oi 
us, of which we drank." 

The same scene of plunder was renewed when 
the Tripolitans came on board. They took from 
Captain Bainbridge.his watch, and epaulets, and 
the cravat from his neck ; but with much strug- 
gling and difficulty he saved the miniature of his 
wife. When he was brought into the castle, the 
same set of questions was repeated by the Pacha, 
who observed, among other things that the for- 
tune of war had placed Captain Bainbridge in bis 
present situation. They were then sent to ano- 
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thev apaitment, where a supper was provided for 
the officers^ after which they were brought in a 
body before the Pacha, who gratified himself by 
taking a view of them collectively. The coixipla- 
cency with which he surveyed them, his cheerful 
^nd animated coiinteaance, sufficiently denoted 
iiis satisfaction at seeing them. His reception of 
theiUy however, nfiade favourable impressions of 
his character. He predated them to his Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Sidi Muhamed Dghies, who 
was to Lave charge of them, and who, the Bashaw, 
observed, would take good care of them. This 
indeed they found to be strictly true ; for they 
were uow conducted to the house of the lale Ame- 
rican Consul, and, although it was by this time 
one o'clock in the morning, tlie Minister sent for 
the Danish Consul, Mr. Nissen, whom he intro- 
<luced to Captain Bainbridge as his particular 
friend, . and one who would Vender the officers 
€very service in his power. This estimable maa 
immediately brought refreshments, and all the 
bedding which he could collect at that hour ; and 
about two o'clock the officers lay down to sleep, 
as well as their new and terrible misfortune would 
permit them. The next day ;the Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs requested Captain Bainbridge and 
Lis officers to give their parole, in order that he 
might, in turn, pledge his word to the Pacha for 
their safety.. This was complied with. The offi- 
cers also presentecl a unanimous address to the 
Captain, in which they stated their belief, that the 
charts and soundings justified as near an approach 
to the shore as they had made ; and declaring,' 
that on this, as on every other occasion, his con- 
4luct had always been correct and honourable. 
boQthed by this proof of confidence and attacb- 
lueot^ Captain Bainbridge endeavoured to ren»- 
Jer tlic situation of. his oflicers and crew as con^" 

VOL. II. 15 



170 . BIOCaAFHT OF AMERICAN 

fortable as possible. The Consular boase w^ com- 
modious^ and although not large enough for the 
accommodation of so many persons, was at least 
airy, and the atmosphere they breathed was pure. 
About a fortnight after this, however, the Pacha's 
Minister acquainted Captain Bainbridge, that let- 
ters had been received from the Tripolitans who 
bad been taken by Captain Rodgers, in the John 
Adams, complaining of being ill treated by him, 
and Captain Bainbridge was requested to sign an 
order upon Commodore Preble, to give up these 
Tripolitan prisoners, with a declaration, that if 
he refused, the ill-treatment shown to the Tripoli- 
tan prisoners should be retaliated upon the offi- 
cers of tlie Philadelphia. Captain Bainbridge 
peremptorily refused to sign this order, and ac- 
cordingly, by way of punishment, they were con- 
ducted by the dave driver to the prison, where 
the crew were confined at work. Here they re^ 
inained one day, when the Tripolitan government, 
finding Captain Bainbridge's firmness not to be 
shaken, they were reconducted in the evening to 
the Consular house, and an apology received from 
the Minister for the indignity they had suflered. 
Here they continued, and were permitted occa^- 
siotially to walk xrni to the country in small par- 
ties, accompanied by a guard. 

On the sixteenth of February, 1804, the Phila*- 
delphia was burnt by Decatur. This mortified the 
Pacha exceedingly ; though he afiected to consi- 
der it as the fortune of war. Some of the bodies 
of persons who were known to have been on 
board the Philadelphia, floated ashore, from which 
the Pacha pretended to believe that Decatur, after 
getting clear of the harbour, had, in cold blood, 
killed the prisoners* This was the pretext for in- 
creasing the severity of their confinement. Accord- 
ing^J^j they were removed to apartments in the Pa- 
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cha's castle, exceedingly small, and but ill adapt- 
ed to accommodate so many. They were without 
windows, and all the light, as well as fresh air, 
was admitted through a small opening at the top, 
grated over with iron railing. The door was con- 
staotlv bolted and watched by a strong guard, as 
wa» also the top of the prison. The atmosphere 
they breathed, while thus closely confined, soon 
became unhealthy, and Captain Bainbridge re- 
peatedly represented to the Minister, that they ' 
could not exist so crowded together and with such 
confined air. After much delay, and when the 
warm weather came on, and they were all getting 
sicky these accommodations were enlarged by the 
addition of other rooms* Still they were much 
crowded and they could not have sustained stich 
confinement, but that the climate of Tripoli is the 
mildest and most delightful in the world. While 
in Ihis confinement, they were sometimes, when 
none of the American cruisers were off, permitted 
to walk into the country ; but there was one pe- 
riod of nearly eight months, that they were not 
allowed this indulgence, and these eight months 
included one whole summer, a season when the 
weather was warm, and consequently they most 
needed exercise and fresh air. They continued 
in this confinement until the peace of June, 1805. 
The conduct of the Pacha and his ofiicers was, 
however, far more mild than they had been led to 
anticipate, and even this rigorous confinement was 
imposed, not so much with a view to make them 
suffer, as because the Pacha thought it the only 
mode by which he could secure them. He was 
very apprehensive on this point. The Danish 
Consul endeavoured to explain.to the Tripolitan 
government the nature of a parole among Ea« 
ropeans; and assured the government, that, by 
getting tbem to pledge their honour^ they would ' 
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and that he might do with them as he pleased ;. 
that the United States had many officers and sea-, 
men, and that consequently they should be no 
loss to their country. This spirited reply saved 
him from any more such messages. It is impossi- 
ble to say whether the Pacha would or would not 
have gone to this extremity. He is a man of 
strong passions, and ambitious; and had he been 
driven from his kingdom^, he might have been 
urged to this violence ; as it cannot be supposed, 
liiat he should entertain the same sentimeuis of 
abhorrence at the atrocity of sacrificing his pri- 
soners, as would be felt by an European. A place 
in the interior had certainly been fixed on as a 
place of security for them, in case it became ne- 
cessary to remove them from the capital. 

While thus confined, without exercise or change 
of scene, their time, it may be easily imagined, 
passed heavily. But their youtli and the hardy 
frame of mind, created by their profession^ were 
qualified to resist for a long time, the depressing 
c'fiects of misfortune. • After the short interval of 
unavailing regret had passed, they collected their 
^irits and resources, and endeavoured to derive 
amusement and occupation from every quarter. 

When they were taken, they lost all their clothes. 
The officers of the Vixen, as soon as they heard 
of this circumstance, sent a part of their clothes, 
which came very seasonably. Soon after, some 
of their own was brought to the prison^ for sale, 
and each officer, having thus an opportunity of 
purchasing some of his former wardrobe, they 
bad a sufficient supply. Some of their books 
were also taken to them to be sold,, and wer^ pur- 
chased from the Tripolitans, to whom they were 
entirely useless, at ^a price generally much below 
tlieir value. 

These furnished the mea^s of con^toiit employ. 
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connected with every mention of the Tripolitan 
war. While the other agents of foreign countries, 
the French, English and Spanish Consuls, kept 
aloof, from the paltry consideration of timid) tj', 
or commercial jealousy, or wrote to the captives a 
cold and formal and complimentary and unmean- 
ing offer of service, Mn Nissen came forward at 
once, and from the first to the last ho.ur of their 
captivity, was a constant, utireniitting, anxious 
and affectionate friend. Money, clothes, books, 
every thing which could contribute to render the 
situation of the captives less irksome^ was lavish-' 
ed by the friendly 2eal of Mr. Nissen. When the 
period of their captivity was about etpiring, they 
addressed him a letter of thanks for nh disinter-' 
ested friendship : and as soon as they were re- 
leased, presented to him an urn, as a lasting mon-* 
ument of his benevolence and their gratitude. 

Besides other modes of occupying their time,* 
their minds were frequently excited by hopes and 
efforts to escape. An attempt was made in the 
latter end of April, 1804, to undermine the castle 
and escape under the wall. They commenced 
digging in the room of the warrant officers ; but 
after working for four days, they reached at the 
depth of twenty-five feet, a h^ose sand and water, 
and found that the foundation of the castle was 
built upon made ground of so loose a texture, 
that it was' impracticable to undermrae it hori- 
zontally the requisite distance, which was one 
hundred and fifty yards, without boards to prop* 
it and prevent its falling in ; and as they had none 
of these they were obliged to look to some other 
means of escape. In the fdllowing May, they 
adopted anothet scheme. One of the inner waills 
of the prison conrmunicated with a subterraneous 
passage which they hoped would- Ifead to the out*' 
ward wall of the castle, and by pcrforatting this 
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and a few of the original projectors of it. On the 
eve of its execution, Captain Bainbridge wrote 
to the Tripolitan raintster to inform him, that as 
no regard had been paid ,to their parole, he deem- 
ed himself justified in attempting to regain his* 
liberty, and recommending the officers who should 
be left behind to his particular care and atten- 
tion. To those officers themselves he addressed 
a note, stating, thai as all eeuld not make the at-« 
tempt, it was nee«»ariiy confined to its projectors ; 
that the escape of himself and so many ofiicers 
would eoablo them to render the greatest ^errices 
to those nhO' remained/ sind hasten thepferiod of 
their liberation, byiessening thesum' to'be de** 
manded by tfaeTripolitans. * When these arrange- 
ments' were-' coneladed^ the party re^acbed the win- 
dow, but ift blew so'Tiolent-a gale of whid, that 
they^ were toUrged to postpone the project ;; and 
Captain Bainbridge, ' finding that his depannre 
excited 'cifieasiifess^ in- thc'^ minds of some of the 
officers, absmdotied the' ^xpeditioR^ anddetorroiiiect 
to share their fate. * The attemptwas ihefl ib^de 
by three Lieutenants and as many Midshipmen.' 
At ssidoigbt, on the twenty-first dayoif May, they 
reached theterracei and remamed there forti^ady- 
two hours, ' endeavouring to seek a mc|nent to 
cross ta the parapet ; but the terrace was' covered 
with guards^ and* they found no opportunity of 
i^ettingoff. The failure of this scheme^ put an 
eod to all plans of escape, and' they patiently- 
baited their liberation from the bands of tbeir 
countrymen. 

Daring the bombardtrifc tit of the town, they 
were the melancholy and inactive witnesses of the 
f fforts of their countrymen. The burning of the' 
Philadelphia, the explosion of the fire-ship, com- 
manded by Captain Soraers^ and the various at- 
tacks made on the town, all passed before their 
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eyes. Sometimes too they were exposed frou. 
their situation to great danger. On one occasion, 
a twenty-four pound shot came into Captain Bain- 
bridge's bed-room and passed within six inches of 
his head. 

While the ofRcers were confined, the men were 
kept at work during the day and locked up at 
night. The work, however, which was required of 
them was always light, and nothing more than 
wholesome exercise. It was scarcely as severe as 
the ordinary duty which is exacted from liiem on 
board ship. The Tripolitans are, generally 
speaking, and excepting the people employed in 
the gun-boats, of a mild, humane character. The 
prisoners were often obstinate, uncomplying and 
mischievous ; yet the Tripolitans who had charge 
of them were rarely provoked to punish tbem. — 
They used often to say, that the Americans were 
the most difficult to manage of any people they 
had ever seen. Several of the crew turned Maho- 
metans, and thus gained their freedom ; but the 
rest remained faithful to their country and their 
religion. 

It would be unjust not to record an instance of 
the generosity of these seamen. Among the dri- 
vers who superintended them while at work was a 
Neapolitan, himself a captive, who had often re- 
lented into pity for them and done them acts of 
liiudness. Touched by this treatment, the crew, 
as they were about to leave Tripoli, made a sub- 
scription out of their wages of between three and 
four hundred dollars, with which they purchased 
the liberty of the Ne^olitan, who was thus res- 
tored at the same time with themselves to freedom 
and his country. 

At last Colonel Lear appeared off the harbour 
to negotiate a peace with Tripoli. The first over- 
tures were embarrassed by the employment of the 
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Spanisfa Consul, who was at length put aside, and 
Captain Bainbridge proposed, as the shortest 
mode of pacification, that he should be permitted 
to visit the squadron. This request was so new 
in Barbary, that the officers of the Philadelphia 
were obliged to give a written declaration, that 
in case he did not return they would submit to any 
punishment the Pacha might inflict. Under this 
guarantee he had an interview with the American 
officers, and a treaty was at last concluded be- 
tween the two countries ; by whicli-the American 
and Tripolitan prisoners were exchanged, and 
the sum of sixty thousand dollars given to the 
Pacha. On the third of June, 1805, the officers 
were liberated, after a confinement of nineteen 
months and three^days ; and on the fourth, they, 
as well as the crew, embarked on board the squa- 
dron, and soon after sailed for America. 

Captain Bainbridge reached the United States 
in the autumn of 1805, and the reception which 
he met from his country' was such as to satisfy 
completely the feelings of a meritorious, but un* 
fortunate officer. He was received rather as a 
returning conqueror, than as a vanquished pri- 
soner—a most unequivocal proof of public con- 
fidence, since that merit must indeed be sterling 
which could stand . the test of such misfortunes. 
Xur were the opinions of his brother officers less 
honourable and liberal. At his request, a court 
of inquiry had been held on the loss of the fri- 
;^ate, and the judgment of the court was, that it 
'^ was decidedly of opinion, that Captain Bain« 
bridge acted with fortitude and good conduce in 
the loss of the United States' frigate Philadelphia ; 
and that no degree of censure should attach itself 
to liim from that event." 

Early in 1806, he was ordered to take the com- 
mand of the naval station at New-York ; but soon 
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after, obtained a furlough to perform a voya^ in 
the nierchaiil service ; which, from the reduced 
btate of his funds, had become necessary to make 
some provisiou for liis family. He returned in 
1807, and was employed in various naval duties, 
until March, I SOS, when he was appointed to the 
Portland station, which had become vacant by the 
death of Commodore Preblo In December fol- 
lowin{^, he was calltd to Washington, to superin- 
tend the repairs of the frigate President, whicb he 
was appointed to command. Having completed 
the ship, he sailed, in July 1809, from Washington, 
and cruised on our coast till the next spring, when 
be ap;ain obtained permission from the navy de- 
partment lo engage in the merchant service. 

Having returned from his mercantile pursuits in 
February, 1312, he was appointed to the com- 
mand of tire navy-yard at Charlestowo, Massachu* 
seltS) and the public vessels on the eastern station. 
On the declaration of war against Great Bri- 
tain, it was submitted by the government to his 
own inclination, either to retain his post at the 
navy-yard, or to cruise against the enemy on the 
ocean. Accustomed to a life of active service, 
and preferring the hazard of warfare and the 
chance of victory, to the security of inaction, he 
did not hesitate to choose the former, and was ac- 
cordingly appointed to command the frigate Con- 
stellation ; but, on the arrival at Boston of Cap- 
tain Hull, after his victory over the 13i*itish frigate 
Guerrierc, he applied for a furlough to attend to 
bis private concerns, and Commodore Bainbridtre 
was permitted to take command of the Constitu- 
tion. In a few weeks he sailed, in company with 
the sloop of war Hornet, Captain Lawrence, on & 
cruise to the East-Indies. After parting com- 
pany with Captain Lawrence, he was runniiic^ 
down the coast of Brazil, when, on Thursday, 



(he 294h of December, he discovered, about nine 
in the moroing, two sail, one of which was stand- 
ing off shore towards hii». He imQiediately made 
sail to meet the strange ship, and finding, as he. 
approached her, that she did not answer his pri- 
vate signals, proceeded out to sea in order to 
separate her from her companion, and draw her 
off the neutral coast. About one o'clock, having 
reached what he considered a proper distance 
from the shore, he hoisted his ensign and pendantj 
which was answered by English coloi^rs, and per- 
ceiving that she was an English frigate (the Java, 
Captain Lambert) he took in the royals, tacked« 
and stood for the enemy. The Java immediately 
bore down, intended to rake, which the Constitu- 
tion avoided by wearing. The euemy being now 
within half a mile to windward, and having hauled 
down his flag, the Constitution iSred a gun ahead 
to make him show his colours, and immediately 
poured in her whole broadside, on which Eng- 
lish colours .were, hoisted, and the fire returnea. 
On this, the action became general, within grape 
and canister distance. In a few minutes, the 
wheel of the Constitution was shot away ; and, in 
about half an hour, Commodore Bainbridge find- 
ing that his adversary still kept too far off, deter- 
mined to close with him at the^isk of being raked* 
He therefore luffed up so close to the Java, that in 
passing, her jib-boom got foul of the Constitution's 
znizen rigging ; and having now gained a nearer 
position, he poured in so well directed a fire, that 
in ten minutes he shot away the Java's jib-boom 
and part of her bowsprit ; in five minutes more her 
foremast went by the board — her maintopmast 
followed — then the gaft and spanker-booAi, and 
lastly, the mizen-mast went nearly by the board* 
At five minutes past four, one hour and fifiy-five 
minutes from the commencement of the action, 
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the Java's fire was completely silenced, and lier 
colours being down, Commodore Bainbridge top- 
posed that she had struck : he therefore shot ahead 
to repadr his rigging ; but while hove to for that 
purpose, discovered that her colours were still 
flying, although her mainmast had just gone by 
the ^ard. He therefore bore down again upon 
her, and having got close athwiurt her -bows, was 
on the point of raking her with a broadside, when 
she hauled down her colours, being a .completely 
unmanageable wreck, entirely dismasted, without 
a spar of any kind standing. On boarding her, it 
was found that Captain Lambert had been mor- 
tally wounded, and 4hat the Java was so ranch in- 
jured, that it would be impossible to bring her to 
the United States. Ail the prisoners and the bag- 
gage were therefore brought on board the Consti- 
tution, a service viMch it required two days to 
perform, there being but « single boat left between 
the two frigates. On the 31 st she was blown up, 
and the Constitution put into St. Salvador. The 
Java carried forty-nine guns, and upwards of four 
hundred men : she was bound to the East-Indies, 
and had, in addition to her own crew, upwards 
of one hundred supernumerary officers and sea- 
men, for difierent ships on the East-India sta- 
tion — ^among whom was a lif aster and Commander 
in the navy, and also Lieutenant-general Uislop 
and his two aids, of the British army. 

Her loss was mty killed ; and among these 
Captain Lambert. Of the wounded, the ac- 
counts varied from one hundred and one (which 
were ascertained positively) to one hulidred and 
seventy. 

Oniioard the Constitution, nine were killed, 
and twenty-five wounded ; among whom was the 
Commodore himself. 

This victory was scarcely less honourable t^ 



mtlTAftV AND NAVAL HEZiOCS. 183 

Commodore Bainbridge, than the generosity with 
which he exercised the rights of a conqueror.— 
IVhile on board, the prisoners were treated with' 
the roost respectful attention. Immediately on 
their landing at St. Salvador, they were set at 
liberty on parole, and received every article of 
their baggage : and particularly, a service of plate 
belonging to General Hislop, was carefully ore* 
served and restored to him. These proors of 
iKiiioarable courtesy were not lost on the prison- 
ers, who expressed their gratitude in a manner as 
creditable to themselves as to the victors. 

The decayed state of the Constitution, and otb* 
cr ihreumstances, combining ro interfere with the 
original plan of the cruise. Commodore Bain^ 
|>rid^ now left the Hornet to blockade a superior 
British force at St. Salvador), and returned to the 
tJoited States. 

On his arrival at Boston, be was received with 
an enthusiastic welcome by hit countrymen, who 
felt peculiar pleasure in seeing that fortune had 
nt last relented, and given him an opportunity of 
adding success to merit. Fifty thousand dollars 
priae-money, as a compensation for the loss of 
the Java, were given by Comress to the officers 
and crew, and a ffold medal presented to thio 
Commodore himself. These were followed by 
votes of thanks and testimonials of respect, from 
aeveral of the state legislatures, and also from var 
rious corporate bodies and meetings of the citizens 
generallv. 

Since his return, he has been appointed to com- 
mand the Eastern station, from Portsmouth to 
Connecticut, within which limits be has bad charge 
of the Constitution and two brigs j and the con* 
struction of two sloops of war and a seventy-foun 

The arrangement of the differences of the Uni* 
ted States with Great Britain did not let him re* 
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main long in the inaction of peace. Having su - 
perintendecJ the buikling of the Independence, a 
ship of 74 guns, he had the honour of waving his 
flag on board the first line of battle ship belong- 
ing to the United States, that ever floated. The 
hostile demeanour of the governments of Barbary. 
induced the American government, in 181£f, te 
equip two squadrons, one under Decatur, and. an- 
other under Bainbridge, for the Mediterranean, to 
use the lex talionis of kings, to bring tbem to a 
due sense of the estimation in which the people of 
the United States ought to be held. His squa- 
dron consisted of the Independence, 74, flag-ship; 
sloop of war, Erie, 18 guns; brig Chip|#wa^ 
18 guns; and schooner Lynx. In his voyage 
to the Mediterranean, he found his ship to exceed 
bis most sanguine expectations^ and the alacrity 
of Commodore Decatur, in briuginc the Barbary 
powers to a peaceful demeaiTour, left bim, on bis 
arrival in that sea, no share of the honours be ex- 
pected to reap from the object of his destination. 

He arrived in the harbour of Cartbagena, in 
Spain, on the 5th of August, 1816, and oo the 
10th of the same month, informed the Secretary 
of the navy, by letter, that peace having taken 
place with the Regency of Algiers, it only remain- 
ed for him to obey the Secretary's instructions, 
by showing his squadron ofi* Tunis and Tripoli, 
leaving one frigate and two smaller vessels in the 
ut of Gibraltar, and returning to Newport, IL 
sland, with the residue of his squadron, where 
be expected to arrive some time in the following 
September. 

According to his instructions, he presented him* 
self before Algiers, and exhibited his force. He 
then presented himself before Tripoli,. where he 
had the mortification to find that Commodore 
Decatur had shorn him pf his expected laurels, 
by a previous visit. 



I 
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After runDing down the Barbary coast, be ar* 
rived in Malaga Roadi, on the 1 3th of September, 
where he remained some dayi waiting to form a 
junction with Commodore Decatur's sauadron. 
As soon as this was eflectedi he sailed for the 
United States and. arrived at Newport, Rhode 
Island, on the. 16th of November, 1815, leaving, 
under Captain Shaw, the senior officer, the fri^ 
gates United States and Constellation, and tho 
sloops of war Ontario and Erie, to enforce a due 
respect among the Barbary States to the condi- 
tioos of the late peace. 



CAPTAIN 

LEWIS WARRINGTON. 

Lewis WAawNoxow is a native of Virginia, and 
was partly educated at Williamsburg College. 

At the age of about fifteen, he benig appointed 
a Midshipman in the United States' navy, joined 
the frigate Cliesapeake, then lying at Norfolk, in 
February, 1800. In this ship he cruised on the 
West-India station till May, 1801, when she re- 
turned to the United States, He then went on 
board Ae frigate President, under Commodore 
Dale. This ship soon after sailed for the Medi- 
terranean, where she remained until 1802, block- 
ading Tripoli. The President, in Mav, 1802, re- 
tunied to the United Sta,tes, and Mr. Warring- 
ton then joined the frigate NeW-York, in which 
ship he once more sailed for the Mediterranean, 
and returned in June, 1803, to this country m 
the Chesapeake frigate. On his return, he was 
uamediately ordered to the Vixen, then com- 
Handed by Captain Smith, late of the FrankhDj 
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seventy -four, deceased. In this vessel, Warring- 
ton again sailed for the Mediterranean, in Au- 
gust, 1803, and remained tn her daring the at- 
tacks on the ^un-boats and batteries of Tripoli, 
in which the Vixen always took a part. In the 
month of November, 1804, li^ was made acting 
Lieutenant, and in July the next year, went on 
board the brig Syren as junior Lieutenant. 'In 
March, 1806, he joined the Enterprise, as first 
Lieutenant, and in July, 1807, returned to the 
United States, after an absence of four years. 

On Lieutenant Warrington's return to tbe Uni- 
ted States, he was ordered to the command of a 
gun -boat on the Norfolk station, where Coromor 
doi*e Decatur commanded at that time. 

He continued in the command of a gun-boat, 
until February, 1809, when he was again ordered 
to the Syren, as first Lieutenant. On tbe return 
of this vessel from Europe, whither she went with 
despatches, he was ordered to the Essex, as her 
first Lieutenant, in September the same year. 
In this ship he cruised on the American coast, and 
again carried out despatches for government, re- 
turning in August, 181*2. He was then ordered 
to the frigate Congress, as her first Lieutenant, 
and sailed in her on the declaration of war, in 
company with the squadron under Commodore 
RoHgers, intended to intercept the British West* 
India fleet. Tbe escape of this fleet was peculiar- 
ly fortunate to* Great Britain, as Commodore 
Kodgers passed and repassed them with his squad- 
ron repeatedly ; but for thirteen or fourteen days, 
with very little intermission, the fog was so thick 
that his vessels could not distingnish each other 
at tbe distance of a quarter of a mile. Lieuten- 
ant Warrington continued in tbe Congress till 
March, 1813, when he became first Lieutenant oi 
the frigate United States, where he remained till 
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hii promotion to the rank of Master*commandant» 
soon after which he took the command of the Pea- 
cock sloop of war. 

While craising in the Peacock, in latitude 27, 
47, he fell in with the British brig of war Eper- 
vier, with whom he engaged. The result of the 
action is thus communicated in his oiiicial letter 
to the Secretary of the Navy : 

At sea J April idt/l, 1814. 
" Sib, 

** I have the honour to inform you that we 
have this morning captured, after an action of 
forty-two minutes, his Britannic majesty's brig « 
Epervier, rating and mounting eighteen thirty- 
two pound carronades, with one hundred and 
twenty-eight men, of whom eleven were killed, 
and fifteen wounded, according to the best infor- 
mation we could obtain—- among the latter is her 
first Lieutenant, who has lost an arm, and receiv- 
ed a severe splinter-wound in the hip. Not a man 
in the Peacock was killed, and only two wound* 
ed, neither dangerouslv. The fate of the E|)ep* 
vier would haVe been decided in much less ^me^ 
but for the circumstance of our fore-yard having 
b^n totally disabled by two round shot in the 
starboard-quarter from her first broadside, which 
entirely deprived us of the use of our fore-top* 
sails, and compelled us to keep the ship large * 
tbrougbout the remainder of the action. 

*' This, with a few topmast and topgallant baek- 
stays cut away, and a few shot through our sails, 
is the only injury the Peacock has sustained. 
Not a round shot touched our hull, and our masts 
and spars are as sound as ever. When the ene- 
my struck, he had five feet water in his hold — his 
malntopmast was over the side — his mainboom 
shot away— his foremast cut nearly in two, and 
tolteriDg— bis fore-rigging and stays shot away~ 
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his bowsprit badly wounded, and forty-fire shot 
holes ill his hull, twenty of which were within a 
foot of his water-line, above and below. By great 
exertions we gut her in sailing order just as night 
came on. 

*' In fifteen minutes after the enemy had struck, 
the Peacock was ready for another action, in 
every respect ; but the fore-yard, which was sent 
down, fished, and we had the foresail set again in 
forty-five minutes — such was the spirit and ac- 
tivity of our gallant crew. The Epervier bad 
under convoy an English hermaphrodite brig, a 
Russian and a Spanish ship, which all hauled 
their wind and stood to the £. N. £. I had de- 
termined upon pursuing the former, but found 
that it would not be prudent to leave our prize 
in her then crippled state, and the more particu- 
larly so, as we found she Had on board one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand dollars in specie, which 
we soon transferred to thb ship. Every officer^ 
seaman, and marine did his duty, which is the 
highest compliment I can pay them. 
^ I am, &^. 

L. WARRINGTON." 

Captain Warrington brought his prise safe into 
port, and on his return, received, the usual hon- 
ours, which it had become customary to pay to 
men who conquered the enemy. 

Early in tbe following year, he sailed from New- 
York, in company with the Hornet, .Captain Bid- 
die, as part of a squadron Under Commodore 
Decatur, in the President, which was intended to 
cruise in the Indian seas. The President bad 
sailed shortly before, after appointing a rendez- 
vous, and soon after, was fallen in with by a Bri- 
tish squadron, to which he was finally obliged to 
surrender, after having beaten the Endymion, 
their headmost sbip« The Peacock tad Hornet 
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separated in chasing, and did not meet until they 
arrived at Tristan D'Acunha, the appointed ren* 
dezvous. Frondf thence they proceeded to their 
ukimate destination, but were again separated in 
consequence of falling in with a British line of 
battle ship, and never afterwards joined. The 
Hornet was obliged to throw over her guns to es<* 
cape from the enemy, which rendered it necessary 
to return to port ^ but the Peacock gained the 
Straits of Sunda, where she captured four vessels, 
one of them ^ brig of fourteen guns, in the East- 
India company's service. From this vessel Cap- 
tain Warnngton received satisfactory assurances 
of the ratification of peace between the United 
States and Epgland, and, in consequence, made 
the best of his way to this country, where he ar- 
rived the beginning of November, 1815, after ah 
absence of almost a year. The Peacock was the 
firist ship of war belonging to the United States 
that ever cruised in the Straits of Sunda, iii no 
part of which is there a friendly port, where she 
could calculate on receiving any supplies what« 
ever. Since Captain Warrington took command 
of that ship she has captured nineteen vessels, 
three of which were given up to prisoners, and 
sixteen destroyed. 



LIEUTCNANT*COLONEL 

6E0BOE CROGHA?^ 

Was born at Locust Grove, near the falls of 
Ohio, on the 16th of November, 1791. His fa- 
ther, Major William Croghan, left Ireland at a» 
early period, was appointed an officer in our re- 
volutionary army, and discharged bis duties aq 
juch, tu the satisfaction of the CommMder-iiH 
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chief. His mother is the daughter of Jobn Clark^ 
Esq. of Virginia, a gCDtleman of worth and res- 
pectability, who exerted himself greatly and coo* 
tributed largely towards the soppert of the Revo- 
lutionary contest. He had fi^e sons; four of 
whom were officers in the Revolotioaary army. 
General William Clark, who, together with Cap* 
tain Lewis, explored the western boundary c^ the 
United States, and who is at present the Gover- 
nor of Louisiana, was too young to participate 
with bis brothers in the achievement of that event. 
The military talents of George R. Clark, have ob* 
latned for htm the flattering appellation of " the 
Cither of the western couniry." 
' Colonel Croghaoi has always been esteemed 
generous and humane i and, when a1tK>y, bis nan- 
ly appearance and independence of sentinentaDd 
action, commanded the attention and admiration 
of all who knew him* 

. While in the state of Kentucky, his time was 
princtpalty occupied with the study of his native 
tongue*-*-geography — the elements of geometry — 
and the I^tin and the Greek languages. In these 
different branches of literature he made a res-- 
pectaUe progress. 

In the year 1 808, he left Locust Grove, for the 
purpose of prosecuting his studies in the University 
of William and Mary. In this institution he gra- 
duated as A. B. on the 4th of July, 1810 ; and 
delivered, on the day of his graduation, an ora- 
tion on the subject of expatriation. This oration 
was deemed by the audience, concise, ingenious, 
and argumentative, and was pronounced in a 
manner which did great credit to his oratorical 
powers. The ensuing summer he attended a 
course of lectures on law, and, on the termination 
of the course, returned to bis father's, where 
he prosecuted the study of the same profession, 
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and oecaftionalk indulged htroseif in miscellamx 
ous reading. Biography and hiitory have always 
occupied much cSf his attention. He is (as his 
coaateoance indicates) rather of a serious cast of 
mind ; but no one admires toore a pleasant anec'^ 
dole, ^r an unaffected sally af viit. With Ms 
friends he is affable and free from reserve— bis 
manners are prepossessing ; he dislikes ostenta** 
tion, anrd was nevar beard to utter a word in 
praise of himself. i 

In the autumn of 181 1, was fought the battle of 
Tippecanoe. This was the first opportunity that 
oflered for the display of his military talents. 
He embraced it with avidity — he lef\ his father's 
bouse in the character of a volunteer, and was 
appointed Aid to General Harrison. On the 7th 
of Novemberi an attaclc was made on the troops 
under tlie command of that officer ; the enemy 
were repulsed with valour ; and, during the en** 
gagement, young Crogban evinced the greatest 
courage, activity and military skill. His services 
were acknowledged by all ; and he exhibited such 
proofs of a genius for war, that many of his com* 
panions in arms remarked, that '' be was born a 
soldier.^' A cant saying among the troops of 
Tippecanoe, was ^ to do a main business," and 
during the battle, be would ride A*om post to post, 
exciting the courage of the men by exclaiming, 
** Now my brave fdllows, now is tbe time to do a 
main business." Upon the return of the troopi 
from Tippecanoe, they were frequently met by 
persons coming to ascertain tbe fate of their chil- 
dren or friends. Among the number of these 
was a very poor and aged man, whose sion was 
slain in tbe battle. Crogban having ascertained 
tbe situation of tbe old .man, and dbserving his 
inability to perform much bodily labour, rego- 
iarly made bis fires for him every morning, (and 
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supplied him with provisions, clothes and mout \ . 
Many acts of this kind are related of him by the 
soldiers and officers of Tippecanoe. 

After the battle of Tippecanoe, and upon the 
project of a speedy declaration of war against 
Great Britain, he expressed a desire to join thf 
army. Recommendatory letters of the most flat- 
tering kind were written by Generals Harrison 
and Boyd to the Secretary of war, and upon tiic 
commencement of hostilities, he was appointed 
Captain in the 17th regiment of infantry. He 
was stationed some time at Clark cantonment, 
near the falls of Ohio ; but had not been lone; in 
^command there, before he was ordered to march, 
with what regulars he had, to tho head-quarters 
of the North-western army, then at Detroit. Ho- 
fore they had proceeded far they heard of Hull's 
surrender. Shortly after this, to the Americans. 
unfortunate event, Governor Harrison, who had 
received a Major- general's commission in the re- 
i^ular army, was appointed to command the Uni- 
ted States'* forces on the North-western frontier. 

Captain Croghan commanded a short time. 
Fort Deiiance, on the Miami of the Lakes; but 
after the defeat of General Wincliester, he \^as 
ordered to Fort Meigs, upon which the enemy de- 
signed an attack. Here General Harrison com- 
manded in person. £very disposition both for at- 
tack and defence, was made by the conflictini^ 
parties. The siege began on the 2dth of April, 
and on the 9th of May following, the besiegers 
commenced their retreat, covered with disgrace. 
Here Croghan particularly signalized himself with 
his corps, by several handsome and brilliant char* 
ges on the enemy. For his conduct oq this occa- 
sion, he received the particular notice of the Com- 
manding General ; and was shortly after advanced 
to a Majority and was stationed with his batta]- 
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i on at -upper Sandusky. From this he was order- 
ed to Fort Stephenson, twenty miles above the 
inouth of Sandusky river, wilfh orders from Gen- 
er^ Harrison to destroy the stores and abandon 
the fort, if the enemy made his appearance^ 
rjearning that the enemy designed to attack him, 
lie disobeyed bis ordei^s, and immortalized bis 
fame. He laboured day and night to place the 
fort in a state of defence. 

The necessity of cutting a ditch round the fort, 
iminediately presented itself to him. — This was 
done— but in order to render the enemy's plans 
abortive, should they even succeed in leaping the 
diccb^ which was nine feet wide, and six deep, he 
had large logs placed on the top of the fort, and 
so adjusted that an inconsiderable weight would 
cause them to fall from their position, and crush to 
death all who might ^e situated below. 

A short time before the action, he wrote the fol- 
lowing concise and impressive letter to a friend. 
*' The enemy are not far distant t I expect an at- 
tack — I will defend this post to the last extremity. 
I have just sent away the women and children that 
I may be able to act without incumbrance. Be 
sattslSed : I hope to do my duty. The example 
set me by my revolutionary kindred is before me 
— ^let me die rather than prove unworthy of their 
name." 

On the first of August, General Proctor made 
his appearance before the fort. His troops con- 
sisted of 500 regulars, and about 700 Indians of 
the most ferocious kind. There were but 133 
eflective men in the garrison, and the works co- 
vered one acre of ground. The pickets were 
about ten feet high, surrounded by a ditch, with a 
block-house at each angle of the fort, 'one of which 
contained a six-pounder. This was the exact 
state of the post at the time the enemy appeared. 
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their fire bad sufficiently shattered the pickets, 
advanced, to the number of five hundred, to storm 
the place, at the same time making two feints on 
different points. 

The column which advanced aninst the North- 
western angle, was so completely enveloped in 
smoke, as not to be discovered until it had ap-* 
proacbed within eighteen or twenty paces of the 
lines, but the men being all at their posts, and 
ready to receive it, commenced so heavy and gal- 
ling a fire as to throw the column into confusion ; 
but being quickly rallied, Lieutenant-colonel 
Short, the leader ofthe column, exclaimed, *' come 
on my brave fellows, we will give these d— d yan^ 
kee rascals no quarters," and immediately leapt 
into the ditch, followed by his troops : as soon as 
the ditch was entirely filled by the assailants, 
Maior Croghan ordered the six-pounder which 
had been masked in the block*house, to be fired. 
It had been loaded with a double charge of mus- 
ket balls and slugs. The piece completely raked 
the ditch from end to eAd. The first fire levelled 
the one half in death ; the second or third either 
killed or wounded every one except eleven, who 
were cov«red by the dead bodies. At the same 
time, the fire of small arms was so incessant and 
destructive, that it was in vain the British officers 
exerted themselves to lead on the balance of the 
column ; it retired in disorder under a shower of 
shot, and sought safety in an adjoining wood. 
The loss of the enemy in killed was about one 
hundred and fifty, besides a considerable number 
of their allies. The Americans had but one killed 
and seven slightly wounded. Early in the morn- 
ing of the third, the enemy retreated down the 
river, after having abandoned considerable bag- 

The garrison was composed of regulars, all 
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Keiituckians ; a finer company of men was not to 
be foimd in the United ISlates, perhaps not in the 
world. They were as humane as cuurageous. 
This is pr(»ved by their unceasing attention to 
the wounded enemy after their discomfiture; du- 
rino^ the U!(^hl thoy kindly received into the fort, 
through the "fatal port-hole of the block-house, 
all those who were able to crawl to it ; to those 
unable to move, they threw canteens filled with 
water. They even parted with their clothes to 
alleviate the sutTerings of the wounded. 

Notwithstanding his disobedience of orders, for 
the successful defence of this post, Major Crogh an 
was raised to the rank of Lieutenant-colonel. 

In the beginning of July, an expedition for the 
recapturing of M ichilimackinac, was intrusted to 
his command. This was fitted out from Detroit. 

On the 2Qih of July, the troops were landed at 
St. Joseph's; and the fort, which had been eva- 
cuated, set on fire. Major Holmes was then or- 
dered to the Sault St. Mary's, for the purpose of 
breaking up the enemy's establishment at that 
place. He arrived the day after ; but the North- 
west agent had received notice of his approach, 
and succeeded in escaping with a considerable 
amount of goods, after setting fire to a vessel 
above the falls : the design of this latter measure 
was frustrated. The vessel was brought down 
the falls on the 25th, but having bilged, was de- 
stroyed. Considerable property belonging to 
the enemy was taken. 

On the 4th of August, a landing of the troops 
under Croghan and Morgan was eflected, at 
Mackinac ; but the strength of the enemy's w<5j;ks 
rendered it impossible to carry the place by storm, 
with a small number of troops ; and, after a se- 
vere conflict, a retreat became indispensable, and 
was accordingly effected. 
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Although this expedition proved unsuccessful 
in its issuet its failure was not ascribable to. any 
misconduct on the part of (he commanding officer. 
£very thing was done that vigilancei braveryi 
and perseverance could achieve. 

The American loss was thirteen killed, fifty-one 
wounded, and two missing-*^loss of the enemy not 
known. 

After this affair, Colonel Croghan determined 
to remsun on Lake Huron for a time, with three 
companies, for the purpose of breaking up any 
depots which the enemy might have on the east 
side of the lake. 

He learnt that the only line of communication* 
from York to Mackinac, 8£c» was by the way of 
lake Simcoe and Nautawasaga riyeri which emp- 
ties into Lake Huron about one hundred miles 9. 
£. of Cabot's Head*. 

On the 13th of August, the fleet anchored off 
the mouth of that river, and the troops were 
quickly disembarked on the peninsula formed be- 
tween the river and lake, for the purpose of fixing 
a camp. 

On reconnoitering the position thus taken, it 
was discovered that the enemy's schooner Nancv 
was drawn up in the river a few hundred yards 
above, under cover of a block-house, erected on 
a commanding situation on the opposite shore. 

On the following mornine, a fiie for a few min- 
utes was kept up by the shipping upon the block- 
house, but with little effect^-At twelve o'clock, 
two howitzers being placed within a few hundred 
yards, commenced a fire, which lasted but a few 
minutes, when the block-house blew up ; at. the 
same time, fire was communicated to the Nancy, 
(by the bursting of one of our shells,) which was 
so quickly enveloped in flames as to render any 

attempts which, might have been made to save 

17* 



198 BIOORAPUT OF AMEKICAN 

her uDayailing, giving the enemy barely time to 
make bis escape^ before an explosion took place. 

The loss of the Nancy was severely felt by ihe 
enemy ; her cargo consisting (at the time of ber 
being on fire) of several hundred barrels of pro- 
visions, intended as a six months' supply for the 
garrison at Mackinac. 

Colonel Croghan afterwards returned to De- 
troit. 

Colonel Croghan continued in active service 
during the remainder of the war, and some time 
after the reduction of the army he resigned his 
commission. In May, 1817, he was married to a 
daughter of John R. Livingston, Esq. at New- 
York, in which city he has since resided. 



COMMODORS 

THOMAS MACDONOUGH 

Is a native of the state of Delaware. Of his 
early years nothing has been said. At the siege 
af Tripoli, he held a Midshipman's warrant, and 
served under Commodore Decatur, whose favour- 
able report to Commodore Preble, of his good 
conduct as one of the heroic volunteers by whom 
the frigate Philadelphia and Turkish gun-boats 
were destroyed, induced that officer to promote 
him. From that period to his appearance on 
Lake Champlain, nothing in the life of Macdo- 
jQOugh is known. 

It had become an object of solicitude with the 
belligerent parties on the Northern frontier, to 
obtain the superiority on the lakes. Indeed, the 
success of the land operations was considered to 
be entirely dependent on that of the marine.'—* 
Commodore Perry had already established our 
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dominion on Lake Erie : and Cliat of Lake Onta« 
rio, had been successfully disputed by Commodore 
Chauncey, mtb Sir James i eo. The states of 
Vermont and New-York were threatened from 
Liake Champlain. To counteract hostile attempts 
from this quarter, the command of the American 
squadron on this lake, was intrusted to Commo- 
dore Macdonough ; while the defence of Platts- 
burgh, depended upon the exertions of General 
Macomb and his gallant little army : in Septem- 
ber, 1814, an attack was anticipated upon these 
youthful commanders. Accordingly, on the 11th 
of that month, the expected event took place. 

For several days, the enemy had been on bis 
wav to Plattsburgh, by land and water, and it was 
well understood, that an attack would be made at 
the same time, by his land and naval forces.*-^ 
Commodore Macdonough determined to await at 
anchor, the approach oi the fatter. 

At eight o'clock in the morning, the look-out 
boat announced the approach of the enemy. At 
nine, he anchored in a line ahead, at about three 
hundred vards distance from the American line : 
his flag*snip, the Confiance, under Commodore 
Downte, was opposed to Commodore Macdo- 
uough's ship, the Saratoga ; the brig Linnet, was 
opposed to the Eagle, Captain Robert Henley ; 
the enemy's gallies, thirteen in numl^er, to the 
schooner, sloop, and a division of gullies, one* of 
his sloops assisting his ship and brig ; the others 
assisting his gallies : the remaining American gat* 
lies being with the Saratoga and Eagle. 

In this situation, the whole force on both sides 
became engaged ; the Saratoga suffering mnch 
from the heavy fire of the Confiance, though the 
Are of the forner was very destructive to her 
•ntaffonist. The Ticonderoga, Ldeutenant-eonoi* 
maaoer Cassin, gallantly sustained her full share 
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of the actioo. At half past ten o'clock, the Eagle, 
not being able to bring her guns to bear, cut her 
cable and anchored in a more eligible position, 
between the Saratoga and the Ticonderoga, where 
she very much annoyed the enemy, but unfortu- 
nately left her Commodore exposed to a galling 
fire from the enemy's brig. The ^uns of the Sa- 
ratoga on the starboard side, being nearly all 
dismounted or not manageable, a stern anchor 
was let go, the bower cable cut, and the ship 
winded with a fresh broadside on the Cunfiance, 
which soon after surrendered. The broadside of 
the Saratoga was then sprung to bear on the brig^ 
which surrendered in about fifteen minutes after. 

The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle, had 
struck some time before, and drifted down the 
line ; the sloop which was with the enemy's gallies, 
having struck also. Three of them were sunk, 
and the others pulled ofi". While Macdonough'g 
gallies were in the act of obeying the signal to 
follow them, all the vessels were reported to him 
to be in a sinking state ; it then became necessary 
to countermand the signal to the gallies, and or* 
der their men to the pumps. 

At this time there was not' a mast standing in 
either squadron, in a condition to hold up a sail ; 
the lower rigging being nearly all shot away hung> 
down alon^ the masts. 

The action lasted without intermission- two 
hours and twenty minutes. The Confiance had 
one hundred and five round shot in her hull. Her 
shot passing principally over the heads of her an-^ 
tagonists, the hull of the Saratoga received but 
fifty-five shot, and there were not at the close of 
the action, twenty whole hammocks in the net- 
tings. The Confiance had one hundred and nine* 
ty IIKM1 killed ; and one of the captured sloops^ 

e Chub, bad but five men aliyet The BrUi&b 
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Commodore, Downie, wa^ killed at the first broad- 
side. Commodore Macdooough was three times 
knocked down, by the splinters and falling sp&rs 
and blocks, but escaped with trifling injury. The 
Saratoga was twice set on fire by not shot from 
the enero^s ship. 

The following is a statement of the killed and 
wounded on board the American squadron, and 
of the force engaged on each side ; taken from 
Commodore Macdonoueh's letter to the Secretary 
of the navy, dated, '< United States' ship Sarato- 
ga, at anchor ofi* Plattsburgh, September ISth, 
1814,'' accompanying the flags taken from the 
enemy. 

American Force. 

Saratoga, eight long 24 pounders : — six 42 
pound carronades ;— twelve 32 pound do."-*to* 
tal ». 

Eagle, twelve 32 pound carronades^ and eight 
lonff IB pounders :-*toial 20* 

Ticonderoga, eight long 12 pounders ;**four 
long 18 do ; — five 32 pound carronades : — ^total 
17. 

Preble, seven long 9 pounders :-^otal 7. 

Ten gallies, via ; — Allen, Burrows, Borer, Net- 
tle, Viper, and Centipede, one long 24 pounder, 
and one 18 pounder, Columbiao, each ; — and 
Ludlow, Wilmer, Aylwin, and Ballard, of one 
long 12 pounder each.—- Grand total 86 guns. 

RECAPITULATION.— 14 long 24 poundcrs, 

6 42 pound carronades, 
29 32 pound do. 

12 long 18 pounders, 
12 12 do. 

7 9 do. 

6 18 pound colurobiads. 
Total 86 guns. 
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Enemy^s Force* 

Frigate ConfiaDce, tweDty-seven long 24 poun- 
ders ; — four 32 pound carronades ; — six 24 pound 
do. and two long 18 pounders, on birth deck : — 
total 39. 

Brig Linnet, sixteen long 12 pounders : — to- 
tal 16. 

Sloop Chub, ten 18 pound carronades ;^— ^ne 
long SIX pounder : total 11. 

Sloop Finch, six 18 pound carronades :«-^ODe 
18 pound Columbiad, and four long 6 pounders : 
—total 11. 

Tliirteen gallies, viz: — Sir James Yeo, one 
long 24 pounder, and one 32 pound carronade : — 
total 2. 

Sir George Prevost, one long 24 pounder, and 
one 32 pound carronade : — total 2. 

Sir Sy . Beckwith, one long 24 pounder, and one 
32 pound carronade :• — total 2. 

Broke, one long 18 pounder, and one 32 pound 
carronade :> — totaV 2. 

Murray, one long 18 pounder, and one 18 
pound carronade : — total 2. 

Wellington, one long 18 pounder: — total 1. 

Tecuraseh, one long 18 do. — total 1. 

Name unknown, one long 18 do. — total 1. 

Drummond, oiie 82 pound carronade : — to- 
tal 1. 

Simcoe,one32 do, do.-— total 1. 

Name unknown, one 32 do. do. — total 1. 
Do. do. one 32 do. do. — total 1. 
Do. do. one 32 do. do. — total 1. 

Total, guns 95. 
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EECA»XTULATXON.-->thirty long 24 pounders 



seven 


18 do. 


sixteen 


12 do. 


five 


6 do. 


thirteen 


32 pound carron. 


six 


24 do. do. 


seventeen 


18 do. do. 


one 


J 8 do» Colunib« 



Total, 95 guns. 
An attack made by the British army, under 
the Governor-general of the Canadas, Sir George 
Prevost, upon General Macomb, commanding at 
Plattsburgh, owed its defeat to the bravery of 
Commodore Macdonough on the lake, and the un- 
daunted valour of Macomb commanding ashore. 

Sir George having collected all the disposable 
force in Lower Canada, with a view of conquer- 
ing the country as far as Crown Point and Ti- 
conderoga, entered the territories of the United 
States, on the first of September, with fourteen 
thousand men, and occupied the village of Cham- 
plain. As were before intimated, the co<-opera- 
tion of the naval force constituted an essential 
part of the arrangement. The consequence was, 
that instantly upon the discomfiture of the fleet, 
the army retired with great precipitation, having 
lost two thousand five hundred men, in killed^ 
wounded and missing. 

Thus, by the valour and conduct of two young 
commanders, joined to the exertion of the forces 
under their command, the enemy was expelled 
from Lake Champlain and its vicinity ; his cher* 
ished enterprise miscarried, and the prospect of 
future success was rendered more distant and 
hopeless than ever. 

This victory was announced to the department 
of war, by Commodore Macdonough, on the day 
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thickening and portended a tempest, he became « 
member and was elected Captain of the " JVasA- 
wUe Uniform Volunteers^^^ which company ten- 
dered their services to the government of <lie 
United StateSi a short time prior to the hostile 
attitude assumed by their country^ in June, 1812, 
to retaliate for the unjust and infamous affgres- 
fiioos of Gr^at Britain, on the rights of the United 
Stales as a free and independent nation. This 
teoder was promptly accepted by the National 
Executive ; and from this period, the military ca- 
reer of Carrol] is dated. Suffice it to say, that 
tbe officers and men o( that corps emulated each 
other in bringing their discipline to the highest 
state of perfection in their power. Captain Car- 
roil, in particular, devoted much of his time 4o im* 
prmw bis knowledge of the military art. 

Shortly after the government of* the United 
States had made known to the world their deter- 
mination to resist the aggressions of Great Bri- 
tain on their National Independence, by an appeal 
to arms, a body of volunteers from Tennessee, 
commanded by General Andrew Jackson, was 
ordered by the general government, to descend the 
Mississippi for the defence of the lower country, 
where invasion was at that time apprehended* 
On this occasion, Captain Carroll was appointed 
Brigade-anspector of tbe whole command, by the 
):ero of New-Orleans. During this expedition, 
officers and men, by their perseverance, patience, 
and correct discipline, drew from the late General 
Covington, at their discharge from Natches, his 
marked approbation. 

Tbe hostile demeanour of the Creek Indians 
impelled the government of tbe United States to 
direct an irruption of military force into the 
Creek countries, in the autumn of 1813. General 
Andrew Jackson, with bis .Tennessee Volunteers, 

voXi. II. 18 
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was ordered ag&tn to take the field. At this time?, 
Carroll who had been advanced to a Majority in 
the militia of Tennessee, was at Pittsburgh on 
business* The moment he was made acquainted 
with this news, he started for General Jackson's 
liead-quarters, considering himself attached to tlie 
forces then on the hostile expedition. He reached 
head-quartei*s just as the army was entering, the 
Indian territory, and General Jackson announced 
him the next morning, in a general order, as In- 
spector^general of that army, ordering that he 
should be obeyed accordingly. 

A short time only elapsed before the Tennes- 
seans had an opportunity to test their prowess in 
battle. In the first general engagement whicli 
General Jackson l^rought on with the Indians, 
Colonel Carroll solicited and obtained the com- 
mand of the van, two hundred strong, and was 
ordered to attack the enemy, feign a retreat, and 
thus draw them into open action. His van fouuil 
them sheltered by a morass. They were attacked 
and driven from their strong position. As was 
wished for, this attack drew on a general action, 
and the Indians were totally routed, with the loss 
of three hundred killed. To Carroll, the post of 
honour was that of danger. He rode in front of 
his troops, in the hottest of the action, urgine; 
them on to victory or death. He was frequently 
solicited to retire to a place of greater secnrity, 
for the sake of the troops whom he commanded, 
and he as frequently refused. His signal services 
were particularly recognized by General JacksQU, 
in his official report. 

• Having effected its objects,^ this force wa« dis- 
banded, and a less numerous one, consisting of 
mounted gun-men, and a single company of artil- 
lery penetrated into the heart of the enemy s 
country. This incursion drew on several vcr\ 
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sanguinary conflicts, wherein Colonel Carroll 
partoolc of the greatest dangers and evinced his 
ilauiftless courage and military sliill. 

The 22nd of January, 1814$ was a day which 
formed a conspicuous aera in his military career* 
At clawu of. day, General Jackson's forces were 
atiailed by the savage foe, who fought with des- 
)Hsration and supported the attack for tiear an 
hour. The onset was made against the right wing 
of tlie Americans, a post to which Carroll hasten- 
ed, aftd fought until the enemy were compelRd to 
fly, when he headed the pursuit. 

Jackson^fl forces were honoured on that day 
With two attacks from the savages. The amallness 
of bis numbers, scarcity of iprovisions, and the 
neo^sary details to wait on hia wounded, deter- 
nsioed him to fall back on his strong hpld, at Fort 
Strothcr, upon the Coosee, to await the arrival of 
a large reinforcement which was hastening to bis 
support. Apprehensive of attack in his retro* 
li^rado mov^mentt he having made every necessary 
disposition, committed the command at the rear, 
^hicb was most exposed to the enemy, .to Colonel 
Carroll. The army had scarcely taken up its lipe 
of jaareh, on the morning of the 24tb, and clear- 
ed the fortifications, when the rear of the right 
and left columns, and rear guard were simultane- 
ously attacked by the savages, moMst furiously. 
A panic spread throughout his command, . and 
Carroll was left witb about 30 men to sustain the 
coolKct. These few exhibited Spartan prowess, 
tinril the loss of half their numbers induced their 
brave commander to fall back on a corps of ar- 
tillery which bravely stood its ground with mus- 
ketry. The arrival of a aix-pounder, charged 
wiib grape-shot, soon compelled the savages to 
fly for shelter to the adjacent hills. A reinforce- 
ment from the advance of the retreating army, 
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enabled Colonel Carroll to pursue the Indians a 
considerable distance.. In this conflict, the loss 
clothe savages was very considerable. 

Tehupeau on the river Talapoosee, next witness- 
ed his deeds of bravery. Here in a position im- 
pervious both by nature and art to artillery, the 
Indians posted themselves. Jackson instantly de* 
termined to storm tiieir intrencbments. The Ame- 
ricans rushed forward under a heavy fire and car- 
ried the breastwork ; this was succeeded by an 
immediate discomfiture of the Indians, who lost, 
according to General Jackson's calculation, 800 
in killed, wounded, and prisoners. A small party 
of the fleeing foe, sheltered by some brushwood, 
impenetrable to musketry, continued to Jceep up 
a galling fire. Colonel Carroll requested ami ob- 
tained the command of a small detachoient with 
which he instantly charged the Indians with fixed 
bayonets, and routed them. In this rencounter, 
he received a flesh wound, but did not leave the 
field of contest. The humbled savages sued for 
pesice : ike result was an honourable treaty* 

In the following October, General Jackson re- 
ceived the appointment of Major-general lo the 
regular army of the United States, which vacated 
the command of the second division of Tennessee 
militia. The field officers of that division elected 
Colonel Carroll their Major-general to supply 
the vacancy. A few days after, he received or- 
ders from the Governor of Tennessee to repair 
with 3000 men of his division to New-Orleans, to 
assist in the defence of that important post, which 
was menaced by the British. 

Geoeral Carroll rende2voused his troops at 
Nashville, on the 14th of November, 1814, after 
Whichi they were organized, equipped, and ar- 
rived at Nfew-Orleans, their point of destination, 
in 22 days— a distance of 1300 miles. The enc- 
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my had debarked — Coffee had engaged their ad* 
vanced posts, and General Jackson was busHy 
engaged in fortifying himself in a mtist advail- 
tageous position, a few miles below New-Orleans, 
at Carrol's an^ival. This auxiliary force wa» 
greeted with a most hearty welcome. Jackson 
liad his front supported by a ditch and breast- 
work ; his right by the river Mrssissippi, and his 
left by a deep* swamp. The enemy in full view at 
about a mile distance, had thrown up ample de* 
fences. In the intervening plain, some sanguina^ 
ry copflicts took place before the final discomfi* 
tare of the British. 

On the 28th of December, the British advanced 
some columns with a show of storming the Ameri«- 
can lines. These were met by General Carroll 
with his command, who compelled them to re«- 
tire within their works. In this affair, the loss of 
'the British was very considerable, while that of 
Carroll's was 12 killed and 20 wounded. On the 
1st and 6th of January, 1815, the British made 
similar attempts on the American lines, with like 
ill success. On the morning of the 8th, General 
Packenhara determined to^ put his strength at 
final issue. A Lieutenant-general in rank, the 
brother-in-law of the famous Wellington, with 
veteran troops inured to service on the Hesperian 
peninsula, Packenham was sure of success. In 
fad so certain was the British government of the 
issue of this expedition, that in its equipment, it 
was accompanied^by the entire intended civil de- 
partment of the expected conquered province ; 
but, alas ! the frailty of ill human calculations — 
the fates had otherwise decreed ; and instead 
of spreading desolation and distress with his well 
trained myrmidons, graced with the garlands of 
victorious infamy, the plumed warrior was des- 
tined to bite the dust. The evening preceding 

18* 
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the attack, Packenbam, by a deserter, being made 
aequainted with Carroll't position in tlie centre 
of the American line oF defences, and advised* of 
the certainty of their giving way at the first at* 
tack, determined to make them sustcdn the heavtesl 
of the battle. ,With his best and huaviest column, 
next morning, he advanced agaitist Carroll's divi^ 
sion. Within seventy-five yards of the American 
lines, he boldly displayed his columns, amidst a 
very heavy and incessant fire of artillery fmrn 
the American batteries. The enemy advanced 
with slow and regular step to the attack. Car* 
roll had given positive orders to bis troops to re« 
serve their fire until the near approach of the 
enemy rendered the work of death certain and 
inevitable. The enemy reached the ditch««-Car- 
roll gave the word '^ fire," the enemy, strewing 
the ground with the dead and dying, the living 
ied in confusion. Thrice, their officers rallied 
and led to the charge >vith like success. Although 
the attack was general, the treachery of a deser- 
ter, led the brunt of the attack against the Ten- 
nesseans. A retreat took place*— the proud con- 
querors of Talavera lied before the raw yeoman- 
ry of the American forests and their brethren in 
arms. The "Americans lost about 6 killed and 12 
iisounded, while the loss of the British iu killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, was 2500, a parallel 
scarcely to be found in any period of history. 
Among the killed, was the British Commander-in- 
chief, Sir Edward Packenhamy and Major-gen- 
eral Gibbs: Major-general Keane was severely 
wounded, and a number of field and platoon of* 
ficers ; and only 400 privates out or the 2500, 
were made prisoners. 

General Morgan in this action, having been 
driven from his position by the enemy, on the 
west bank of the Mississippi, General Jacksoi). 
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who commanded personally in chief on the whole 
American lines, erected Generd Carrol to pass 
the river, take command of Morgan^s detachment 
and dislodge the enemy from their recent con- 
quest. In obedience to orders, he passed the 
river and took command — He harangued the late- 
1 j discomfited troops who greeted him with ap« 
pla:use, while he promised to lead them to death 
CM* victory. As they advanced to the attack in 
regular order, the enemy retreated precipitately 
from their new position — he replaced them at^ 
their former posts, repassed the river and resume 
ed the command of his own division. 

The British having been totally defeated be- 
fore New-Orleans, with unparalleled disparity of 
loss, retreated to Iheir shipping, and relinquished 
any farther thoughts of subjugating that section 
of the United States. Peace was soon after pro- 
dsSmed?— General Carroll, according to orders, 
marched his men home and discharged them.rrr 
Oo this march, he measured bis way home with his 
troops on foot, sharing equal fatigue with the 
lowest of his soldiers* To his troops be was kind 
and affectionate, bestowing particular care on the 
dck> and attentive to the health and welfare of 
the whole. On his arrival at home, be was greet- 
ed with unbounded applause by his. fellow citi- 
xiens. In thensLort space of his military career, 
no one marched to the goal of renov^^n with more 
rapid strides tham himself; and no man in his 
sphere appeared more deserving. Ofaform ath- 
'fetic, sanguine, and zealous in his disposition and 
uodertakiiig, he seems capable of surmountiiig 
the greaiest fatigue and hardships. Belovtrti by 
his troops, they parted from him with re^;!(it, 
puMi the calumet of peace now suffers each to re- 
pose M»flcr his own vine and fig-tree, to enjo) do- 
H^tAC repose under \he banjQ^s of freedom* 
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MAJ0R-06NEBAL 

JACOB BROWN. 

The ancestors of General Brown eraigrateJ 
from England with William Penn, in the (irsl set- 
tlement of the colony of Pennsylvania, and for 
successive generations, have been respectable 
members of the society of Friends, improperly 
called Quakers. The General was born in Buck's 
county, Pennsylvania, a few miles below Trenton 
in New-Jersey. He received a plain country 
education, taught a country school in his early 
years, according to report ; and acquired a know- 
ledge of surveying, the practice of which art leJ 
him to emigrate, at the age of 23, to the state of 
New-York, where he became acquainted with an 
agent who had the direction of a large landed 
concern in the vicinity of the waters of Lake On- 
tario. With this man he contracted for a tract of 
several thousand acres of land not far from Sack- 
ett's Harbour, and began its settlement in 1799. 
Here he resided in the laudable pursuits of agri- 
cultural improvement, beloved and respected. In 
1808, he was elected a member of the New- York 
Agricultural and Philoso|)hical Society. His ac- 
ceptance in 1809, of a Colonelcy {f^^e first milita- 
ry o/lice he ever held) in the New-York militia, 
fniiclaimed him no longer a'member of that re- 
igious fraternity to which his family had been for 
ages attached. In consequence of the rage of 
parly spirit, the appointmenis made by the New- 
York Council of Appointment, particularly in 
times of pt/ace, are governed often more by the 
consideration of political influence of the person 
to be coinmi^siruu'd, than by his capacity to dis- 
charge the duties annexed to the statioo they ds- 
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Sign him to fill. ' Condiderations of this nature, 
no doubt, induced Colonel Brown's promotion to 
theraofeof Brigadier^gpneral, in 1811, as he was 
not led to thk important station b}^ gradation or 
singular military services. Practice of tbis kind, 
while thev reflect no dishonour on persons thus 
appointee, deserve the highest censure, because 
while the elevation is not derived from conspicti-' 
ous talents, it tramples on the rights of seniority 
in commission. 

« 

It 18 tbu9 accounted for, that, at the commence*- 
lient of hostilities on the part of the United States 
dgainst Great Britain, an important frontier of 
the state of New- York was found under the rtiili-* 
tarjr command of General Jacob Brown. Of the 
first detachment of New-lTork n^ilitia, called into 
actual service of the United States, one brigades 
wa's' committed to his charge. That the subi^«^ 
quent developement of Getieral Bt^owi^s military 
charactei* cannot be ascribed to the wisdom and 
foresight of (bat body to whom he owed his com*- 
liiissiofi, the preceding observations will amply 
warrant; hence it' is but fair to infer, that h»l 
subseqoent military career is aseribable chiefly t^ , 
his pfowess and talents, perhapi^ not unaided witft 
Executive favour. 

The General's first command embraced the 
whole lii^e of frontier from Oswego to St. R<^j^s, 
a distance of more than three hundred miles.'^ 
Within this Hne was included the important post 
qf Sackett's Harbour, the security of which, be* 
ing essential to the success of ulterior operations, 
constituted the first object of his attention. Hav* 
ing fortified this in the best mannef his time and 
scapty means would allow, he reconnoitered in 
person the shores of the St. Lawrence, and, pt*o* 
vided as far as practicable! for the defence of the 
country. His transportation, a short time after- 



214 BIOGBAPHT OF AMEBICAM 

wards, of a party of four hundred men from S^ck- 
eiV$ Harbour to Ogdensburgb, manifested firm- 
ness of purpose and intrepidity of spirit* The 
roads were impassible for l3aggage and artillery, 
and the enemy was in undisputed posseesic^ ut 
the lake and river. On the subject of a passage 
by water, there existed but one opinion j an at- 
tempt at it was considered as fraught with des- 
truction. The Genera]^ however, having fbeeu 
ordered to proceed, was bent on obedience. He, 
accordingly, embarked with bis troops in the best 
flotilla he could provide for the purpose, and, de- 
termined to fight his way through whatever migki 
oppose him, arrived in safety at his. place of des^ 
tination. 

Willie stationed at Ogdensburgb, he so galled 
and harrassed the ^nerny, in their navigation of the 
3t. J^awrence, that, impatient of further annoy- 
ance, thej fitted out a forinidable expedition for 
his capture or destruction. The number of men 
they despatched on this enterprise was upwards 
of 800, commanded by some of their best ofiicers, 
and provided with every thing deemed necessary 
to epsure success. The American force oppc^sed 
to them was less than 400. Notwithstaading.this 
vast numerical difference, General Brown foj;:^^ 
the enemy to retreat precipitately, ^ith consider- 
able loss in boats and men, not one of his party 
having received even a wound. No ifurther at- 
tempts were made to dislodge him during the con- 
tinuance at that post. 

His term of service having soon afterwards ex- 
pired, the General returned to his family at 
brownville, and resumed his agricultural pursuits. 
In the spring of 1813, General Brown again took 
the field, and once more was intrusted with the 
defence of Sackett's Harbour, then menaced by a 
serious attack from the enemy. 



NILIVAKV AND NAVAL BfinOES. US 

AH tbe regttkif troops, except about four hun- 
dred, who, from their recent arrival on the spot, 
were but little better than fresh recruits, had been 
removed from the harbour to co*^op<erate in the 
meditated redaction of Fort George. Th^ furni* 
ture of the cannon having been carried .;Off to 
complete tbe outfit for the same service, the bat- 
teries were nearly in a dismantled state. Nor 
eould any efficient aid be derived from the co- 
operation of tbe fleet, in as much as, that, with 
the exception of two small schooners, all was etn- 
ployed in the expedition up the lake. In fact, 
con^dering its exposed situation, and the vital 
importance of the post, Sackett's Harbour had 
been, to the astonishment of all military meui 
left in a most unprotected and perilous condition. 
To aid in its defence. General Brown embodied, 
with all practicable promptitude, a few hundred 
militia from tbe adjacent district, who had scarce- 
ly arrived when the enemy made his appearance. 
The General's situation was critical in itself, and 
to tbe heart of a soldier trying in the extreme. 
It was his duty to meet tbe fire, perhaps the bay- 
onets of veterans, with a handful of raw, undis- 
ciplined troops, many of them but a few days 
from the bosom of their families, their domestic 
reelings still awake^and their habits of civil life 
perfectly unbroken^ none of whom having ever 
before Uiced an enemy in the field. But his own 
activity, valour and skill, aided by tbe determin- 
ed bravery of Lieutenant-colonel Backus, of the 
regular army, supplied all deficiencies. Arrange- 
OK^ntft were made to receive the enemy with a 
warm and galling fire at his place of landinff^ 
and to contest the ground with him in his ad** 
vance towards the fort. 

The regiment of United States' troops were 
otatipned iu the rear, while Genera) Brown, at 
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tbe head of his new levies, occupied in person thf 
first post of danger. On tbe second fire the mili- 
tia broke and fled in disorder, but were ralliec! 
again by tbe exertions of their commander. — 
During the remainder of the convict, which was 
warm, and continued some time with varying suc- 
cess, the presence of the General was every where 
felt; applauding the brave, encouraging, the timid, 
and rallying the flying, till his efibrts were ulti- 
mately crowned with victory. In consequence of 
the firm front presented by the regulars, and the 
judicious disposition of a body of militia threaten- 
ing his rear, the enemy without accomplishing his 
object, was compelled to relinqnish tbe contest, 
and retreat in great haste, and in jsome disorder, 
to his place of embarkation. 

General Brown, returning onc€ more to private 
life, was ofiered the command of a re^ment in the 
regular array. This ofier, be unhesitatingly de- 
clined. Tbe acceptance of it would have placed 
him below officers whom he might then command, 
and, as the regiment was yet to be raised, a con- 
s^iderable time must have elapsed before be could 
possibly have taken the field. In plain terms, he 
felt himself entitled to a higher rank. Nor was 
it long till the government appointed him"" a Bng- 
adier-generad in the army of the United States. 

The first service in which General Brown was 
engaged under his new appointment, was the su- 
perin tendance and direction of tbe arrangements 
for transporting from Sackett's Harbour, down 
tbe St. Lawrence, the army commanded by Gen- 
eral Wilkinson, in the autumn of the year 1813, in 
tbe abortive expedition for the reduction of Mon- 
treal. For the completion of these arrangements 
from the time of their commencment, only three 
weeks were allowed. 

In the expedition down the St. Lawrence, and 
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during the course of the winter that succeedec!, the 
duties and 'services in which General Brown was 
engaged were of the utmost importance to the 
operations and well-bei^g of t&e army, and in all 
of them he acquitted himself with distinguished 
reputation. 

. in the winter of 1813— 14, tlie enemy having 
gained posseisrsion of Fort Niagara, and being.in 
considerable force on the opposite shore, a deter* 
mination was formed to remove once more tb^ 
seat of war to that frontier. Perceiving that the 
conflict would be arduous and sanguinary, and 
that the roaster spirits of the army alone could 
encounter it, w4th any reasonable prospect of suc- 
^.eUf the Executive appointed General Brown to 
lead the expedition.* 

• General Armstrong was Secretary of War—pos- 
sessed of the science and the spirit of the modern art 
of war, his mind was occupied more in the applica- 
tion of the enlarged plan of a system Inhere large 
armies move than on the particular modes adapted to 
small armies and regions »o extensive and unsettled : 
he possessed the ambition of great enterprise, but his 
mind appeared to confound the most opposite circum- 
stances, atid to suppose that the slime principles 
would apply to every place and every kind of char- 
acter ; the want of judgment which may be traced 
perhaps to an undervaluation of men in general, was 
most conspicuous in his unfortunate choice of men 
unfit to execute his designs, or his rejection of those 
who are most fit, or his desire to execute every thing 
himself. 

The greatest disasters arose out of these unfortu- 
nate circumstances. He had meditated a bold and 
important design— it was to attack Kingston, in Can- 
ada; but his mode of operation was civruiiouf--.his 
means disproportionate— he was wl»olly unprovided 
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' The precediDg campaign beine darkened by 
disasters, General Brown and bis officers were 
Ailly sensible of the deep stake which both tbeni^ 
selves and their country held on the issue of the 
present. 

The movements of the army were conducted 
'with celerity, silence, and vigour. General Brown 
had advanced ou his march almost to Buffalo, 
before it was generally known that he bad left his 
encampment at Sackett's Harbour. 

The first achievement of General BrowQ, on 
entering the enemy's territory, was the reduction 
of Fort Erie, the garrison of which surrendered 
with but little resistance. He then declared mar- 
tial law, and made known his views in a procla- 
mation. 

••••••••••••••*■•••••••••.••*•.«.••<••••■••.••.•••..•*<(••••(•••.••.•••*.••.•....•••••** 

with means of subsistence to support a successful 
enterprise— and unfortunate in the choice of a chief 
to conduct it. Perhaps history offers no example of 
a series of blunders so preposterous ^d ludicrous, 
and yet so unfortunate as to their issue and the blood- 
shed which followed without any other effect. 

With a view to the attack on Kingston, he deter- 
mined that the officer who was to command should 
not be himself apprised of the service until at the 
moment when he was ordered to execute it* For this 
purpose, he issued an order to Brigadier- general 
Jacob Brown, then commanding at Sackett's Har« 
hour, for an attack on Kingston with the force under 
his command, and, contemporaneously! a large body 
ef New- York militia were ordered to join him ; to 
act as a reinforcement and to occupy the positions 
evacuated by the army carried into Canada. 

Enclosed in this letter officially addressed to the 
General, there was another ; this letter was in the 
hand-writing of the war-minister, and in terms order- 
ed the General with all his force, excepting only a 
fimall guard, to move upon Niagara by forced mar- 
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No soonet*b8id the General made the necessary 
arrangements in relation to the occupancy and 
aecority of Fort Erie, than be marched to attack 
the enemy, who lay intrenched in bis. ivorks al 
Chippewa. 

On the morning of the 4th July, General Scott* 
with his brigade, and a corps of artillery, ad-« 
vanced. After some skirmishing with the enemy^ 
he selected a judicious position for the night ; bis 
right resting on the river, and a ravine in front ^ 
at eleven at ntebt, General Brown joined him with 
the reserve under General Ripley, and a corps of 
artillery under Major Hindman-^a field and bat« 

ches ; that the voice of the country exclaimed a- 
gainst its possession by the enemy } and directed U 
to be taken at all baaards* He was advited that whjsn 
be abouid reach the valley of Onondaga, about mid-' 
way between Sackctt'a Harbour and Niagara, that he 
would here be joined by Colonel Gaines and a nu- 
merous additional force^ and artillerv and storeo. ^ 
. The General on perusing the order to go agahist 
Kingston and the enclosure directing bis march up« 
00 Niagara) appears to have overlooked the use that 
was hinted, rather than ordered to be made use o£ 
The inclosure was in fact intended to be used as a 
deception on tlie enemy, and General Brown waa 
expected to contrive tome means by which this 
letter should be intercepted by the enemy ; who 
would thereby be induced to withdraw their forces 
from Kingston to reinforce Niagara and Fort George ; 
and thus prepare the way for the success of the mas« 
ked design upon Kingston. Instead of obeying the 
orders which were regularly issued from the War de« 
partment, General Brown not conceiving the drift 
of the letter of General Armstrongf which was to 
have fallen intentionally into the hands of the enemy, 
determined to act upon it, regardless of the other* 
He consequently marched his troops to attack Nia* 
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tering train were also brought up ; General Por- 
ter arrived in the morning, with a part of the 
New-York and Pennsylvania volunteers, and some 
q{ the warriors of the Six Nations. 

Early in the morning of the Sth, the enemy 
attacked the pickets; by noon he showed himself 
on the left of the army, and attacked one of the 
pickets, as it was returning to camp. Captain 
Treaty who commanded the picket, retired, leav- 
ing a wounded man on the ground. Captain Bid- 
die, of the artillery, promtly assumed the com- 
mand of this picket, led it back to the wounded 
man, and brought him off the field. 

gara and Fort George. When he reached Ononitaga 
Hollow he found no troops there as the letter had 
promised. He was surprised and knew not what to 
do. Meeting, however, with Colonel Gaines shortly 
after, by mere accident, he informed Gaines of his 
situation and disappointment. General Brown ex- 
hibited his orders and letter to Gaines who Immedi- 
ately perceiving the intentions of Armstrong, inform- 
ed liim that he ought to have acted upon his orders 
to have contrived to have let the letter fall into the 
hands of the enemy. Upon this a despatch was sent 
on immediately to General Armstrong apprising him 
of the blunder. 

The minister of war, to save the character of a/a- 
vourite officer of the Cabinet, directed an immediate 
change of operations instead of what he had intended, 
and ordered that the pretended atUck on Niagara 
and Fort George, instead of serving only as a rutse* 
dc'guerre^ should become the basis of military opera- 
tions for that campaign. To this blunder of a Gen* 
«ral and the complacency of a War-minister to screen 
his favourite, is ascribed the useles devastation and 
carnage which took place on the Niagara frontier, 
during that summer and autumn ; an event which will 
long be remembered by the inhabitants of its vicinity* 
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' General Browo very improperly oi^dered Cap- 
tain Treat to retire from the armyr and. ordered 
that his namei and that of another (officer, should 
be struck from the roll of the army. 

Captain Treat demanded a Court of Inquiry ; 
it was not granted ; but a Court-Marlial was or« 
dered at Fort Erie, The left division of the army 
marched to Sackett's Harbour soon after, and the 
Court was dissolved. 

Captain Treat immediately proceeded to Sack* 
ett's Harbour, by permission from Major-general 
Izard, and requested another Court-Martial. Ma- 
jor-general Brown, on the 5th of April, 1815, 
after the repeated solicitations of Captain Treat, 
issued ao order, organizing a Court, consisting of 
Colonel M'Feely, President ; Lieutenant-colonel 
Smith, Major Croker, Major Boyle, Major MuN 
kny, Major Chane, Captain White, members; 
Captain Seymour, supernumerary; Lieutenant 
Anderson, 1 3th regiment, Judge Advocate. . 

The court met, and proceeded on the trial the 
^th April, 1815, at Sackett'a Harbour. They 
closed the investigation ott the 8th of May, when 
Captain Treat was honourably acquitted. ^ 

The sentence of the Court was approved by 
Major-general Brown, and promulgated oo the 
28tb of June, at Sackett's Harbour. 

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon (xeneral Portet 
advanced with the volaoteers and Indians, in or- 
der to Uidttce the enemy to* come forth. General 
Porter's command met the light parties of the 
enemy in the woods. The enemy was driven^ 
and rorter pursued until near Chippewa, whete 
he met tbeir whole eolumir, in order of battle* 
Tbe heavy firing induced a belief that the entire 
force ef tbe enemy was in motion, and prepared 
for action. General $colt was ordered to adi 
Vance with his brigade, and Towson's artillery* 
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from a number of men, principally volunteers and 
militia, inferior to the vanquished enemy, in eve* 
ry thing but courage ; and the gallant iUrovvn, a 
woodsman, '' a soldier of yesterday," put at de- 
fiance the military tatctics of the experienced Ma- 
jor-genertfl Riall. 

. On the 25th of July, General Brown's army 
was encamped above Chippewa, near the battle 
ground of the 5th. The brigade under General 
Scott moved past Chippewa, and halted at Bridge- 
water, in view of Niagara falls. At half past 4, p. 
M. the battle was commenced by the enemy. The 
enemy, being numerically superior to the Amer- 
icans^ he was able to extend his line so as to at<* 
tempt to ftaok. In order %q counteract the appa- 
rent view 0f General Riall, he viQsfougjkt in rfc- 
tachments — he toas charged in column. The ground 
was obstinately contested until 9 o'clock in the 
evening, when General Brown decided to storm a 
battery, which the enemy had on a commanding 
emtnence. Colonel Miller commanded on this 
enterprise, which was so resolutely entered on> 
that the enemy, unable to withstand the charge, 
retired to the bottom of the hill, and abandoned 
his cannon. The enemy now gave way, and was 
pnrsued seme distance. The American army then 
betook itself to the securing of prisoners, and 
bringing off the wounded. 

while the army was thus employed. General 
Dmmmond arrived with a reinforcement to the 
enemy, when he, unexpectedly to the Americans, 
renewed the battle, with a view to recover his can- 
non. The army, having quickly formed, resisted 
the attack with courage ; and, after a close en^ 
gagemept, the enemy was repulsed, as he was in 
two other similar attempts. The American army 
hwring effected the removal, of nearly all the 
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Menaced in front by a powerful enemy, and 
having a river of difficult passage in tiieir rear, 
tbe troops in Fort Erie began to be considered 
in a very perilous situation ; but while General 
Drumniond was engaged in formidable arrange* 
ments intended for the destruction of the Ameri- 
can forces, General Brown was still more actively 
employed in devising means for their safety and> 
glory. 

By the middle of September, tlie enemy had: 
nearly completed a line of batteries to command 
tbe fort, which, when in full operation, would 
have rendered tbe position of the Americans at 
least unsafe, if not untenable. On the 17th of 
September, the day before tbe fire from the batte*^ 
ries was to commence, General Brown made a 
sortie, not in the form of a " night attack," of 
which a distinguished British officer had so bittei** 
]y complained, but in tbe face of day, drove the 
enemy from his strong hold with the loss of more 
than eight hundred men, spiked his cannon, and. 
destroyed his works. 

Shortly after the destruction of his works. 
General Drummond retreated from before Fort 
Erie, and fell back on Fort George, leaving the 
American army in security and repose. The 
conflict in that quarter being now apparently at 
an end, General Brown was transferred from the 
Niagara frontier to the command of Sackett's 
Harbonr. 

After the war was ended, and the army redu* 
ced to a peace establishment. General Brown was 
retained in service, and was intrusted with the 
command of the Northern Military District. 

In some of the movements of his army on the 
Canada frontier, General Brown has been accu- 
sed of betraying an ignorance of military afiairs, 
ill-suited to his station, and an obstinacy of dispo- 
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MAJOR-GENERAL 

ANDREW JA.CKSOX. 

This gentleman is of Irish ancestry. His 
grandfather partook of the fatigues and dangers 
of the army of King William, at the siege of Car- 
rickferguSy an eventful period in English and Irish 
history. His youngest son Andrew, with his wife 
and their two sons emigrated to South Carolina, 
in the year 1765, and purchased a farm forty-five 
miles from Cambden, in the then Waxaw settle- 
ment, where Major-general Andrew Jackson was 
born on the lith of March, 1767. In early infan- 
cy he lost his father, in consequence of which his 
elder brothers received merely a common school 
education, because of the small patrimony : the 
youngest, Andrew, was placed at an academy at 
the Waxsaw meeting-house, under the care of a 
iMr. Humphries, where he received the rudiments 
of a liberal education, his mother designing him 
for the ministerial office. The revolution which 
ended in the emancipation of his country from 
British thraldom having begun, his studies were 
interrupted by the ravages of a ruthless enemy, 
who made an incursion into that quarter of his 
native state. Consequently, with his brother Ro- 
bert, by his mother's permission, he joined the 
American army at fourteen years of age. His el*- 
dest brother had previously pursued the same 
course, and died of heat and fatigue at the battle 
of Stono. 

The superioritv of the British, in numbers and 
discipline, caused the Americans to retire into 
North Carolina, from which they returned to 
South Carolina in small parties, after they had 
learned of the crossing the Yadkin by the British, 
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was 80 well pleased with the place, that be deter^^ 
tnined to make Nashville bis future residence. 
Here the road to prefermeut was open and plain, 
and his industry and application to musiness, soon 
paved the way for his lulnre elevation. He was 
several years attorney for the district wherein be 
resided. The frontiers of Tennessee were much 
indebted to bis energy and patriotism for defence 
against the remorseless depredations of the sava* 
ges. When that section of the U«iited States, 
was about to be admitted a separate member of 
the federative body, in 1796, he was chosen a 
member of the Convention for the formation af 
the State Constitution. The same ^ear be was 
elected one of the Representatives ia Congress 
from Tennessee, and in the foHowin;^ year, the 
Legislature of that state appointed him one of 
their Senators to the Senate ot the United States. 
This situation he resigned in 1799. He succeed- 
ed Major-general Conway in the command of 
the militia of that state which formed but one di<- 
vision. He retfl^ined bis commission of Major- 
general of militia^ until May, 1814, when he was 
appointed to the same rank in the arm^ of the 
United States. Immediately aAer he resigned hi« 
seat in the Senate of the IJnited States, he was 
appointed to a seat on the bench of the Supreme 
Court of the state of Tennessee. This he like- 
\vise held but a short time, and retired to ah ele- 
gant farm about ten miles from Nashville, oa 
Cumberland river. 

The clouds which hovered over the political 
borizoii of America, for some years, at last burst 
furiously into a tornado, and war was declared 
by the American government, against Great Bri- 
tain on the 18th of June, 1812, in order to avenge 
itself of the .manifold injuries heaped upon its 
<jti«en9 from a spirit of commercial jealousy by 
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the British crown, during its long, and ur^tfstifia' 
Me contest with France. His military talents un- 
folded themselves in the various occasions be had 
to inflict chaiitisement on the tawney sons of tbe 
forest, for disturbing the repose of the frontier 
settlements. 

Congress having passed two laws in the year 
1812, authorising the President of the United 
States, to accept the services of fifty thoosand 
volunteers. General Jackson addressed the militia 
of his division on the subject, and twenty-five 
hundred with himself at their bead, tendered their 
services to their country* 

This being accepted in November the same 
year, he was directed to descend the Mississippi 
with this force, for the defence of the lower coun- 
try which appeared to be menaced. 

The troops accordingly rendezvoused at Nash- 
ville on the lOlh of December, ready to proceed 
to the object of destination. The Weather was 
at that time severe and the ground <^overed with 
snow. However they began to descend the Ohio 
on the 7th of January, and having reached tbe 
Mississippi, they descended to Natchez, where his 
orders directed him to halt and wait for further 
instructions. He encamped his troops on a heal- 
thy spot, two miles from Washington, Mississippi 
territory. Here he received an order from the 
War Department, dated January 5th, directing 
him to dismiss them in consequence of the cause 
ceasing which called forth their services in that 

Quarter, and directing him to deliver over to 
feneral Wilkinson, the United States' command- 
ing ofiicerin that section, all the public property 
in bis possession. At this time he bad one hun- 
dred and fifty men on his sick list, fifty-six of 
whom were confined to their beds. This, with the 
low state in which many were in, with regard to 
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thdir fiMnceSt and tha promise be had made their 
relatioDB to act the father to' them, determined him 
nol to obey so in;^politic and so unjust an order, 
as that which had emanated from the Secretary 
at War, the author of " the Newburgh Letters," 
so famed as the stickkr for '^ soldier's rights,^' of 
wbicb determination he made the War department 
dijly acquainted. 

▲d attempt was niade at this time to enlist mea 
from his corps for the regular army, which he to* 
tally prohibited, determining to carry with him 
Bocb of the United Stales' property as was neces- 
sary for the return of his forces to .their original 
place of rendezvous prior to their discharge. 

His resolve to disobey his instruotions from the 
War Etepartment respecting the discharge of his 
men at that distance from their homea, he com- 
miuricated to his field officers whom he had con- 
voked for the purpose ; and notwithstanding 
their assent, three of his Colonels, Martin, All- 
corn and Bradley, with some platoon officers, 
veiled with the mantle of night, retired into con- 
davoi the result of whose deliberations was, a re- 
commendation to him of an immediate discharge 
of bis troops in compliance with his orders. This 
duplictly of conduct he treated with the indigna* 
tioD he conceived it merited. 

When once taken, his resolution was as unal- 
terable as the laws of the Medes and Persians. 
Notwithstanding the remonstrative letter of Gen- 
eral Wilkinson, General Jackson ordered the 
Qiiarter^master to furnish the means necessary 
to convey the sick and baggage of his army bacK 
to Tennessee. Seeming to comply, the Quarter- 
masier procured eleven waggons, but on the day 
allotted for the troops to commence their return 
march, he came forward and discharged them 
all| in order to defeat the General's intention, by 
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whicb it was jadged the regular army migbt pre* 
cure a multitude of recruits. Genera] JacksoD> 
however, seized upon the waggons ere they Uti 
his encampment^ and thus frustrated a design the 
Quarter«master had hi view ;. of .which disappoint- 
xnenl « the latter informed General WiUunson b}^ 
•xpress. 

He arrived with his troops at Nashville, iu 
May following, when he disbanded them accord- 
ing to order, with the exception of place, and ad- 
vised the President of the United States, of the 
coarse he had pursued and his reasons therefor. 
Oh the march be deprived himself of the com- 
forts allotted his rank for the benefit of the sick. 

Their repose was but of short duratipn* The 
Creek Indians between the ChatahoochiM and 
Tombigbee rivers began to manifest strong symp- 
toms of a hostile conduct towards their white 
neighbours in the United States, and thft was by 
no means allayed by the conduct of the Northern 
tribes, who at the instigation of Great Britain, 
were preparing to " let slip the dogs of war" on 
the frontier settlements of the United States. 
' At this time there appeared among the Sbawa- 
nees an impostor calling himself " the Prophet," 
who, at the instigation of British agents, ui^cd 
the various tribes to lift the tomahawk, and no lou* 
ger smoke the calumet of peace. The brother 
of this villain, named Tecumsekj was sent to the 
Southern Indians to excite a like hostile temper. 
To effect these objects every artifice which du- 
plicity and cunning could suggest was resorted 
io, and the success of these machiuatioos was 
evidenced in the manifold cruelties exercised on 
those whom chance or the fortune of war threw 
into their way. On the decrepitude of eld age 
or the imbecility of infancy, alike did the savages 
display their hellish refinements in torture and 
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death. At first these intrigues were veiled la 
secresy ; and the garb of deceit «^as first tbrowq 
aside at Fort Mimms on the 30th of August, when 
the savages having provided themselves withannS' 
and ammunition from the Spaniards at Pensaco* 
la, slaughtered in the most cruel and ferocious 
manner nearly three hundred men, women and 
children, who bad fled thither for safety, seventeen 
only escaping to bear, the doleful tale to the Uni- 
ted States, - 

The news of the massucre at Fort Mimms elec* 
trifiied, as it were, the whole state of Tennessee 
to avenge their murdered brethren* The Legisla- 
ture of that State enacted a law authorising the 
State Executive to call into actual servipe 3500 
militia for the purpose of carrying devastation and 
the sword into the heart of the Creek- country, 
and appropriated $300,000 for their equipment 
and support. The Creeks were divided into two 
parties ; the war party prevailed, and the other had 
to look to the United States for protection. The 
war party had gathered a formidable body, and 
were directing their course towards the frontiers 
of Tennessee, when the Governor of that State 
issued his ordeir to General Jackson to call out 
immediately 2000 militia, to riendezvous at Fay* 
etteviUe. Jacksom, at this time, was confined ia 
consequence of a fractured arm received in a duel 
a short time before. 

Notwithstanding this, he with alacrity obeyed 
the call. He ordered Colonel Coffee with his ca- 
valry, 500 strong, and mounted riflemen, to pro- 
ceed with all speed to Huntsville, in order to cover 
the frontier until the infantry could come up. 
A part of this latter force was Qompo^^ ^ \^^ 
volunteers who bad descended the Mississippi with 
Jackson the preceding season. The 4th of Octo- 
ber waa the time appointed for their assemblage. . 

20* 
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The General had not sufficiently recovered from 
his wound when the day for assemblage arrived. 
He congequently addressed them on the subject 
of the catnpaigti through the medium of hia aid, 
M^or Reid. 

His first care was the establisbmeat of strict and 
wholesome regulations in camp, which he cauaed 
to be rigidly observed. 

Tbe greatest obstacles he encountered in tbi» 
campaign proceeded from the Contractor's de* 
I partment, the direction <rf which he was obfiged 
to change more than once. 

The Iriendly Creeks acted in nnrson and serv^ 
ed as spies in conveying information regarding the 
situation of tbe war party. The Ten Islands 
seemed to be their place of rendezvous, and to 
th*»s place was the march of the army directed. 
They had r^ehed almost to the Coosa river, and 
as yet, the East Tennessee troops had not forihed 
a junctioa. On the marc^h, the 28th October, 29 
prisoners of both sexes and all ages were brought 
into camp, from 4^iq/ttcAee, (a town on tbe head 
of Cance Creek, which empties into the Coosa,) 
by a detachment of 200 cavalry, under Colonel 
Dyer, despatched for the purpose. Failures of 
contracts conthiued to obstruct the march <^the 
army. 

' J a tbe begiuTiing of November, Genend Jack* 
son learned from some prisoners and negroes 
brought in, that the eneiny were posted in force 
at Tallushatchee, distant about 13 miles on the 
south banks of the Coosa. General Coffee with 
a body of 900 men was sent to dislodge them. 
This service he completely effected, having killed 
166,- and taken 84 women and children priaoaers, 
with the loss of five killed and forty-one wounded. 
His dead being buried, and his wounded taken 
care of, be joined the main army the same evening. 
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Ckneral Jaekton took the necessary steps tm 
create a depot at the Ten Islands, on tlie North 
tide of the Coosa, supported bj strong picket- 
ing^ and a chain of block-houses. He then de- 
signed to descend the Coosa ta its confluence with 
the Tallapoosa, near which be was iaformed the 
savages were in force. The army exerted their 
strength in hastening the execution of the Gene^ 
ral^ design, and the works were dignified with the 
Dane of ^ Tort Strotben" On the 7th of DeCem- 
ber^ in the evening, he wks advised of a hostile 
force collected about thirty miles' below, wha me** 
ditatad an attack on Talladega, in which the 
frieodly Indians were shut up, momently expect* 
ing an assaalt* 

Notwithstanding the disappointment he experi* 

enaed from the jealous conduct of General Cocke. 

who was of equal grade with himself. General 

ladcaan moved his iorce judiciously to attack thf 

enemy,* in their then position, before they at* 

feasted an assault upon the friendly Creeks, or 

by a drcnitous movement, could steal upon his 

enoampment at Fort Strother. Arrived in the 

vidnky of Talladega, every disposition of forca 

WW made to insure victory. The attack began* 

The savage foe was routed, and victory was com* 

plele. The force of the enemy was 1080, of whom 

ttB were left dead on the field of battle~many 

anere killed in the dij^t, and few escaped unhurt. 

There were not less dfthem than 600 put h$r9 it 

tomUmij while the Americans lost only 15 killed 

and 80 bounded, several of whom died after^ 

wastis. 

To detail the diff cultiea General Jackson had to 
a a B OMu Se i - in providing sustenance for his troops^ 
in qneUIng' mutinies, resulting from deprivations^ 
and in surmounting difficulties, springing from the 

jaalaoiiei of Hval oiBaers, ifonid too Us aaceed 
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flith«d from the mutinous disposition of his other- 
wise brave and patriotic troops, who returned 
iiome, he, on the 2d of January following re« 
ccived an accession of 850 new troops, officered 
by men of their own choice. The difficulties re- 
•peeting the command of these by General Coffee 
«M6r Jackson being a^^usted, the army, less thaa 
900 strong, began its march from Fort Strother, 
for Talladega, where were collected about 200 
friendly Cherokee and Creek Indians. Thes# 
afforded an aggregate army of about 1000 men', 
baAy armed and as badly equipped, with which, 
Jackson was to invade the hostile Creek territory, 
that be miffbt create a dtvertioa in favour of Gen* 
eral Floyd, who was ndvancing with the forces 
from Georgia* It was thought about this times 
that the information waa correct, that the wtr^ 
riors from fourteen towns, near Tallapooeee, were 
to unite their strength and attack Fort Armstrong* 
Arriving at Talkui^ga, General Jackson received 
advice from the Commander of Fort Armstrong, 
that that post waa meaaoed. 

Falliagon some trails o» the 21st of Januarfi 
Gneral Jackson discovered by his spies, that the 
enemy was not tliree milee distant. At the dawn 
of the 22d, the savages commenced a furious at^ 
lack on the American left, under Colonel Higgins, 
which bore the brunt of the action. In kalT an 
hour the Indians. were routed and chaaed two 
miles from the field of battle. The defeat was 
eomplete. The loss of the Americans was only 
five killed and twenty wounded. This was fought 
at an Indian town called Emuckfaw. Having re- 
turned from the pursuit of the routed enemy, Ge- 
neral Jackson despatched General Coffee with 400 
men to destroy the Indian encampment, if not too 
strong. Having reconnoitred its position, he ju« 
dieiously returned to the main body.without mak* 
ing an attack. 
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la less than an hour after his return to camp^ 
the savages commenced an attack, by way of 
fehity on Jackson's right, which gave Geo^ral 
Coffee the chance of fighting them in equal com** 
bat. The conflict lasted . about one hour, with 
nearly the same loss, -when, by means of a rein* 
forcement from General Jackson, the Indians 
were defeated. General Coffee was severely 
wounded, but continued to fight while the battte 
lasted : In the mean time Jackson's whole force 
was attacked, which, terminated in the overthrow 
of the savages. This was called the second bat* 
tie of the Emuckfaw. 

Jackson prepared litters for his wounded and 
commenced his return to the Ten Islands, taking 
^very .precaution to prevent the savages from at* 
lacking by surprise. The next day» (January 23^) 
however, as he was crossing a Creek at a placft 
called Enotichopco, the savages began another 
battle, and the confusion that ensued by giving^ 
way of part of the American force, had nearly 
proved fatal to them. The ravages were, howe* 
ver, by the resolute bravery of a part of the Ame* 
ricans, totally defeated. The whole Amerieaa 
loss in tKe several conflicts fought during these 
two days, waa 20 killed and 75 wounded^ The 
loss of the Indians was nuMre than 2Q0 who< never 
returned from baUlet. 

General Jackson, having transported bis camp 
equipage and provisions down the Coosa river, 
directed his volunteers and company of artiUerJr 
to be marched home and honourably dismissed^ 

On the 3d of February, the Governor of Ten- 
nessee (Blount) issued his order for a detachment 
of 2500 miltia of the second division to rendea^ 
vous on the 2Sth of the same month, for three 
months' service, in conformity to a law of Con- 
gress. General Cocke, brought, by requisitiout 
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^rom West-Tennessee, badly arm- 

me time pursued a highly dis- 

^aceful line of conduct^ ta 

he campaign. 'Jealous of 

the fiend that meanly 



.d at camp with 600 
general Johnson with his 
. the 14th of February. Gene- 
jm East* Tennessee, had arrived, 
"^ «j found himself at the head of a raw 

disciplined army of 5000 men. To repress 
.|itrit of mutinity, which exhibited itself in times 
of scarcity and inactivity, an example was be- 
come necessary. A private of the name of John 
Wood had manifested a mutinous disposition, was 
taken into custody. Court-martial called, and 
sentenced to be shot. This was rigidly executed, 
and it produced the happiest consequences. 

The infamous conduct of General Cocke, in 
' endeavouring to produce the disaffection of Gene- 
ral Doherty's brigade, in order to defeat the ob- 
ject of the campaign, induced General Jackson to 
issue orders to Doherty, to seize and send to Fort 
Strotber, every officer, regardless of rank, who 
should be guilty of exciting mutiny in camp. 

Apprehensive of consequences, Cocke timely 
retired, and escaped punishment. 

Colonel Dyer was, about this time, despatched 
ivMi 600 men to the head of Black Warrior, to 
disperse any Indians that might be in force in that 
<|uarter, and otherwise cut off their supplies of the 
army. After eight days march along the banks 
^f the Cohowba, the detatchment returned to camp. 
They bad fallen in with a trail, bat discovered 
Ao enemy. 

Having dismissed all invalids and troops badly 
^^quippea, General Jackson commenced his march 
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for Fort Strother, on the I4th of Marcb and a/- 
-rived on the 31st at the mouth of Cedar Creek 
en the site of Fort Williams. Here he left Bricra- 
dier-general Johnson, with an adequate force for 
•the protection of the fort, and eight days provi* 
sion ; and began his marth on the 24th, for the 
Tallapoosa, by way of Emiickfaw, in order to 
dislodge the Indian encampment, near fhe Oak- 
fusky villages, which had been surveyed and iefc 
unattached by General Coffee on the 22d of Janu- 
ary last, on account of its strong position. On 
the 27th, after fifty-'two miles march, he arrived at 
^he village of Tohopeka* Here the Indians were 
strongly posted at the Horse-shoe, and it was ne- 
cessary to dislodge them. The dislodgement was 
effected with great skill and bravery. This bat- 
tle was the death blow to the hopes of the savage 
war-party. So bloody was the conflict, that on* 
1y four savages surrendered prisoners, with SOO 
women and children. Some few escaped, but they 
generally met death with a bravery becoming a ' 
<better cause. Jackson's loss was, including the 
friendly Indians, 55 Jiilled and 146 wounded. 
Having accomplished the object of his march, 
he returned with his troojps unmolested, to Fort 
Williams. He *paraded'fais army on the 2d of 
April, and delivered then a most pertinent address 
on the destruction of the Tallapoosee confede- 
.Tacy. 

JLearning that the savages had collected in force 
at 'Hoithlewalee, not far from a place called the 
Hickory Ground, he left his sick and wounded at 
tthe fort under command of Brigadier-general 
Johnson, and began his march with all his dispo- 
>sable troops on the 7th of April, to attack the ene- 
my at Hoithlewalee, and to effect a Junction with 
the North Carolina troops under General Gra- 
ham, and the Georgia troops under Colonel Mil* 
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ton, who were ad\'anciAg on ike south of the Tal*- 
lapoosa. Owing to the rains, which occasioned 
a swell in the creeks, he did not reach the place 
of attack until the enemy, being apprised of his 
approach, had fled, leaving him nothing but an 
empty village, which a part of his arniy who had 
passed the. creek,, destroyed* This was on the 
i3th| and on the next day he formed a junction 
with the Georgia troaps. ' 

About this time, the head warriors of the tribes 
settled on the Hickory Ground, and sued for 
peace. The General required as a proof of their 
siacerity, they should remove and settle in tha 
rear of the army and to the north of Fort Wil- 
liams. In the mean time, detachments were sent 
out to scour the country in various direction's. He 
then proceeded with the army to the site near ib^ 
mouth of the Coosa, where Fort Jackson was 
to be built. Weathersford, the principal of actors 
in the massacre at Fort Mimms, presented himself 
voluntary before General Jackson, as a supplicant 
for peace, and behaved with the dignity oi a fallen 
hero, which would grace the character of a man 
in the most civilised ages of any nation or country* 
Determined not to he outdone in magnanimity, 
Jackson suffered him 4o depart, leavmg it op- 
tlonal with himself to make good his professions 
for peace, or collect the scattered remnant of bis 
nation to prosecute the war. He at the same 
time informed him that, should he prefer the latter, 
if taken in arms, his life should pay the forfeit of 
bis crimes. 

General Pinckney arrived on the 20th of April, 
and took upon himself the commands 

Having accomplished the object of tlie cam- 
paign by the total destruction of the confederacy 
andre- establishment of peace, General Pinckney 
directed the return of the West Tennessee troops 
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to their homes, Md caused seven bondred and 
twenty-five men from General Doherty's bngade 
from East Tennessee, whose time of ^rvice haa 
not nearly expired, to be detailed for gamsomog 
the line of forts. J'our hundred men had been 
left to g&rrison Fort Williams. The country bad 
been scoured for fugitive savages— Jackson pro- 
ceeded with the remainder of his troops on his 
march home, crossed Tennessee river, reached 
camp Blount near Fayetteville, and discharged 
bis troops from further service. 

The dispersed war party had taken refa» 
within the Floridas, particularly at Pensacoh- 
In consequence of the resignation of Genera 
Hampton, General Jackson received a commission 
from i^\e War Department, dated 22d May, con- 
stituting him a Brigadier-general and Major- 
general *y brevet in the regular army of the Uni- 
ted Stales. General Harrison shortly after re- 
signed, and he was appointed a Major-genewl, 
to supply the vacancy. He was directed by his 
government to open a treaty with the Indians, for 
which purpose he arrived at the Alabama with 
a small retinue, on the 10th of July, and on the 
10th of Augustj effected the execution of a treaty 
higlily satisfactory to the United States- 

In consequence of a deviation from the strict 
laws of neutrality by the Spanish Governor of 
West- Florid a, in the aid and succour he afforded 
the hostile Indians, General Jackson turned his 
attention towards Pensacola. Three hundred En- 
glish troops had landed and were fortifying them- 
selves at the mouth of the Apalachicola. They 
were also employed in instigating the savages to 
further acts of hostility. Of this fact the General 
became acquainted on his way to the Alabama ; 
and despatched information of the fact to his go^ 
eminent. On bis arrival at Fort Jackson he used 
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all diligence to make himself folly acquainted witlt^ 

the state of affairs with the Spaniards, Englishi 

&«id Savages. On account of the perfidious oon- 

dc»et of th^ Governor of Pensacola, he opened a 

eoFT^spoDdence with that officer, who exposed the 

dop Itchy of his demeanour in the imbecility of hii 

logic. Having disposed of a&irs at Fort Jack*' 

son, he started next day for Mobile. ' In con« 

set|ue€ice of the storm which he was satisfied was 

gsltfaering in that quarter he lost no time in puti* 

ting the country iu as good a posture of defence 

ais'hts limited meains would admit. Hfs whole 

^spoB^le farce of the United States' troops 

ooQsisted of the 3d and parts of the 44th and 

99lh. The patriotism of the people of Ten^ 

nessee was agsun to be tested. General CSoiee 

was written to by Colonel Butler, to advance 

as speedily as possible with alt the memited 

troops be could celieot. The Colonel who had 

received the request at Nashville on the 9th of 

September, wias to follow with a^ll the volunleers 

lit eoiild procure, with the least posauble delay; 

In fourtcpen days, Captains Baker and Butle? 

ikirivedat Mobile with two companies of new^- 

Ij enlisted regular troops; and the Tennessee 

troops commenced their march with alacrity and 

spirit. 

The arrival at Peasacola, of Colonel NichoHs 
wkfa a small British squadron, the attack on Fort 
Bowyer, at which the British were valiantly re* 
poised by one tenth of their numbers, and their 
reception by Governor Marquines, at Pensacola, 
after their repulse, determined General Jackson> 
to proceed against that capital. 

General Coffee arrived with his brigade, oon*- 
sistiog of 2800, at the CuUoff^ a place above Fpn 
St. Stephens, and was visited in his encampment 
by General Jackson on the 26th of October, Ome 
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thousand of the brigade engaged as mountisci 
men, on account of the difficulty of subsist in^ 
cavalry, without murmur, dismounted, and M^ft 
their horses behind, to serve as infantry. 

The British and Spaniards, divining the inf eo— 
tions of Jackson, made every disposition for tMm^ 
defence of Pensacola. The American army, dO€K> 
strong, took up their Une of march on the 2d of 
November, and encamped before it on the 64ii. 
Determined to dislodge the British from thsi^t, 
post, he previously demanded of Governor Mar^ 
quinez, an explanation of his conduct. The fla^ 
bearing the demand was fired upon and the ofi* 
cer returned. The British flag, the day before 
the attack, waved on the ramparts in unison with 
the Spanish — the following day the Spanish w»» 
ved alone to protect a foe of the United States un- 
der its dastardly banners. Subsequent comma- 
nications took place ; the Governor lodged all his 
faults on the shoulders of his English friends. 
From the deceptions behaviour of the Span- 
iards, no reliance was to be placed on their pro* 
fessions, and it became necessary to use force. 
The place was taken— the British driven awaj^^ 
the Spaniards humbled — the Barrancas' forts foar> 
teen miles distant, commanding the harboor, 
blown up by the British. The blowing op of the 
Barrancas was a great .mortification to the Span* 
iards, and, at the same time, defeated General 
Jackson's object of retaining possession of the 
town and fortifications, until the pleasure of his 
government should be made known, as he bottom* 
ed bis conduct on the urgency of the case without 
awaiting their pleasure. The left column, in this 
attack, alone met with resistance. The Americans 
had twenty wounded and none killed. In conse« 
qence of the destruction of the Barrancas, Gen* 
eral Jackson relinquished the possession of Pensa- 



o^la to Governor Marquinev, who imm^aleiy 
abQiit reconstructing the Barrancas, In thift 

ork the British comrpanding officer, proffered 
33Sf$tance. Marquinez answered that when help 
-vraiff needed he should apply to his fiiend General 
Jackson. . 

In consequence of the result of this expedition, 
the Indians refuged in Flpridii, fijftding thetoselves 
uritbottt British aid, fled, to the Apaiachicota, and 
some fled on boaro the British shipping, and were 
afterwards put on shore, to act for themselves^ 
Major Blue of the 39tb f egixoent was despatched 
to disitMJge the Indians at Apalachipola, assisted 
by Gicneral Mc. Intosh with the Georgia troops^ 
then in the Creek country. Having effected this 
object, they were ordered to the defence of Mo* 
bile. 

General Winchester arrived at the Alabama, 
and Jackson delivered to him the command of 
that portion of territory on the 22d of November, 
and hastened* to New-Orleans where he coivcetved 
his presence most necessai-y^ 

In taking possession of the command of Louisi** 
ana he found soQiewhat of |^ new theatre of action. 
The LegisUture of the territory had se/conded 
the General's views in every measure of defence ; 
and prior to bis relinquishinent of the M<^ile 
eommand^ be had continually con^esponded wijth 
Governor Claiboaroe for that object It was now 
become manifest, that fome point on the Missis* 
iippi was the object of attack by the epemy, and 
iMire eapeciatty NewHDrleai^. Obstriictions an4 
defences .were made as barriers to sdt th<e passet 
which led tfaai wiiy. Gun-boa^ were sent ml^- 
Lake Borgae. Every defeme was mude when tha^ 
British appeared off the «oast, at Cat and Ship- 
idttid, witUn a^sbort distance fnom the Amerioaa 
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lines. On the 13th of December the enemy mov- 
ed off in his barges towards Pass Christian. 

In the act of bringing off a small depot of pnb- 
lic stores at the bay of St. Louis, the gun-boat 
Sea Horse, Johnson commander, in a second at- 
tack from the enemy, was blown up by her crew, 
who with her commander retreated by land. 

On the i4th, the American gun-boat fleet, con- 
sisting of five vessels, 1 82 men,, and 23 guns, was 
attacked by a British force of forty-three gun- 
boats, 1200 men, and 43 guns. The Americans 
were vanquished with the loss of 6 killed and 35 
wounded. The loss of the British was not less 
than 300. Notwithstanding the prowess of the 
Americans, they, from motives of humanity and 
unyielding necessity, surrendered to a superior 
force. 

This unexpected blow marred in prospective all 
the views of Jackson. He apprised General Win- 
chester of the unhappy disaster, the probable 
result, and gave his advice respecting measures 
to be pursued, in order to ward off the conse- 
quences. 

While his clouds of danger thickened, the sky 
ef his reputation was brightening. He inspirited 
bis troops, and the population generally. Ex- 
pecting that the blow would be directed against 
New^Orleans, he exerted every energy for the 
protection of that important post. Having re» 
viewed and addressed the militia on the impor- 
tance of the occasion, he despatched an express in 
Siest of General Coffee, which reached nim on 
e 17th of December, and that officer by the 
most persevering industry, encountering diflk:ul- 
ties by disease and weather, arrived withio fifteen 
miles of New-Orleans on the 19th, a distance of 
150 miles. On the 20th, he halted within four 
imles of that city. The troops had braved the 
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dangers of weather and climate in a march of 
more than 800 miles without murmur. Such is 
the effect of men, when engaged in support of the 
aattve dignity of their character. General Car- 
roll was likewise advancing with a brigade for 
defensive operations, of which he advised General 
Jackson by his aid, Colonel Hynes. 

However feeble his force might be, he determin- 
ed to meet the enemy on the threshold of their 
landing. The government of the United States 
were continually advised, both of his apprehen- 
sions and means of defence. Assistance poured in 
in some sections and disappointments in others, 
and chagrin often crowned his exertions. The 
path the General had to tread was thorny in the 
extreme, assailed as he was, by the wiles of the en- 
emy on one side, and discontent from the disaffec- 
ted on the other. 

The period arrived which tested the sternness 
of his character : Imbecility, fear, and treason, 
uniting against the direct path of patriotism, he 
was constrained for the safety of the state, to pro* 
claim marticd law at New-Orleans. The event 
shew the wisdom of the measure to avoid deleteri- 
ous results from the conflicting passions which then 
agitated the public mind. Smothering treason 
wherever it appeared, and concentrating every 
other feeling into one common reservoir to • repel 
a common foe, Jackson was obliged to act, not 
according to law, but circumstances. General 
Carroll joined Coffee's encampment on the 21st of 
December, and reported himself accordingly.— 
The Kentucky troops had not yet arrived ; and, 
notwithstanding every vigilance, the British effec* 
ted a landing within seven miles of New-Orleans.^ 
The secretness of the embarkation was ascribed to 
the treachery of the naturalized Spanish fisher- 
nea w^o supplied that market with fish. Tbeir 
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debarkation was announced to the General after 
the capture of the guard at Bayou Bievenue, oo 
the 22d of December. A knowledge o( this event 
threw the city into the greatest constematio©. 
Signal guns were fired"— expresses were forwarded 
— forces were concentrated, and every prepara- 
tion adopted for defence. 

General Jackson advanced against bioi, deter- 
mined to attack him in bis first position. The at* 
tack was made in the night of the 23d December, 
at half past seven o'clock. It was commenced by 
a fire from the schooner Caroline, which dropped 
down the river, in order to open on the rear of 
the camp. This was the signal for General Cof- 
fee to fall on the right, while General Jackson at- 
tacked the left near the river. It resulted honour- 
ably to the American arms ; but produced nothing 
decisive. - The enemy's force amounted to about 
3000 men ; that of General Jaekson did not ex- 
ceed 1500. The con'flict lasted an hour, and was 
supported with great firmness. V General Jackson 
remained on the field until four oVlock in the 
morning, when he took a new position two miles 
nearer the city : having lost in this afiair, 24 kil- 
led, 115 wounded, and 74 misusing — total' 213. 

The enemy succeeded, oo the 27th, in blowiQg^ 
np the CaroUne, (she being becalmed) by means 
of h0t shot, from a land battery, erected in the 
night. On the 28th, he advanced with hb whole 
force, against General Jackson, in the hope of 
driving him from his position, and wkh this view 
opened a fire of bombs and rockets^ at the (tts- 
tance of about half a mile; The eneiny was le-^ 
pulsed, with a loss of about 120 meii» The Ame*^ 
xkans lost seven killed and had eight wounded. 

On Sunday morning, tlie list of January, lSli5» 
the enemy had advanced within 6eOO yards of the 
Aakecic^ breast work^^ under cover of nighl and 
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a heavy fog, and had erected the preceding nighti 
three different batteries, mounting in^ all 15 gunff, 
from 6^8 to 32'sv About eight o'clock, when the 
fog cleared off^ they comnienced' a most* tremen- 
doas fire upon the Americans, but it was amply 
returned by them, and a heavy cannonading was 
kept up, without the least interval on either &ide, 
except that occasioned by the explosion of a mag- 
azine in the rear of one of the American batteries, 
and another roagaiine in the night, owing to the 
enea>y'8 Congreve rockets. By tour o'clock in the 
afternoon, the Americans bad dismounted all the 
enemy's guns except two. They retreated, during 
the night, to their strong hold, about a mile and a 
quarter from the American camp. Twice did the 
enemy attempt to storm and carry the American 
batteries, but were as often deceived. On New-^ 
Tear's day the loss of the Americans was 1 1 kiU 
led and 23 badly wounded. That of the enero^^ 
from the accounts of two prisoners taken on that 
day, and three deserters afterwards, must have 
been much greater. 

According as the woodsmen arrived to the aid 
ctf General Jackson's army, they were disposed of 
to the best advantage, for the purpose of defence ; 
but these forces not being of a very efficient na- 
ture, especially as the men could not be all pro- 
vided with the necessary arms, the General Jbould 
n6t attempt any thing against an enemy, who was 
thus left to pursue, undisturbed, his laborious ope- 
rations. 

During the days of the 6th and 7th, the enemy 
bad been actively employed iu making prepara- 
tions for an attack on Jackson's lines. VS^ith in- 
finite labour, they had succeeded on the night of 
the 7th, in getting their boats across from the 
lake to the river, by widening and deepening the 
canal, on which they had effected their disembark- 
ation. 
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General Jackson was on the left dide of the river 
patiently waiting the attack. General Mor^n, 
with the New-Orleans contingent, the Louisiana 
militia, and a detachment of Kentucky troops, oc- 
cupied an intrenched camp on the opposite side of 
the river, protected by strong batteries on the 
bank, superintended by Commodore Patterson. 

On Sunday, the 8th, at half past & o^ciock,. a. y. 
the enemy began a very hevay cannonade upon the 
American lines, from his batteries of 18 and 12 
poundersy supported by the musketry of 2500 
men, wlio marched in cloee columns, and advanc- 
ed nearer than musket shot distance to the in* 
trenchments, armed with rockets, obuses:, and fa* 
ciaefi,^ to stor ro the batteries : tkey directed their 
principal attack against the head of the line, flank* 
ed by the river, and upon the left resting upon the 
cipress swamp, as well as against the tirailleurs 
and riflemen, placed above the said swamp ^ the 
roaring of the guns, and firing of the mu$keti^% 
lasted two hours and a quarter ; the enemy's mor« 
tars, although directed against the centre, did no 
harm to the troops ; the bursting of their bombs 
in' their works had no effect. Two British offi* 
cers, and one French engineer, of the name of 
Rennie, wlio bad gained the summit of the Ame- 
rican parsq^et, was killed or wounded, and made 
prisoners; (the engineer and one C()1onel was 
killed ;) after this affair, the field, in front of the 
works, was strewed with British wounded and 
killed. 

General Jackson thus briefly details the particu- 
lars of attack : 

f* In my encampment every thing was ready for 
action ; when early on the morning of the" 8tli, 
the enemy, after throwing a shower of bombs and 
Congreve rockets, advanced their columns at my 
right and left, to storm my intrenchments. 1 
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cannot speak sufficiently in praise of the lEIrmness 
and deliberation with which my whole line re** 
ceived their approach. More could not have been 
expected from veterans inured to war. For an 
hour, the fire of small arms was as incessant and 
severe as can be imagined. — The arjillery, too, 
directed by officers who displayed equal skill and 
courage, <ud great execution. Yet the columns 
of the enemy continued to advance with firmness 
which reflects upon them the greatest credit. 
Twice, the column, which approached me on my 
left, were repulsed by the troops of General Car- 
roll, th(^e of General Coffee, and a division of 
the Kentucky militia, and twice they formed 
again, and renewed the assault. At length, how- 
ever, cut to pieces, they fled in confusion from 
the fields leaving it covered with their dead and 
wounded." 

Simultaneously with the attack on General 
Jackson's lines, an attack was made on the works 
of General Morgan. Had the enemy been met 
with resolution in this attack, it must have pro- 
duced bis entire destruction ; but, unfortunately/ 
tlie Kentucky reinforcements fled, drawing after 
them, by their example, the remainder of the for- 
ces and ieaving the batteries to the enemy ; not, 
however, until after the guns were spiked. While 
General Jackson was preparing to dislodge . the 
enemy from the captured battery, the British 
troops were withdrawn, and the post re-occupied 
by the Americans. 

The return of the killed* wounded, and prison- 
ers, taken at the battle of Mac Prardies' planta- 
tion, on the left bank of the Mississippi, on the 
morning of the 8tfa January, 1815, ana five miles 
below the city of New-Orleans, consisted of— 
killed, 700; wounded, 1400; prisoners, 500— to* 
latal2600. 
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Among the slain, was General Sir £dwa\r'; 
Packenbatn, the Chief, and General Gibbs, tlic 
third in command; General Keane, the second I:. 
command, was severely wounded. General Lam- 
bert succeeded to the command. 

His total loss in the different engagements wa! 
not less than 5600. The loss to the Americans, or. 
the 8th, on both sides of the river, was 13 killed, oJ 
wounded, and 19 missing; total killed, \^ounded, 
and missing, this ^ay, 71; of this number 4berc 
were but six killed, and seven wounded, in the 
action of the line. 

The enemy kitended to pass Fort Phi^p in or- 
der to co-operate with the land forces in the at< 
tack at New-Orleans. On the 9th January, at 
half past three, p. m. the enemy's bomb vessel » 
opened their fire against the fort, from four sea 
mortars, two of them thirteen inches, and two of 
ten, at so great a. distance, that the shot from the 
fort could not reach him. The enemy's fire ecu- 
tinued with little intermission, and with little in- 
terruption from the fort, during the lOth^ lltlu 
12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, I6th, and 17th. On tlie 
evening of the 17th, a heavy mortar was got in 
readiness, and opened on the enemy, with great 
effect. At day-light on the 18th, the enemy retir- 
ed, after having thrown upwards of one thou- 
sand heavy shells, besides small shells from the 
howitzers, round shot and grape, which he dis- 
charged from boats, under cover of the night. 
Scarcely ten feet of the garrison remained un- 
touched ; yet the loss of men was small, consisting 
of two killed, and seven wounded. This savinc 
of men was owing to the great pains taken by the 
officers to keep their men under cover. 

All the enemy's movements after the action 
of the 8th of January, were calculated to secure 
his retreat, should such prove necessary, as ap- 
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pearances then indicated that it would. Hieir ia« 
teotioD waS| however, masked by a menacing at- 
titude, as if preparing for a renewal of the attack 
on Jackson's line. They had erected batteries to 
cover their retreat, io advantageous positions, 
from their original encampment to the Bayou, 
through which they entered .Lake Borgne. The 
cannon placed on these batteries could have rak* 
ed a pursuing army in every direction. The sitii« 
ation of the ground through which they retired, 
was protected by canals, redoubts, intrenchments 
and swanftD^, on the right: and the river on the 
left. 

After the action of the 8th, the artillery pn 
both^ides of the river, was constantly employed 
in annoying the enemy. An attempt to storm 
his batteries would have produced great slaughter 
among the Americafns, been doubtful of suceess, 
and might possibly have induced the enemy to 
delav his departure ; therefore General Jackson 
resolved to secure the advantage obtained, with 
the least possible loss or hazard. 

All hope which the enemy had of reducing Fort 
Philip, had vanished ; and on the night of the 
I8tli, they precipitately decamped, and returned 
to their shipping, leaving behind them 80 of their 
wounded, 14 pieces of heavy artillery, and an im- 
mease uumber of ball, having destroyed mueh of 
their pawder. 

Mr. Shields, parser in the navy, on the 16th and 
nth of January* in letters to his friend, says : 

'' The day after the gun-boats were taken, I 
cvas sent down under a flac of truce, to ascertain 
the fate of our officers andihen, with power to ne- 
qotiate an exchange, especially for the wounded. 
But the enemy would make no terms— they treat- 
*»d the flag with contempt, and myself and the 
surgeon, who was with me, as prisoners, until the 
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18th io8t. He has now lowered his tone, and beg« 
the exchange that we offered. Defeat has hum* 
bled the arrogance of the enemy, who had promi^ 
sed his soldiers forty^i^ht hours pUlags and rapine 
of the city of ^ew-Oneans I /" 

The watch-word and countersign of t he en emy ^ 
on the morning of t)ie 8th, was BEAUTY and 
.BOOTY. Comment is unnecessary on these sig- 
nificant allusions held out to a licentious sol- 
diery. 

Thus ended, in disgrace and discomfiture to the 
enemy, an expedition which occupied several 
moqths in its preparation, and was composed of at 
least 10,000 troops, drawn from almost every part 
of the world, where the British had garrisons or 
soldiers. Nothing .was left undone to secure the 
occupation of an immense province, and the com- 
mand of a river extending thousands of miles 
through the most fertile countries in the world ; 
and on which several of the United States depend* 
ed as an outlet and market for their produce. 

From an official account, it appeared, that the 
number of men under command of General Jack- 
son, and actually engaged against the enemy, on 
the 8th January, amounted to 4,698. The ene- 
my's force, by his account, exceeded 10,000. 

By an article in a Jamaica paper, of the 3d De- 
cen^l^er, it was stated, that the expedition then pre- 
pared to go against the United States, under com- 
mand of Sir Alexander Cochrane, and Maj. Gen. 
Keane, (the same that afterwards entered the Mb- 
sissippi,) consisted of one ship of 80 guns,, five of 
74, three of 50, one of 44, six of 38, two of 36^ 
three of 32, three of 16, two of 14, and three of 6 
guns — total 29 vessels, carrying 1084 guns; be- 
sides a great number of cutters, transports, &c. 

On the 21st Jan. Gen. Jackson directed an ad- 
dress to be publicly read at the head of each of 
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the corps composing the lines near New-Orleans. 
It must have been a difficult and delicate task to 
do justice to individuals, where all acted so well, 
proving, in. the General's words, " that a rampart 
of high minded men is a better defence, than the 
most regular fortification." 

This address contained the following emphati-* 
cal paragraph. 

" Reasoning always from false principles, they 
(the enemy) expected little opposition irora men 
whose officers even were not in uniform, who were 
ignorant of the rules of dress, and who had never 
been caned into discipline — fatal mistake i a fire 
incessantly kept up, c^rected with calmness, and 
with unerring aim, strewed the field with th^ brave 
officers and men of the column which slowly ad* 
ranced, according to the most approved rules of 
European* tactics^ and was cut down by the untuto^ 
red courage of the American militia. Unable to 
sustain this galling and unceasing fire, some hun- 
dreds nearest the intrenchments called for quar- 
ters, which was granted — the rest, retreating, were 
rallied at some distance, but only to make them a 
surer mark for the grape and* canister shot of our 
artillery, which, without exaggeration, mowed down 
Winifranii at every discharge ; and, at length, they 
hims^itately retreated from the field." 
preseneral desperate characters, citizens of the 
coBft^d States^ as well as foreigners, natives of dif- 
ferent countries, bad associated themselves into a 
band of pirates, under their chief Lafitte, and bad 
taken up their residence in the island of Barrataria, 
near the mouth of the Mississippi. The govern- 
ment of the United States caused this unlawful es- 
tablishment to be broken up. The expedition 
against the Barratarians, took possession of all the 
ptratical^essels, their prizes, and a considerable 
quantity of arms and property, without opposition, 
on the 16 tb September, 1814. The vessels thus 
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taken, consisted of six schooners, and one felucca, 
cruisers and prizes of the pirates, one brig, a prize, 
and two armed schooners, both in lineof baflle with 
the armed vessels of the pirates. The establish- 
ment on shore, which was also taken possession of, 
consisted of about 40 houses. The pirates had 
mounted on their vessels 20 pieces of cannon, oi 
different calibres, and their number consisted of 
between SOO and 1000 men, of all nations and co- 
lours. The expedition against the pirates was un- 
der command of Commodore Patterson of the na- 
\y^ having on board a detachment of land troops, 
under command of Colonel Ross. 

The Barratarian pirates took part in the defence 
of New-Orleans against the British, and were both 
jactive and serviceable. It was, also, satisfactorily 
ascertained, that they had, previous to tbeir dis- 
persion, refused an alliance with the British, re- 
jecting the most seducing terms of iDvitatioD. In- 
duced, by these considerations, and at the recom- 
mendation of the Genera] Assembly of the state of 
liouisiana, the President of the United StMes 
granted to such of them as aided in defence of New- 
Orleans, a full pardon for all offences against the 
laws of the United States, committed previous to 
the 8th January, 1816. ^ '* 

Upon the approach of the enemy, a port? *^^ 
the French population, obtained from tb<^ P*"^' 
dent French Cousul, certificates of FrencK SS2?' 
aenship. The General allowed their validity ,* 
but sent these alien exempts from military duty^ 
under a military guard, one hundred and twenty 
miles from his camp and besieged city, to Batoo 
Rouge^ in the interior. 

A printer had misrepresented that Gen. Jack- 
son's order of removal applied indiscrimately to 
the whole French population. The French Consul, 
Toussard, a second time, resisted the martial law, 
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bj claimibg for bis king, individuals of the city 
oiilitia. He even- erected a standard, and under 
pretext of the violations of the liberty of the French 
citizens, invited them to revolt. General Jacksoa 
considering further forbearance as criminally en- 
dangering the lives of even these mongrel citizens, 
and as^ calculated to betray the ^ city to the ene- 
my, arrested this Consul ; and< a Judge (Hall) of 
the Supreme Court, issued a writ of habeas corpuM 
to compel the enlargement of the^prisoner. The 
General still determined to maintain his martial 
law, and thereby bind together this heterogenous 
population to the defence of the city, ordered 
the Judge into confinement, and to be removed 
ivithout the lines of defence. Boldly indeed, and 
with- an un jierdiog spirit^ the General urompelled 
and controled the public safety. 

After the peace was officially known* at New^ 
Orleans to have been ratified, and when the mar^ 
tial law had ceased to operate, General Jackson 
was^ cited to answer before the Judge, whom he 
had arrested, to show cause why an attachment 
should not issue against the General for a con* 
tempt of the court in sundry particulars relating 
to the writ of habeas corpus. The General dis- 
daining to evade a requisition of the law submitted 
bimseli to the court,^ and by his counsel, offered to 
present to it his defence in. writing, but which was 
contumeliously rejected' without being read. This 
trial, which precluded also a jury, was continued 
from day to day for several d ay s^. when on the last 
day General Jackson walked into the court-house 
with admirable composure,, and exemplary re- 
spect for the high authority which called him 
thither^ He approached the Judge with a paper 
in his hand; having.dispensed with the friendly of- 
fices of the professional gentleman who had ma- 
naged* bis cai^; before. The Judge ioformed the 

2g* 
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tfaeftce to the American coffee-house, where the 
General addressed the crowd as follows : 

*' Fellow Citizens and Soldiers-^^BehoXd your 
General, under whom, but a few days ago, you 
occupied the tented field, braving all the priva* 
tions and dangers in repelling and defeating your ' 
country's exterior enemies, under the rules and 
discipline of the camp, so indispensable to the 
hope of victory ; rules which were predicated np- 
on necessity, and which met the approbation of 
every patriot. Behold him now, bending under 
a specious pretext of redressing your country's 
civil authority, which, though wrought through 
prejudice, he scorns to deny or oppose, bot cheer- 
fully submits to what is inflicted upon him, now 
that the difficulties under which we groaned are 
removed, and the discipline of the camp summons 
you no more to arms^ It is the highest duty and 
pride of all good men to pay their tribute of re^ 
epect to the guardian of our civil liberties. Re- 
member this last charge, as in a few days I ex- 
pect to leave you : it may serve as a l<esson to 
yourselves and posterity." 

Mc. Davezac gave the substance of the precede 
ing remarks from the General in French ; after 
which the* General was conducted to the coach, 
and drawn lo his quarters in Fauxburg Marigny, 
Mluwed by the raullitxid«, echoing, vive h wmv^ 
ml Jack9onk 

The fine was afterwards paid by a velumary 
subscription of one dollar eaicfa, by one thousand 
citizens. 
Addresses, which seemed necessarilv to com- 

{^rise the mass of the city population of New«Or- 
eans, were presented to tlte General, not only 
approving, but extolling, in the most grateful lan- 
guage, his military conduct. ^ Congress also pass- 
edj onanimouslyi resolutions of thanks to lb* 
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General for the defence which he made, and an 
eroblematic gold medal, with devices of bis splen- 
did achievements, has been ordered to be present- 
ed to him. Addresses and resolutions of thanks 
from other and minor bodies from various parts 
of the Union, also evince the gratitude of this nu- 
merous people to the General, for his almost une- 
qualled victories. 

Peace having been promulgated, the militia 
were discharged. The General was relieved in 
his command by General Gaines, and returned to 
Nashville, welcomed by his fellow citizens with 
the greatest applause. 

When the army was reduced to a peace estab- 
lishment, General Jackson was retained in the 
service, and appointed to command the Southern 
Military District. In the summer of 1817, he was 
appointed a Commissioner to treat with the Creek 
Indians respecting a purchase of land, which ha* 
ying effected, he returned to Nashville with his 
suite in the month of August. 

In his person the General is tall, thin and spare. 
Six feet one inch in height, he usually weighs 
about one hundred and fifty pounds. Easy and 
affable in his deportment, stern and inflexible in 
his resolves, he commands respect. He is gener- 
ous and humane, but of an irritable temper. lo 
his politics, the General was of the republicaa 
school. His sallies of temper has more than once 
subjected him to disputes which were terminated 
only in the field of chivalric honour. 



nriLlTAAT, AND NAVAL UBBOES. 261 

. IIAJOR-OENERAL 

ELEAZAB WHEELOCK: RIPLEY 

Was born at Hanover, New-Hampshire, t^^e 
scat of Dartmouth College, April 15tb^.J782. He 
is the grandson of the venerable and pious foun* 
der of that institution. Dr. Eleazer Wheelock, 
whose name he bears, and nephew of the present 
learned President, honourable John Weelock, L« 
L. D. His father, the Reverend Sylvanus Rip- 
ley, a graduate of the first class, and the first pro- 
fessor of Divinity in the College, died in the be- 
ginning of the year 1787, universally respected 
and beloved. Of a young family of six children, 
left, in circumstances not affluent, to the care of 
an intelligent and pious mother, the subject of this 
sketch was the second son, then in the fifth year 
of bis age. 

He pursued with assiduity the studies prepara- 
tory for admission into college ; and haviitg com- 
pleted bis academic course, be received the first 
honours of the University in 1800. He then ap- 
plied himself to the study of the law, and shortly 
afterwards was admitted ti> practice in the county 
court of Kennebunk, in the district of Maine, 
state of Massachusetts. At the bar he manifest-? 
fd talents which ranked him among the higher 
ordei- of Barristers, and procured him a populari- 
ty that introduced him to a seat in the Legisla- 
ture of his native state, as a Representative from 
the town of 'Winslow, or WatervillC) as soon as the 
qualification of age would admit. In that body 
be was not an inefficient member. His political 
course was marked with action based on the 
principles of the Constitution of the United States, 
and the rights of mankind. To contend with po- 
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closed, he retired into winter^quarters at Burling* 
ton in Veriuont, where, by unwearied exertions, 
he increaaed hi« regiment to 700 men before the 
following spring. '^His regiment became remarka- 
ble for its accuracy in discipline and neatness of 
dress. 

On the 12th of March, 1613, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nels Ripley, Gaines, and Scott, were promoted at 
the same time to the ranks of Colonels. 

In ten days of that month General Riplej' 
marched his regiment 4rom Plattsburgh to Sack- 
ett's Harbour. At the attack on York in Up- 
per Canada, April 27th, " he ileshed his maiden 
sword." 

General Dearborn, with 1700 chosen troops, 
embarked at Sackett's Harbour, aud having arri- 
ved before fork, confided the immediate com- 
mand in the attack to the gallant General Pike. 

The American army, faavihg debarked, formed 
in two lines. The 21st regiment, divided into 
six platoons, with Colonel Mc. Clure's volunteers 
on their flanks, composed the second line. Thus 
disposed, they mov^ed on to the attack in columnsi 
when the British General, panic-struck, retreated, 
blowing up one of his magazines. The explosion 
was tremendous, and friend and foe were its com- 
mon victims— -General Pike was mortally wound- 
ed, and died smiling in the arms of victory. Col- 
onel Ripley was slightly wounded, and the com- 
mand devolved on Colonel Pearce, of the 16th re- 
5iment, until General Dearborn came on shore. 
I'he British General Sheafie, was distinctly seen 
on his retreat, and the wounded Colonel Riplejr 
pressed his pursuit without delay. The appre- 
hension of another explosion, produced an hour's 
delay, which enabled the fugitive foe to escape. 
The town, containing public property of great 
value, was captured. Some exGesses, by the 
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American soldiery, were at first coniinitted. To 
put a stop to this, General Dearborn ordered 
Colonel Ripley and his regiment, as a town guard, 
to protect private property. The Colonel exe- 
eutf d the command with the strictest propriety, 
and under circumstances very honourable to him- 
self — for spoils which by the rules of war were 
his, be spurned to touch. By some unaccouota^ 
ble neglect, be remained on duty three days and 
nights without sleep. Incessant duty and fatigue 
impaired his health. The army after it again dis- 
embarked at Niagara, was sickly, in consequence 
of its exposure to rains for a week on board the 
fleet. Colonel Ripley was present at the capture 
of Fort George, on the 27 Ai of May ; but was not 
present in the action on Stoney Creek, when Gen- 
erals Chandler and Winder, were taken by sur- 
prise. In order to afford him an opportunit3' to 
repair his feeble health, General Dearborn order- 
ed his regiment, diminished by hard service, to 
<5onvo5r the prisoners to Oswego, and then pro- 
<^eed to Sackett's Harbour. Having accomplish- 
ed this duty, be was detained at that post several 
days by severe sickness. His devotion to tlie 
military art, induced him to resist every advice 
at Sackett's harbour, to withdraw for sometime 
from the duties of his station. His attachment to 
Fnme^ induced him to press forward and make 
every sacrifice to enter the portals of her Temple. 

Preferring the British mode of drill, be made 
his regiment perfectly acquainted therewith, prior 
to their embarkation under General Wilkinson, 
in the intended attack against Montreal, the fail- 
tire of which was owing to the then Secretary of 
war, and General Hampton. 

In descending the St. Lawrence for the attack 
on Montreal, a severe duty was necessary— eve- 
ry corps of the army was exposed to the attacks 
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«f a vigilant foe. The 1 1th oC November, was dis- 
tioguished bj the battle of Williamsburgfa, where 
the lamented and brave Covington fell. Colo- 
uel Ripley, with his regiment, commenced tbe 
action. His conduct throughout the contest, was 
marked with peculiar bravery. The troops fought 
ia great confusion, and lasted for three hours. 
lu giving orders, the fence on which he stood, 
was carried away by a 4:anQon balL The part 
of bis regiment in action, amounted to 339 men, 
of which about 80 were killed or wounded. He 
went into winter quarters at French Mills, in con- 
sequence of the refusal of General Hampton to 
unite with General Wilkinson. Here his regiment, 
at tbe consolidation of the army, was united with 
the II th. His wife, to whom he was married ia 
1811, repaired to him in camp, against the entrea- 
ties of friends, in order to assist him in his feeble 
state of health. In the midst of winter, the can- 
tonment was ordered to be broken up, and the 
army ordered to repair to the Niagara frontier. 
Colonel Ripley was ordered to proceed to Albany 
to forward on artillery and stores for the ensuing 
campaign. At this time the consolidated regi- 
ments were restored. On the 1 8th of April, Colo- 
Del Ripley was advanced to the rank of Briga- 
dier-general. He took leave of the officers and 
men of his regiment, on this occasion, who ma- 
aifested for him every token of respect, the offi- 
cers havfng presented him an elegant sword as a 
grateful recollection. 

A short time previous to this. General Scott, ia 
the absence of General Brown, took the command 
of the army at Buffalo. This officer used every 
exertion to promote a strict and necessary disci- 
Dlioe. Each corps was emulous to excel. General 
Kipley devoted bis time to the instruction of bis 
brigade. 
VOL. II. > 23 
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On tbe arrival of General Brown at Buffalo,* 
in June, 1813, it was determined to invade the 
upper province, in order to attack Fort George 
and recover Fort Niagara, and thence to march 
round the lake to Kingston* This project Gene- 
ral Ripley opposed with all his talents, for he was 
confident that the army, which consisted of less 
than 3000 regular troops, was too feeble to ac- 
complish the proposed object. He had already 
accompanied three invasidns of Canada, with an 
incompetent force. He knew that Fort Erie, 
directly opposite to Buffalo, must immediately 
fall ; but in respect to the ultimate objects, he saw 
no prospect of success. Although the invasion 
brought high honour to the American arms — ^in 
gaining which he had a full participation—- yet 
the result justified his opinions. Not one of tbe 
grand objects proposed was accomplished. 

In making the necessary arrangements, the 9tb, 
11th and 25th regiments, were assigned to the bri- 
gade of General Scott, while General Ripley had 
the 21st, under Major Grafton, with which were in- 
corporated, during the campaign, one company of 
the 17th under Capt. Cbunn, and one do. of the 
12th under Lieut. M'Donald. He had also a bat- 
talion of the 23d regiment under Major M'Farland, 
consisting principally of recruits lately received 
and imperfect in discipline. The four regiments 
first mentioned were of New-England, and the last 
one of New- York. 

On the 3d of July, the American army crossed 
' the Niagara river. Gen. Scott with the main body 

* This arrangement was made by the War-Minis- 
ter to cover the misconceptions of General Brown, 
in regard to his orders to attack Kingston, for an 
explanation of whichj s«e note to General-Brown*a 
Kfe> page 317. 
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crossed (rotn th^ boats belov^ Fort Erie, while 
General Ripley with the 2 1st in two U, S. schoon* 
ers, passed up the lake and disembarked a mile 
above, the fort, which was immediately invested. 
It was surrendered the same day without the ne- 
cessity of firing a gun. The next day the army 
marched to Chippewa, at which place Gen. Brown 
arrived with the reserve under Gen. Ripley at I 
o'clock at night. The battle of July 5th, covered 
Gen. Scott and his brigade with merited honour, 
for in the open field and fair combat he achieved 
a complete victory over superior numbers. Gen» 
Ripley had no opportunity to encounter the ene-* 
my. The American army was encamped on the 
south side of Street's creek, distant two miles and 
ian half from the enemy's strong work on the north 
side of Chippewa creek. The action was fought 
OQ the intermediate plain. For a considerable 
time after the engagement commenced Gen. Rip- 
ley's brigade remained^drawn up in order of bat* 
tie, exposed to the fire of the enemy's artillery, the 
shot from which ranged through his line — although 
be was very solicitous to advance. At length he 
was ordered, but at too late a period, to take the 
21st regiment and pass to the left of the camp^ 
skirt the woods so as to keep out of view^ and fall 
upon the rear of the enemy's right flank. ' This 
order,' says General Brown 'was promptly obeyed, 
and the greatest exertions were made by the 21st 
regiment to gain their position and close with the 
enemy, but in vain.' General Ripley was obliged 
to ford Street's Creek to the left of the bridge, 
Grossing a morass almost-impossible — when he ar« 
rived on the Chippewa, the battle was over. Had 
this detour been suffered to be made as soon as the 
action commenced, the enemy must haVe lost ma- 
ny prisoners; and if the retreat across Chippewa 
draw-bridge to his works could have been cut off, 
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General Riall's whole force would inevitably have 
been captured. Prudence indeed might forbid 
the commanding General to send out a party of 
bis reserve on such a duty, at the very beginning 
of an actioni the result of which was doubtful ; but 
the detour was ordered before the result of the ac- 
tion could be foreseen. G-neral Brown, says,—- 
* from General Ripley and his brigade, 1 have re- 
ceived every assistance that I gave them an oppor- 
tunity of rendering.' 

The American troops gained a splendid victo- 
ry, but the enemy was yet secure in a position 
of great strength behind a deep creek, which 
could not be forded within a distance of forty 
miles. It was determined to construct a bridge 
and force a passage. July 8th, General Ripley 
was detached on this duty. Crossing the bridge 
over Street's creek, he opened a road two^or three 
miles through the woods on the left, and reaching 
the Chippewa one or two miles above the Bri- 
tish, planted his heavy train of artillery for the 
protection of the artificers, and even began to 
construct the bridge without exciting alarm or 
being molested* But the British soon appeared 
with several pieces of artillerv, and opened a fire 
of shells and round shot, which was returned so 
vigorously with grape and canister as to force 
them to retreat. Hearing this tremendous can- 
nonade of our IS pounders at a point which he 
supposed inaccessible to our artillery, General 
Riall instead of strengthening the party which he 
had detached, immediately abandoned his strong 
position, and retired precipitately upon Queens- 
town. The whole American army encamped the 
same night in the enemy's works, having encoun- 
tered but ' little of the resistance, which might 
have been made to the passage of the Chippewa, 
and which perhaps could have been made with 
complete success. 
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July 9th, the United States' army proceeded to 
QaeenstowfL Gen. Riall retired to Fort George, 
leaving a sufficient garrison encamped at Twelve- 
mile creek, three miles distant from the American 
camp, making every exertion to call out the mili- 
tia, and sending down the lake for regular troops. 
General Ripley, persuaded that this was a favour- 
able moment for a decisive action, strongly ur- 
ged the necessity of immediately pursuing the ene- 
my. But our troops remained ten days » idle at 
Queenstown, and then attempted to besiege Fort 
George. In the mean time General Rialt's army 
recovered from the late panic, and was strength- 
ened by the large numbers of militia, called out 
en masse. Had our troops remained three days 
longer before 'Fort George, their safety would 
have been put to the most imminent hazard, for 
within that time strong reinforcements arrived 
from Kingston to the enemy, so that Riall would 
have been emboldened ta seize a strong position 
ID our rear. This position must have been carri- 
ed by our army in order to effect a retreat 5 for 
bein^ destitute of boats, it was impossible to crosd 
the Niagara below the falls. But on the 22d of 
July our troops fell back to Queenstown Heights, 
and on the 24th to Chippewa. 

About this time General Ripley's brigade was 
strengthened by the veteran battalion of the 23d 
regiment, under Major Brooke, from Plattsburgh ; 
and Colonel Miller, who was promoted to the 
21st, arrived and took command of that regi- 
ment. 

The memorable battle of Niagara Falls, July 
26th, covered General Ripley and his brigade 
with military glory ; which, though not so dura- 
ble as the thunder of the cataract, wiH yet be as 
Crmanent as the memory of the action and as the. 
noors which are awarded tatbe brave. 

23* 
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The British having received strong reinforce- 
ments from Kingston, were put in motion in pur- 
suit of the American army. A column of five 
hundred British, under Lieutenant-colonel Tuck- 
er, was detached to Lewistown, on the American 
side of the Niagara, to capture the American 
sick and baggage. General Riall advanced from 
his encampment at Twelve-mile Creek by ihe 
Lundy-Lane road, which intersects the river road 
just below the falls ;— and General Drummona 
marched from Fort George, on the river road 
direct to Chippewa. General Brown, who was 
now meditating the pursuit of General Riall, and a 
long march to Burlington heights, did not appre- 
liend that the enemy was near him, and in a capa- 
city to fight him. To recal Colonel Tucker from 
the American side of the river and to prevent his 
marching towards Buffalo, General Brown de- 
termined to make a movement towards Queens- 
town, seven miles below the falls. 

General Scott, who was detached with about 
1000 men, marched in the afternoon ; but when 
he reached the junction of the Lundy-Lane road 
with the road down the river, he found General 
Kiall, who had just arrived from the Twelve-mile 
Creek, occupying a strong position. The action 
immediately commenced, at the distance of about 
three miles from the American camp. As soon as 
the firing was heard, General Ripley formed bis 
brigade, and by order of General Brown advan- 
ced to the support of General ScoU. His bri- 
gade that morning reported 730 men fit for duty ; 
of these a hundred or more were on guard, or out 
of camp when he was ordered to march. He pro- 
ceeded mstantly, and, with his uncommon rapidity. 
Ins men actually running a part of the way, bad 
arrived oi^ the ground between sunset and dark. 
At this ume, General Scott's brigade Uving suf^ 
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fered extremely by the tremendous fire of the en- 
emy's artillery of nine pieces planted on a height 
in the centre of their line, was covered in the 
woods. General Ripley, as is stated by General 
Brown, was ordered to disengage and relieve 
General Scott, by forming a new line ; but the 
pi*ecise order was, that he should form on the 
right of General Scott ; and this was the only or- 
der which he received, except the order at the 
close of the action to retire from the field. His 
aid,' Lieutenant M'Donald, bringing intelligence 
that the right of General Scott would bring him 
in the woods out of the fight, he resolved to ad- 
vance directly towards the enemy. -As he advan- 
ced, the fire of the battery was directed at his 
brigade. Two shrapnell shells only, striking the 
23d regiment, killed and wounded twenty-four 
men. To remain exposed to this dreadful fire, 
was impossible, for his brigade also would soon 
be cut to pieces. There was no alternative but 
either to carry the battery, or abandon the field* 
Having mad^ his decision. General Ripley put 
his brigade in motion to execute the desperate 
enterprise. Regardless of the enemy's fire, he 
marched down the road until he arrived within a 
short distance in front of the height. Here the 
smoke and darkness favoured him, and being in a 
hollow, the shot passed over his bead. In order 
to execute his intentions, he formied in line his gal- 
lant 21 St regiment, in which as well as in Colonel 
Miller, be had perfect confidence, directly fronting 
the battejry* He determined to lead himself the 
23d regiment, which consisted partly of recruits, 
and required bis presence, and attack the ene- 
my's left flank to divert their attention from the 
21 St. 

Having made his arrangements, he marched off 
the 23d regiment a little to the right, then giving 
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it a direction towards the battery, led his troops 
to the attack, being himself on horseback. Re- 
ceiving the fire of the enemy, the regiment faol* 
tered, but he immediately rallied it and renewed 
the action. Colonel Miller made the assault in 
front with determined bravery ; and the line of 
infantry, posted for the support of the artillery, 
being dispersed by the attack on the flank, the bat- 
tery was carried at the first charge. Confident 
that the utmost efibrts would be directed to the 
recovery of this position and of the artillery, Gen- 
eral Ripley, immediately sent his aid to General 
Brown, to apprise him of what had been done, and 
to request him to remove and secure the cannon, 
but the request was disregarded. Advancing his 
line some distance in front of the battery, the 23d 
regiment with Towson's artillery, was formed on 
the right of the 21st. A part of the 1st regiment^ 
under Lieutenant-colonel Nicholas, was statiooh* 
ed on the le(\, and on the extreme left the brave 
General Porter with his volunteers. Before the 
close of the battle, the 25th regiment also, under 
Major Jessup, was directed to be brought up, and 
was formed on the right of the whole. In this or- 
der the attack was awaited. General Ripley di* 
rected the front rank to kneel, and not a gui> 
should be fired, until the enemy had delivered his 
fire— then, that deliberate aim should be takeiK 
As the British advanced to the attack, they re- 
ceived such a deadly fire, as to be driven again 
down the hill. These charges were repeated five 
or six times with the same result. At this period, 
General Scott, eager to strike a decisive blow^ 
threw himself before General Ripley's line with* 
out apprising him of the movement, attacked the 
enemy, but was wounded and repulsed. Being 
between two fires, it is supposed, that in conse* 
<|uence of the darkness and confusion, be suffered 
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from both. Obstinate and indignant at the loss 
of the battery, and at the result of every attempt 
to recover it, the British forces advanced with he- 
roic determination. General Ripley's brigade, 
and other troops under his command, were form- 
ed as before. Notwithstanding a most destruc- 
tive fire, the enemy pressed on and engaged with: 
the point of the bayonet. Overcome by numbers, 
our troops on the right and left gave*M^ay ; Tow- 
son was obliged to spike and abandon his pieces, 
and total discomfiture seemed unavoidable. But 
a part of the central brigade, animated by the 
gallantry of their commander, remained firm ; 
the flanks were rallied by his exertions, and the 
exertions of the brave officers, and the enemy 
was again forced down the hill. This was the ter- 
miaation of the conflict, for at this period, after 
the enemy had been repulsed in the last attack, 
General Ripley received an order from General 
Brown to collect his wounded, and retire immedi- 
ately to camp. Upon going to his rear, and finding 
that the cannon had not been removed, and, * the 
trophies of victory had not been accomplished, 
according to bis request, he ordered a detachment 
of Porters volunteers to drag them ofl'the ground ; 
but the want, of ropes rendered it necessary to 
leave them behind. Beside?, the men after fight- 
ii^ fi?e or six hours, were exhausted by fatigue, 
and incapable of exertion. Nor was it safe to 
Unger in the rear, for the enemy immediately 
pressed up the hill, and actually took several 
prisoners by the side of the artillery.' As Gene- 
ral Ripley "^marched from the field of battle, but 
two platoons of General Scott's brigade under 
Major Leavenworth, could be collected; and of 
the whole army j*^ it w^as estimated by several offi- 
cers, that BO more than 500 men returned with 
him to camp, the rest having been dispersed. 
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safety to Fort George. He therefore determined 
to exercise that prudence which indeed is not al- 
ways reputable, but which is essential to the cha- 
racter of a good General, and frequently necessary 
to the safety of an array. General i^orter^ con- 
curring with him in opinion respecting the impo- 
licy of the proposed attack, he now resolved to be 
actual^ and not merely nominal^ commander of the 
army; For the sake of harmony, however, he 
first made a representation to General Brown, 
who at length ordered the troops to return to 
€amp; and soon crossed over himself to the Ame- 
rican side of the river. 

Our army, now left in the unquestioned com- 
mand of General Ripley, was in a critical situation, 
for the whole effective strength, regulars and 
volunteers, did not exceed 2000 men. Sending 
off the sick and wounded, General Ripley burnt 
the bridge over the Chippewa, and commenced 
his retreat in go*od order upon Erie, destroying 
every bridge as he passed it, to impede the ad- 
vance of the enemy. He encamped for the night 
opposite to Black Rock. July 27th, he took up 
a position opposite Buffalo : his right resting on 
Fort Erie, ana his line extending about 800 yards 
to Snake Hill on the left Here he determined 
to fortify, designating himself the line of defence. 
Majors M'Ree and Wood were the engineers.— 
The old Fort Erie which was extremely feeble, 
was strengthened, and a strong work, called Fort 
Williams or Towson's battery, was constructed 
on Snake Hill These two principal works were 
connected by a line of intrenchments and tra- 
verses, which extended also en the right from 
Fort Erie to Niagara river. On the left from 
Snake Hill to the lake, there was an abbatis. 
Thus a triangular space was enclosed. The whole 
army laboured on the lines through the day. 
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and' some of the more athletic in the night* Du- 
ring the whole night, one third'of the oiEcers and 
men were kept up to the works, attended by Ge- 
neral Ripley or some one of his family, ready to 
resist a sudden attack. By such great exertions 
a respectable defence was in a few days construct- 
ed. It was four or five days before General 
Drummond, with a much superior force, encam- 
ped opposite Black Rock, having unaccountably 
lost an opportunity, which could not be retrieved. 
To his surprise he found our troops strongly for- 
tified. 

General Gaines, who arrived from Sackett'^ 
Harbour on the 4th or fith of Augu&t, being su- 
perior in rank, took the command at Fort Crie : 
but the system of vigilance and defence, which 
had been instituted, was continued. Cleneral 
Ripley resumed the command of his brigade, 
which was stationed on the left flank. 

Tlie camp at Fort Erie was attacked by the 
British on the 15th of August. They were repul- 
sed. On this occasion the dispositions of Gene- 
ral Ripley were so judiciously made, that he re- 
ceived no orders from the commanding officer 
General Gaines. The particulars of this affair 
are distinctly given in consequence of the unwar- 
rantable report of General Brown of September 
1st, censuring him " for not meeting and beatincr 
the enemy on the 26.th of July." Apprehensive of 
the designs of the British, General Ripley ordered 
up his whole brigade to the works, and apprised 
(by his aid) General Gaines of the intentions of 
the British who were advancing 1500 strong, on 
the left by the point Abino road, secretly, with no 
flints in their guns, relying on the bayonets for 
success. Lieutenant Bellknap, of the 23d, who 
commanded the picket guard 200 yards in ad- 
vance, first discovered the enemy, gave thein his 
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fire and retired in good order. Hi!> exertions 
to save his men had nearly cost him his life, as he ' 
was so hard pushed that he was bayoneted when 
entering the sally post, but recovered. The 
attack was so much resisted by a destructive fire 
from Towson's battery and the 21st regiment 
of infantry, under Major Wood, who comman- 
ded in the absence of Colonel Miller, then on 
business at Buffalo, thut they were compelled to 
retreat. The enemy renewed the attack and 
were again repulsed. Two hundred of the Bri- 
tish waded into the lake in order to pass the 
American' abbatis and gain possession of their 
works. These were repulsed by a destructive 
lire of two companies of reserve under Captain 
Marston, ordered down to the water's edge by 
General Ripley. The British were repulsed on 
his flank, with the loss of 147 prisoners ; and Gen- 
eral Ripley detached five companies to aid the 
American right. The loss of the British was, by 
their own report, 905, while that of the Americans 
amoonted only to 84. General Gaines did not 
judg*e it prudent to make a sortie. General 
Gaines w&s wounded in his quarters by a shell on 
the 28th of August, and General Ripley was con- 
tinued by General Brown, in command, during 
the siege, which lasted for six weeks. He was 
frequently exposed to danger from the numerous 
shells which the enemy thtew into the fort, during 
its investment. The report of General Brown, 
induced General Ripley to demand a court of 
inquiry — Fearful of its result, General Brown re- 
fused the e(]uitabie request. In order to^wipe 
away the stigma, ungeneiously attempted to be 
cast on his reputation, General Ripley applied 
to the Secretary at War, for redress, and the 
Secretary promised that a coart of inquirv should 
be held as soon as the officers requisite for hold- 
voL. u. 24 
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ing such a court, could be spared from the ser- 
vice. In executing a sortie, on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, General Ripley coramanded the reser\«>. 
iiv'hich be early brought up to support the advance. 
After the British batteries were carried, (Jene- 
ral Brown committed the whole to General Rip- 
ley's command, with orders to act as circum- 
stances might require. The General attempted 
an attack on tbe enemy's camp, and was wound- 
ed in the advance by a musket ball, and carried, 
apparently dead, to Fort Erie. The attempt 
was successful — the cannon of two or three of 
their batteries were spiked, and the Americans 
returned to tlieir quarters, the loss of both panics 
being nearly equal. At the close of the cam- 
paign, Fort £rie was abandoned, and the Ame- 
rican army crossed over to Buflfalo. Ripley's 
wound was very dangerous, and his sufferings 
were excruciating. He travelled by slow stages. 
and arrived at Albany, in February, 1815, ami 
finally recovered. As soon as the service per- 
mitted, Generals Dearborn, Bissel, and Major 
Porter, were appointed a Court of Inquiry, ami 
witnesses summoned, according to General Rip- 
ley's request. General Brown used every exer- 
tion to prevent the sitting of the court, but Gene- 
ral Ripley persisted in his request. ..However, to 
save the reputation of General Brown in public 
opinion, an order from the Secretary at war, by 
direction of the President of the United States 
was received in March, dissolving the court, and, 
iais a salvo for Ripley's wounded feelings, a Ma- 
jor-general's commission by brevet, was awarded 
him, bearing date the 25th of July, preceding 
tbe day on which the battle of Niagara was 
fought. Peace shortly after was announced, which 
caused a reduction in the army. Tbe General 
had not occasion to say entirelyi that republics 
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are ungrateful, whatever may have been the 
disposition of the Cabinet towards him, in award-^ 
ing to others undeserved honours. The Le- 
gislature of the State of Georgia, passed him a 
vote of thanks — that of New-iTork a vote of 
thanks, and a sword ; and the Congress of the 
United States, a vote of thanks and a gold medal, 
as ft recognition of his valuable services. On the 
redaction of the army, the voice of the public in 
his favour was such, that he was continued on the 

Eeace establishment ; although some others who 
ad spent their lives in their country's service, 
through intrigue and cabal, were thrown into the 
Tale of obscurity and private life. 

In his person he is tall, but well formed. His ' 
features are strongly marked, and his counte- 
nance open — his disposition mild. His versatile 
talents have gained him celebrity, alike in the fo- 
tvm, the field and the Cabinet, and should the 
harsh clangour of arms, again call him to the fields 
in his country's defence — this ptfSt lift warrants* 
the belief that be will do his country much mor^^ 
iervice. 



MAJOB-OENXRAL 

WINFIELD SCOTT, 

Virginia claims the honour of General Winfleld' 
Scott's birth. He was born in Dinwiddie coun- 
ty, near Petersburg, on the 13th June, 1785. His 
clAssic pursuits were closed in William and Mary 
College, Having undergone the probationary 
studies of the law, he settled in Petersburg, and 
commenced its practice in 1806, after he had at- 
tained his 21st year. However he may have been^ 
flattered with the prospects of success is imma^^ 
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terial. . After the affair of the Chesapeake in 1€07, 
he applied and received a Captain's commissioo 
in the regiment of light artillery raised by Coo- 
grebs, upon the enlargement of the United States' 
army, after that event. At Richmond late in 
the fall of 1808, Captain Scott, received the 
pay of his men for the months of September and 
October, as appeared by the pay-roll of his com- 
pany. Early in 1809, he embarked ander Colo- 
nel Parker, from Norfolk, for New-Orleans. AT- 
ter his arrival at his destination, he complained 
of the appointment of a Captain Bankhead over 
him*. His General informed him of the proper 
mode of redress, for which the Captain was 
very thankful. In the insipiency of the summer 
of the same year, he applied for, and obtained a 
furlough from General Wilkinson for 60 or 90 
days, to return to Virginia, having declared that 
it was his intention to resign, his only motive for 
entering the army being the spur of the occasion, 
in consequence of the Chesapeake affair. 

During this period he was engaged with a Dr. 
Claude, of Maryland, a Surgeon in the army, in 
an affair of a personal nature, and, however great 
he may have displayed^ personal courage amid 
the conffict of armies, he is said not to have mani- 
fested that cool intrepidity on this occasion so 
highly appreciated in the character of a knight- 
errant, in the days of ancient chivalry. 

As soon as Colonel Parker had a knowledge of 
Captain Scott's furlough by report, he applied to 
General Wilkinson to know its truth. The Gene- 
ral verified it. Upon this Colonel Parker re- 
marked to the General, that he hoped Captain 
Scott would settle with his men lor their two 
month's ^pay prior to his departure. Captain 
Scott having debarked for Virginia on furlough, 
his command devolved on Lieutenant John H« T. 
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JElstiS) to whom his compaoy preferred a formal 
complaint at Terra-au^Bceuf ; which with accom* 

«anying documents, was delivered to General 
T^ilkinsoo, in 1810. The letter of Lieutenant 
Satis is dated, July 9, 18iD. The certificate from 
the War Department verifying the pay-roll at 
^veo in by Captain Scott) is dated June 28,^ 1810. 
A number of the nonrcommissioned oflkers, musi* 
eiaos and privates, of the Captain's command 
nadeoath at Terre-au Boeiif theOth of July, 1809, 
that at no time had they ever receipted'any roM 
for pay. or recei ved' any. monies due tfaem from the 
United States, for their services djmring the months* 
af September and October, 1808*. 

On his arrival. at the seat of government, th# 
Captain obtained asi^ex-teniion of fiiriough, and did 
not re|oidi his company until the last monUi oratt«*> 
turon or the first of winter, foHowJi^, 

Dr. Upshaw, a Surgeoi^ in the aumy bad a d\C- 
fereace with Captain .Scott, prior to his departure 
to the Atlantic States^ and a personaf intem^iew of 
parties was prevented by a sick-bed which almost 
prostrated the Doctor at tbe thnesfaold of a more 
direful opponent; However, . the Doctor having 
vecovered^ after tbe return of Captain Scott, ha, 
upon aJLnowtedge of the Captain's delinaoeocy, 
preferred charges against him. A coui:t or inqui* 
ry was held, which resulted Snlhe call of a court* 
martmi. The court, after giving him. a full bear* 
jog, in consequence of ample testimony, found 
bim guilty in a qualified sense and sus^ndedhim^^ 
from command for twelve months. The conae- 
«meace of this, was (tn affair of honovr^ between- 
i;aptaiD Soottand Dr. l)psfaa«K» .Oii.thts occasion 
^he Captain is said to have behaTed as he did in a 
-similar afifair with Dr. Claode. 

Ahhowb tbe changes were (exhibited against » 
(Qwtaia 4oott» wtute.Gmeval iVUlkuuBoa command 

24* 
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ded oa the New-Orleans station, yet the <x>urt 
was held and the sentence made known while 
General Hampton was the superior officer. 

Captain Scott next appeared on the public 
stage in the character of a Judge-advocate, on 
the trial of Colonel Cushlng, in March, 1812. On 
this occasion he overacted his part in the persecu- 
tion of that officer, who had grown grey in ser- 
vice. As Judge- advocate, he prepared an ac- 
count of that trial and gave it for publication in 
the Analectic Magazine, before it had received the 
sanction of superior pow^r. 

Captain Scott^ left New-Orleans with General 
Hampton, in 1812, and having arrived at the seat 
of government, was appointed a Lieutenant-co-- 
lonel of the 2d regiment of artillery, under Colo- 
nel Izard, over the heads of men who had been 
from twelve to fifteen years in the service. The 
confirmation of this nomination in the Senate of 
the United States met with some opposition, and 
owed its success to Mr, Giles, a Senator from 
'Virpfinia* 

Early in the autumn, after his elevation. Colonel 
Scott repaired to the Niagara frontier of the Uni- 
ted States with two companies of his regiment, 
and took station at Black Rock. The first active 
service in which Colonel Scott was ever engaged 
with the enemies of his country was a brush with 
the British in consequence of th^ grounding of 
the Adams under the guns of the British batteries, 
after her capture from the enemy by Captain 
Elliot of the navy, assisted by Captain Towson of 
the United States' artillery, on the 9th of October. 
In the unsuccessful invasion of Canada on the Ni- 
agara frontier, under Major-general Van Renn- 
selaer. Lieutenant-colonel Scott was taken prison- 
er, with 139 of his regiment, when valiantly con« 
tending against a superior force on* Queeustowa 
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Heights, and was sent as such to Quebec. A-^ 
bout a month after he embarked for Boston, on 
parole, and was regularly exchanged in January, 
1813. After his return to active service he joined 
General Dearborn in the character of Adjutant- 
general of the northern army. 

Major-general Dearborn, with hear 5000 men, 
no^ determined on attempting the reduction of the 
Peninsula on the opposite side of the straits. Of 
ibis, fort George was the bulwark. The necessa- 
ry arrangements having been completed, at one 
o'clock in the morning, May 27th, the whole army 
embarked on Lake Ontario, three miles east from 
Fort Niagara. It was arranged in six divisions 
of boats ; the first contained the advance guard 
tinder Colonel Scott. This was followed by Col- 
onel Porter with the field train, the brigades of 
Boyd, Winder, and Chandler, and a reserve un- 
der Colonel Macomb. 

Commodore Chauncey, with his squadron, fa- 
voured the descent, by the fire of his small schoo- 
ners ; and Captain Ferry, then serving under 
Commodore Chauncey, volunteered to conduct 
the divisions. In the discharge of this duty, he 
was present at every point where he could be 
useful, under showers of musketry, and rendered 
very essential services to the adirance guard, which 
be accompanied nearly to its point of attack. 

At nine in the morning. Colonel Scott effected 
his landing, in good order, under a heavy fire of 
musketry and artillery, about a mile and a quar- 
ter from the village of Newark, and the same dis- 
tance west of the mouth of the Niagara. He form- 
ed his line on the beach of the lake, covered by 
a bank of twelve or fifteen feet in height, which 
served as a parapet against the enemy's fire. — 
This bank was to be scaled against the bayonets 
of the enemyi who bad now drawn up his forces 
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1500 Strong, immediately on its brow. Tbev 
were soon driven from their ground by a brisk 
and vigorous charge, but rallied, and look « se- 
cond position behind a ravine, at a little distance. 
A short action ensued, which ended in the total 
rout of the enemy at every point. During the 
last five minutes, noyd had landed in the rear of 
the advance guard, and a part of his brigade par- 
ticipated in the action. Colonel Scott pursued 
the rout as far as the village, where he was joined 
by the 6th regiment, under Colonel Miller ; from 
thence the enemy was closely pressed at a distance 
of five miles up the river, until Scott was recidled 
from the pursuit by order of General Lewis. As 
the American troops approached towards Fort 
George, it was perceived that the garrison were 
in the act of abandoning the work. Two conpa* 
Dies were instanily detached from the head of the 
pursuing column, to prevent this movement, and 
some prisoners were made. They were at the dis- 
tance of about eighty paces from the fort, when 
'one of its magazines blew up with a dreadful ex- 
plosion. The front gate was instantly forced by 
the Americans ; Scott was the first to enter, and 
took with his own hands the British flag yet wa- 
ging over the works. At the same time Captains 
Hiadsman and Stockton snacbed away the match* 
es which had been applied by the retreating gai^ 
vison to three other magazines* 

In these several affairs, the total Ibss of the 
Aimerican army, in killed and wounded, amounted 
iX} 120, of which 89 were of Colonel Scott's com- 
-ttaml ; 107 of the enemy were killed at the point 
x>f ascent from the bank, and the whole number 
jof prisoners was 264. 

On being promoted to a regiment, Colonel 
Scott resigned the office of Adjutant-general) ia 
^Oe month of Jidy, iai3» 
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. It had been determined, as all our readers well 
remember, to collect a large force at . Sackctt's 
Harbour, with a view to an enterprise against 
ICingston or Montreal, towards the close of the 
campaign. The force under General Wilkinsoa^ 
accordingly embarked at Fort George on the 2d 
of October, and proceeded down the lake. Col« 
onel Scott was left in command of a garrison of 
some seven or eight hundred men, regulars and 
militia, for the defence of Fort George., The 
British army, in the meanwhile, remained inac- 
tive in the position which it held for some tirne,' 
at the distance of four miles from the fort, until 
October 9tfa, when General De Rottenburg sud-. 
denly broke up his encampment, and retreated to« 
Burlington Heights, a distance of 53 miles, aban- 
doning the whole Niagara frontier. During the 
seven days in which he was kept in suspense by. 
the threatening aspect of De Kottenburg, Colo- 
nel Scott made the greatest exertions to strength* 
en bis defences. The enemy, however, did noi 
think it prudent to attack him. 

Colonel Scott was accordingly relieved in the 
command of Fort George, by Brigadier-general 
lI*Clure of the New-York militia, and mai*cbed 
his garrison towards Sackett's Harbour, to join, 
the expedition under General Wilkinson, which 
fms then preparing to descend the St. Lawrence*. 
After a forced march of nineteen diays, through, 
rain and mud, during the whole of which time 
the son was not visible for twelve hours, he learn- 
ed upon his arrival in the neighbourhood of Sack- 
ett's Harbour, that the expedition had already ta- 
ken its departure. He therefore left his column, 
and by a forced effort ^ two days and one nighty 
came up with the army, and joined it just above 
Ogdensburgh and Prescott. He was assigned to 
the command of a battalion in the corps (Pelite 
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the first brigade being ten hours in advance, and 
toolc a position a mile and a half above Chippe- 
iva, having a small stream immediately in front, 
beyond which lay an extensive plain ; its right 
rested on the Niagara, and left upon a wood. — 
From this the British, Indians and militia annoyed 
the pickets, until Brigadier-general Porter, with 
his command of militia, volunteers, and friendly 
Indians drove them back upon Chippewa, where 
he met the whole British column, in order of bat- 
tle, advancing to the attack. General Porter's 
light troops soon gave wavj in spite of his person- 
al gallantry. The cloud which arose, and the 
heavy firing, apprised General Brown of the ap-' 
proach of the main body of the British. It was 
now five o'clock in the afternoon, when Scott was 
advancing with his brigade, to drill on the very 
ground on w;hich the action had been fought. On 
the inarch, he met General Brown, who passed on 
to put the reserve in motion. When Scott's bri- 

gade arrived at the bridge over the stream, two 
undred paces in front of the camp, the enemy 
was discovered already in order of battle on the 
plain, supported by a heavy battery, within point- 
blank shot of the bridge. Under a heavy fire of 
artillery. General Scott passed the bridge with 
some loss, and formed his line ; the first and se- 
cond battalions, under majors Leavenworth and 
M'Neil, formed to the front, parallel to the enemyi 
and opposite to his left and centre : the third bat- 
talion, under major Jessup, broke off to the left^ 
and advanced to the front in column to attack the 
enemy's right wing, which rested on a wood. 
Towson's battery took a position on the right of 
our army, resting on the river. General Scott 
lOon perceived, that although there were no inter- 
vals in the British line, yet their right wing far 
outflankad bis lefi. This caused the movemeat 
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8Ch regiment, 450 strong. The 100th regiment, 
^ivhich was on the left of the British line, command** 
• ed by the Marquis of Tweedale, late aid-de«camp 
io iJord Wellington, brought into action 700 men« 
He paraded the next day but 264« The other re« 
^ments engaged^ suffered proportionably. 

General Porter's command, was not engaged 
-^ter their retreat ; the whole action was subse- 
quently sustained by Scott's brigade, which in^ 
eluding Towson's artillery, consisted elf but l^dM 
.nien*fit for duty; 150 were on the different guards 
and pickets, and not in the action : the American 
force, actually engaged, did not exceed 1,200 
men. 

Two days after the action, the army passed the 
Chippewa ; it lay at ^ueenstown for two weeks, 
port of the time within gun shot of the forts at the 
flaoath of the Niagara, then recrossed the Cbip'* 
pewa, and encamped at its mouth on the 24th July. 
On Uie 25th of July, Major Gen. Brown, unappri- 
sed of the arrival of Ueut. Gen. Drummond's 
army from Kingston and Prescott, and. bis junc- 
tion with Riall, received false information, (at the 
time accredited,) that General Riall had detached 
a large body of troops- across the Niagara to 
LewistowB, as was supposed, to seize or intercept 
the baggage and stores wbich were at Schlossher, 
and on the road thither. General Brown thought 
to divert the enemy from his oljject by recalling 
his attention to his own posts at the mouth of the 
Niagara. Brigadier-general Scott consequently 
was ordered to march rapidly upon Queenstown, 
and the order was promptly executed. The 
whole force under his immediate command, con- 
nsted of four small battalions under Colonel Bra- 
dy, and Majors Jessup, Leavenworth, and M'Neil, 
with Towson's company of artillery, in all~ 920 
men ; the pickets and guards of the brigade being 
VOL. II. 25 
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left behind, were not included. To these were 
added Harris's troop of liglit dragoons and some 
mounted Tolanteers, making an aggregate of 1050 
men. With this force, Brigadier^general Scott 
marched from the camp; the enemy were soon 
discovered, and reported to Ms^or->general Browu* 
At nearly three miles irom the camp, and just io 
the vicinity of the cataract of Niagara, Scott learn- 
ed that the enemy was in some force directly in 
front, a narrow piece of woodland alone intercept-^ 
ing them from his view. This proved to be the 
advance corps of Drummond's army, then in 
march to attack the American army in its position 
at Chippewa. On a closer reconnoitre, this ferce 
was found to be drawn up on a ridge, running out 
at right angles from the Niagara. Notwithstand- 
ing their superiority of number. General Scott 
resolved on the attack. Waiting only to commu* 
nicate this information to the commanding Gener- 
al, he advanced upon them, and by the time the 
message was delivered, the action had been com- 
menced, and had already become close and ge- 
neral, some time before the remainder of the divi- 
sion crossed the Chippewa. 

The enemy had already 1500 men in line ; the 
remainder of Drummond's army were on their 
march from Fort George, and arrived successively 
at intervals of fifteen and twenty minutes. Of 
the line in view, the left rested on the road, be- 
tween which and the river was a space of 200 
pac^s in breadth, covered bv woods. Major Jes- 
Mup^ sustained by Colonel lirady, was ordered te 
penetrate this wood, and turn the enemy's left 
wing. The action now opened in front, on the 
part of Scott's artillery and his two remaining 
battalions. The dragoons were not engwed on 
either side. The enemy, finding that he mr out- 
flanked on his right, threw forward two battalions 
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to- take our army on the left. These were prompt- 
ly beaten out of the field ; at the same mpnient 
the action was desperately contested in front by 
Towson and Colonel Brady, whilst Jessup com- 
pletely succeeded in turning the enemy^s left, ta- 
king prisoner Major-general RialP and several 
other officers on the rear, and then charged back 
through the enemy's line, cutting olT d portion of 
that wing, aiad showing himself again to bis own 
army inva blaze of fire. The action, which had 
commenced half an hour before sun-set, had now 
lasted until about half after eight. The enemy's 
right wing had been beaten out of the field, his 
left turned and cut ofi*; his centre alone remained 
firm, resting on a height considerably above the 
general elevation of the ridge, and supported by 
Dine pieces of artillery. But fresh battalions were 
joining the enemy every instant firom below. 
Such was the state of the action, when Major-ge- 
neral Brown arrived with the reserve, after the 
battle had thus raged for an hour and forty mi- 
nutes. The remainder of the action, after Gener- 
al Brown had assumed the command, cannot be 
better related than in his own words. ^' Appre- 
hending," says he, '' that Scott's brigade was much 
exhausted, and knowing that it had suffered se- 
verely, I determined to interpose a new line with 
the advancing troops-, and thus disengage it and 
hold its brigade in reserve. Orders were accord- 
ingly given to General Ripley. The British ar- 
tillery occupied a hill, advantageously, which was 
the kev to the whole position. It was supported 
by a line of infantry.- To secure the victory, it 
was necessary to carry the artillery, and seize the 



* Captain Ketchum of the 25th, was the officer who 
teok General Riall personally. 
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beigbt. The duty wds assigned to Colonel MilTer, 
who advanced steadily to bis object, and carried 
the height and the cannon. General Ripley 
brought up the 23d to his support, and the enemy 
disappeared from before them. The enemy ral- 
lying his forces, and, as is believed, having receiv- 
ed reinforcements, now attempted to drive ns 
from our position, and regain his artillery. Our 
line was unshaken, and the enemy repulsed. Two 
other attempts, having the same object, had the 
same issue. General Scott was again engaged io 
repelling the former of those ; and the last I saw 
of him on the field of battle, he was near the head 
of his column^ and giving to its march a direction 
that would have placed him on his enemy's right 
Having been for some time wounded, and beiag a 
good deal exhausted by loss cff blood, it becaane 
my wish to devolve the command on General 
Scott, and retire from the field : bnt on erniniring, 
I learned that he was disabled by wounds : I there-* 
fore kept my post, and had the satisfaction to set 
the enemy's last effort repulsed.'* 

General Scott was finally disabled by a wound 
from a musket ball through his right shoulder, 
which be received about half past ten, just before 
the final close of the action, tie had been wound* 
ed two hours before, in the left side, had lost two 
horses, killed under him, and his aid, Lteutenant 
Worth, and his Brigade-major, Smith, had both 
been wounded by his side. The total loss of his 
brigade was 490 in killed and wounded, out of 
920, including more than 30 officers. 

The conduct of General Scott in this battle, is 
said to have displayed more of bravery than of 
prudence. — Time alone can develop the truth of 
the assertion. 

^On the day in which this action took place. 
Brigadier-general Scoti was appointed, by the 
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reiident, a Major-general by breret. Hit wounds 
ymrere for some time exceedingly painful and dan« 
S^rouSi and obiieed him to retire for a time from 
active service. As soon as he was convalescent, 
l)e was appointed to the command of the tenth 
military district, where be was stationed. Beside 
liis military ruakf be has received many testimo-* 
xiisils of respect : among which are a voteof tbanlcsi 
and a medal, from Congress ; a sword presented 
by the citizens of his native place, Petersburg ; a 
sword and a vote of thanks irom the Legislature 
of Virginia ; and his name has been given to a new 
county of that state. In addition to these civil 
honours, he received a literary one from Prince- 
ton College, which was conferred in a very flatter^ 
ing maimer. 

He repaired to Baltimore and assumed hifrcom>- 
mand a short time afler the enemy bud retreated 
firom before that city. He was received with 
much distinction. General Smith, of the Maryland 
militia, the hero of Mud Fort, in the revolutiona- 
ry war, who commanded during the attack on 
that place, immediately resigned. It was thoiji^ht 
by the inhabitants, that General Scott had riot 
treated him, on his arrival, with that respect that 
delicacy and politeness required-^At least such 
was the reason assigned at the time, for General 
Smithes resigmtion* AAer peace was restored, on 
the reduction of the army^ General Scott was re- 
tained in the service, over the beads of men who 
had grown grey in service* Having obtained a 
furlough, be visited England and France, and on 
bis return, be was appointed to command, witbbis 
head-quarters at Philadelphia, and afterwards 
transferred' to New- York, where be at present re- 
mains. He married a lady, of Virginia, of one of 
the first families of his native state. The General 
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is rising six feet in lieight, attd tall aad slender m 
bis person. 

He is accused of proneness to intrigae^ and is 
said to have derivea much of his fame and milita- 
ry consequence from that circumstance. Wlielher 
he merits the exalted rank he now holds, or the 
charge alleged against him by his adversaries, 
time onlj can determine. His present biographer 
is averse to every species of flattery, and can only 
speak of him from the materials laid before die 
public eye, as he is not intimately acquainted 
with his private history. 



CAPTAIN 

HULL 



Was bom at Derby, in the state of Connecticut, 
about ten miles from New^Haven. Having receiv- 
ed a school education, he adopted the profession 
of a seaman, in which he afterwards became mas- 
ter of a vessel. He was in this situation at the first 
establishment of the navy, and* at that time, re- 
ceived the appointment of a lieutenant. He aJ* 
vrays ranked high as an excellent seaman, an at* 
tentive and vigilant officer. It is only since the de-^ 
<$laration of the war with Great Britain, that Cap- 
tain Hull has become an object of public attention 
by two brilliant exploits ; the one exhibiting an 
instance of admirable skill as a seaman, and the 
other, of his gallatitry as an officer. 

Leaving Chesapeake Bay on the 12th of July, 
1812, in the Constitution, of forty-four guns, he, 
on the 17th, fell close in with a British squadron^ 
consistingof cbe ship of the line^ four 
brig and a schooner, the nearest frigate 
gun-shot. It was a dead calm, and the only head- 
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vay to be made was by towing. The enemy at- 
tached all his boats to two frigates, and by so do* 
>»& gained on the Coastitutipn, so as to bnng some 
of his bow guns lo bear on her. In this situation 
they continued all day, the Constitution occasion- 
ally firing her stern chasers ; and it was not until 
the next morning that a light breexe enabled her 
to escape from an enemy so much superior in 
Ibrce, as to render a contest desperate. The 
whole chase lasted sixty hours, and during all that 
time the gallant crew remained at their stations 
without a murmur. Nothing can evince a more 
decided superiority of activity 'and skill on the 
part of the Americans, than this extraordinary es- 
cape from two frigates towed by the boats of a 
squadron of seven vessels. It is related on good 
authority, that the enemy himself expressed his 
SMlmiration of the skill with which Captain Hall 
manoeuvred his vessel and effected his escape. 

The public notice taken of this affair, and the 
praises bestowed on Captain Hull, induced him, on 
arriving at Boston, to insert the following card in 
the books of the Exchange Coffee*House* 
. ** Captain Hull finding that his friends in Bos* 
too are correctly informed of his situation when 
chased by the British squadron off New-York, and, 
that they are good enough to give him more cred* 
St for having escaped it than he ousht to claim, 
. lakes this opportunity of requestii^ tnem to trane- 
ler their good wishes to Lieutenant Morris and the 
other brave ofiicers, and the crew under his com^ 
mapd, for the very great exertions and prompt 
attention to his orders^ while the enemy were m 
ebase. Captain Hull has great pleasure in say- 
ing, that notwithstanding the length of the chase, 
and the officers and orew being deprived of sleep, 
and allowed but little refreshment during the time» 

B(Ot a nucpnff was heasd; to escape them*.'' 
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On the nineteenth of August, 1812, Capt»» 
Hull, with the same vessel, the same officers^ and 
the same crew, fell in with a large frigate, wbick 
struck to him after a close action of thirty minutes^ 
She proved to be his Majesty's ship Guerrierer 
rated at thirty-eight guns, and carrying fifty ; 
commanded by Captain J. R. Dacres, who some 
time before had politely endorsed on the register 
of a merchant ship, an invitation to Captain Hull 
to give him a meeting of this kind. We give the 
particulars of the action in his own words. 

United States^ frigate Constitution^ eff 
Boston Light, Jiugust 30, 1812. 

Sir-— I have the honour to inform you, that ob 
the 19th instant, at two P. M. being in latitude 41, 
42, and longitude 55, 49, with the Constitution 
under my command, a sail was discovered from 
the mast«head, bearing e. by s. or e. s. j^ but 
at such a distance we could not tell what she wa& 
All sail was instantly made in chase, and soon 
found we came up with her. At 3 p. m. could 
plainly see that she was a ship on the starboard 
tack, uuder easy sail, cl6se on a wind ; at half 
past three p. m. made her out to be a frigate ; 
continued the chase until we were within about 
three miles, when I ordered the light sails to be 
taken in, the courses hauled up, and tbe ship clear- 
ed for action. At this time the chase bad backed 
his main top-sail, waiting for us to come down. 
As soon as the Constitution was ready for action, 
i bore down with an intention to bring him to 
close acdoa immediately, but on our coming witii- 
in gun- shut, she gave us a broadside, and filled 
away, and wore, giving us a broadside on the oth^ 
er tack, but without effect ; her shot falling short. 
She continued wearing and manceuvring for about- 
three quarters of an hour, to get a raking position^ 

but finding she could aot^ dhe bort up, mmI n» 
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vinder her top^sails and jib, with the wind on the 
€]uarter. I imnoediately made sail, to bring the 
ship up with her, and five minutes before six p. m. 
1>eing alongside witlpin half pistol shot, we com- 
menced a heavy fire from all our guns, double 
shotted with round and grape, and so well direct- 
ed were they, and so warmly kept up, that in fif« 
tc^n minutes bis miten^mast went by the board, 
and his main yard in the slings, and the hull, rig- 
ging and sails very much torn to pieces. The fire 
w&s kept up with equal wmrmth for fifteen minutes 
longer, when his roaio-mast and fere-mast went, 
taking with them every spar, excepting the bow* 

Srit. On seehig this we ceased finng, so that in 
irty minutes after we got fairly alongside the en«> 
emy, she surrendered, and had not a spar stand- 
ing, and her hull below and above water so shat- 
tered, that a fefw more broadsides must have car- 
jried her down. 

After informing you that so fine a ship as the 
Guerriere, commanded by an able and experienc- 
ed officer, had been totally dismasted, and othet^- 
wise cut to pieces so as to make her not worth tow- 
iog into port, in the short space of thirty minutes, 
you can have no doubt of the gallantry and Mod 
conduct of the officers and ship's company I nave 
the honour to command. It only remains with 
me to assure vou, that they all fought with great 
bravery ; and it gives me great pleasure to say, 
that from the smallest boy in the ship, to the old<« 
est seaman, not a look of fear was seen. They 
all went into action, giving three cheers, and re- 
questing to be laid close alongside the enemy. 

Enclosed I have the honour to send you a list 
of killed and wounded on board the Constitution, 
and a report of the damages she has sustained ;, 
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also a list of the killed and wounded on board the 
enemy, with his quarter bill, &c. 

I have the hounour to be, 
with very great respect. 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC HUL.L.. 
The Honourable Paul Hamilton^ Esq. 

Return of killed and wounded on board the 
United States' frigate Constitution, Isaac Hull, 
Esq^ Captain, in the action with his Majesty's ship 
Guerriere, James R. Dacresi Esq. Captain, on 
the 20th*day of August, 1812. 

. . Killed. 

William S. Bash, first Lieutenant of marinea. 
Jacob Sage, Robert Brice, John Brown, James 
Head, Caleb Smith, James Ashford, seamen. 

Wounded. 

Charles Morris, first Lieutenant, dangerously* 
John C. Aylwin, master, slightl}% Richard Dudu, 
teaman,* dangerously. George Reynolds, Daniel 
Lewis, Owen Taylor, ordinary seaman, danger* 
ously. Francis Mullen, marine, slightly. 

Recapitulation. 

Killed. — One Lieutenant of marines and six sea* 
men — ^Total killed, 7. 

Wounded. — ^Two ofiicers, four seamen, and one 
marine — Total wounded, 7. 

Total killed and wounded, 14. 

The loss on board the Guerriere is stated to be 
15 killed, 62 wounded, and 24 missing. 

Since the affair of the Guerriere, Captain Hull 
was employed in superintending (he building of a 
seventy-four at Portsmouth, N. H. Captain Hull 
married a lady of Connecticut. He is an able of- 
ficer, a good disciplinarian, and an honour to the 
American service, m which he still continues. 
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COMMODORE 

JOHN BODGEBS, 

Was bomiQ Hartford county, Marylaad, about 
the year 1765, of which his father was a respecta- 
ble citizen. He was bred to the sea, and even in 
the Revolutionary war, although a youth, he rose 
before its termination, to a respectable rank in the 
American navy* From the peace of 1783 to the 
establishment of the navy, he was a commander of 
various vessels in the merchant service. After the 
determination of the United States government 
to create a Naval establishment, be was among the 
first appointed to command. 

In August, 1803, he commanded the frigates 
New- York and John Adams, (being the senior 
Captain) with the title of Commodore, and assist- 
ed Commodore Preble in inducing the Emperor 
of Morocco, whose conduct had assumed a hostile 
attitude towards the United States, to restore the 
American vessels and other property then c«^ptur- 
ed or detained, and to compel hir.% to renew the 
former treaty which existed betwen the two gov- 
ernments. He then returned, according toorders, 
with his command, to the United States. During 
the calm of years which succeeded the Barbary 
warfare, nothing occurred to bring the Commo- 
dore on the public stage until the affair of the 
Little Belt. Pursuant to his instructions. Com- 
modore Rodgers, commanding the United States' 
frigate President, sailed on the 10th of May, 1811, 
from Annapolis for New-York. About midday 
on the 16th, within six leagues from land, be des- 
cried a sail to the eastward, standing towards 
him. The Commodore supposed her to be the 
Britbb frigate Guerriere, which it was siipposed, 
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had a few days before, impressed a boy from oa 
board an American bri^, off Sandy Hook. He re- 
solved to speak her and induce, if possible, her com- 
mander to restore the lad to his nation and to his 
freedom. Although Captain Rodgers savr at hall' 
past three that the President was gaining on the o- 
ther it was not until it was too dark when the Presi- 
dent came up with her, to discover to what nation 
she belonged, as she displayed no colours. The 
con^ct of the commander of the strange vessel 
led to a rencontre, (be having refused to answer, 
when hailed, and fired upon the President) in 
which he lost 9 men killed and 22 wounded — clay- 
ing by her all night to afford assistance, the Com- 
modore at day break sent on board to learn what 
vessel she was and who was her commander, and 
at the same time to offer any assistance that migh^ 
be wanted. On the return of this officer, the Com- 
modore learnt that she was the British sloop of 
war Little Belt, Bingham commander, who de- 
clined receiving any assistance. The account 
I'endered to the British government by the com- 
mander of the Little Belt, was in a strain of boast- 
ing and censare; but the modest narration of 
Commodore Rodgers, supported by his officers 
and men, obtained belief. None was killed on 
board of the President, and one boy only slightly 
wounded. The conduct of Rodgers was approved 
by the American government, and the British ca- 
binet had approbated on former occasions, con- 
duct of her own officers, too in&mous to take any 
notice of this affair. Affairs, however, between 
the United Stated and Great Britain were drawing 
to a crisis. The British aggressions on the neu* 
tral rights of the United States were not redressed 
— remonstrance was unavailing. The violation of 
the municipal laws of the American government 
^as encoqraged by Great Britain, who publicly 
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contemned every right which appertained to the 
United States as a neutral nation. She bad car- 
ried on against them for some years, a war in dis" 
^uise, and the Congress of the United States, as a 
dernier resort, was obliged on the 18th of June, 
1 312, to authorize a defensive warfare. This was 
formerly done, and on the 21st of the same month 
the frigates President, (Commodore Rodgers) Con- 
l^ress, and brigs Hornet and Argus, sailed from 
New-York in quest of a British fleet of merchant- 
men, which had sailed from Jamaica for England 
the preceding month. The Commodore learnt 
that this fleet, under convoy, had passed four days 
before, and the American squadron crowded all 
sail for the pursuit. Commodore Rodgers, how- 
ever, the next day was induced to alter his course, 
in consequence of the appearance of the British 
frigate Belvidere, to which he gave chase. The 
British Captain outsailed the Commodore by start- 
ing his water-casks, cutting away hisanchors, and 
throwing overbbard whatever he could spare, and 
escaped. In the pursuit, one of the President^4 
chase guns bur^t, and killed and wounded 16 of 
tier men. Among the wounded was the Commo- 
dore himself, whose leg was fractured. In the fir- 
ing from the President, the Belvidere had one mani 
killed and six wounded from the first shot. The 
Commodore gave up the chase and put into Boston, 
from whence he again put to sea on the 8th of 
October, in the President, accompanied by the 
frigates United States and Congress, and brig Ar- 
gus. On the 13th, the frigate United States and 
brig Argus parted from the President and Con* 
t;ress in a gale. 

On the I5th, the President and Congress cap- 
tured the British Packet Swallow, having on 
hoard specie to the amount of ^200,000, and gold 
dust supposed to be worth $100^000. This prize 
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arrived safe into an American port, and the pro- 
perty was deposited in one of tlie I3ank8, carrit J 
in several wagons, under a naval escort. On \\r' 
31st, they captured a South Sea ship, laden ^iii. 
oil. The Galatea British frigate, which convo\ • 
ed her and another, was chased, but escaped hv 
means of a heavy fog. The Nymph frigate wa* 
afterwards described and given chase to, but es- 
caped under cover of night. In this cruise the 
frigates President and Congress traversed more 
than 8,000 miles, and no other opportunity offer- 
ed their commanders to try their prowess than 
those enumerated. They returned to Boston, 
much chagrined, in consequence, on the last day 
of December, 1612. 

The Commodore remained on shore until the 
23d of April, 1S13, when he again put to sea from 
Boston, in the President frigate, accompanied l>v 
the Congress, Captain Smith, and cleared Pre- 
sident Roads on the 30th of the same month. In 
this his third cruise after the declaration of hos- 
tilities, he met with no vessel of equal force to 
contend with. He visited the coast of Bei^cr.. 
Norway, Shetland Isles, and returned to New- 

I)ort, Rhode-Island, on the 23d of September. — 
in this cruise, he captured twelve vessels, the crew* 
of which amounted to 371 persons. In his absence 
from the United States, on this occasion, the burn- 
ing and sacking of Havre-de-'Grace, Maryland, 
took place under the command of the reuotnud 
Admiral Cockburn who never faced an equal foo. 
The dwelling of the Commodore and his mother 
shared the fale of the i^est of the inhabitants. Tlir 
Commodore was plundered of some of his Medi- 
terranean presents, received for his merits in tlie 
Barbary warfare. The schooner High Flyer, a 

f)rivatcer out of Baltimore, a remarkably fast sai- 
cr, had been captured and converted into a ten- 
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cfer, belonging to the British squadron on the 
iVew-England station. This vessel the Commo- 
dore had the good fortune to capture by decoyj 
on the 22d of September, off Rhode-Island, and 
obtain possession of the private signals of the 
British navy ; an^d it is somewat singular, if re- 
port be true, that the sword which the British 
Lieutenant commanding the High Flyer tender- 
ed to the Commodore on surrendering, was the 
Commodore's own sword, plundered from his 
house iu Uavre-de-Grace, during the disgraceful 
and barbarous expedition of Cockburn, and which 
had been presented him in Sicily, for friendly 
humane services to natives of that Island. 

After the chase of the British frigate Belvidere, 
the Commodore never could find a British fri- 
gate of equal force with his own, unaccompanied 
with a seventy-four. Although in three cruiser 
In search of the enemy, no opportunity present- 
ed itself to signalize himself in combat, yet 
from his unwearied exertions, he rendered bis 
country signal services, and his reputation stood, 
and yet stands, deservedly high in public estima- 
tion. 

At the attack on Baltimore, he, with his seamen, 
commanded Fort Covington, and with Commo- 
dore Barney's flotilla-men in the six-gun battery. 
These were the first, during the night bombard- 
ment, who descried and repulsed a body of the 
British 1250 strong, who in 50 boats, with muf- 
fled oars, under the mantle of darkness, had pass- 
ed FortM'Henry with scaling-ladders fur landing 
and attacking it in the rear. 

During the siege. Commodore Rodgers was in- 
defatigable in rendering all the aid he was capa^- 
ble of, for which he received public acknowledge- 
ments and various testimonials of respect, among 
which was a splendid service of plate. 
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On tbe return of peace, Congress constituted a 
board of Commissioners of the navy, to relie\'t 
the Secretary of liie navy from a part of his du- 
ties by which it was judged the public service 
would be benefitted. The Commodore was ap- 
pointed one of these and continues in tbe execu- 
tion of the duties assigned him. 
. In his person he is robust, very strong, well 
built, broad-shouldered, and has every appear- 
ance of the weather-beaten seaman. W. Pinck- 
Ticy, the Ambassador of the United States to the 
Court of Russia, is married to his sister. 



LIEUTENANT 

AUGUSTUS C. LUDLOW. 

The Biography of a young officer who has not 
arrived to chief command is generally barren of 
events which can attract public notice. The lim- 
ited sphere in which he must necessarily move 
precludes notoriety, until some signal event briiifrs 
him before the public. 

^ Lieutenant Ludlow was a native of Orant^e 
County, State of New-York, where his relatives 
reside. His mother united herself in a second 
marriage, to a Mr. W. Jones, a native of Ireland 
who followed the mercantile business. Youn;; 
Ludlow, after having received his education, a- 
dopted the profession of a seaman, and* very earlv 
entered a Midshipman in the United States' ser- 
vice, where, by his good conduct, he secured uni- 
versa! esteem and rose to the rank of first Lieu- 
tenant of the United States' frigate Chesapeake. 

T^e circumstance of the engagement between 
the British frigate Shannon and the U. S. frigate 
t^hesapeake, tbe 2d of June, 1813, which ended in 
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the capture of the latter vessel, more particularly 
belongs to the biography of her commander, Cap- 
tain Lawrence. Lieutenant Ludlow in the action 
was mortally wounded in attempting to repel the 
enemy's boarders, Sind died a few days afterwards. 
The Chesapeake having been carried into Hali- 
fax, Lieutenant Ludlow, in conjunction with his 
lamented commander, was buried with every mark 
of respect and honour due to a brave but unfor- 
tunate foe. Their remains were afterwards taken 
up,* brought to the United States, and interred at 
Isfew-York, amid the tears of relatives, friends and 
fellow-citizens, who paid thus their last tribute of 
affection to the mortal remains of departed worth 



CAPTAIN 

JAMES BIDDOLE, 

Is the son of Charles Biddle,. Esq. of PhilJadel- 
phia, and was born on the 18th of February, 1783. 
He was educated at the university of Penusylva- 
nia. He obtained a Midshipman's warrant in the 
year 1800— was on board of the Philadelphia fri- 
gate at the time she was taken by the Tripolitans, 
and suffered a rigorous confinement of nineteen 

months. 

At the conclusion of the peace with the Bashaw 
©f Tripoli, in which the release of prisoners was 
stipulated, Mr. Biddle returned to the U.. States 

♦ Mr. Crowninshield, of Salem,. obtained a flag for 
the purpose, and sailed for Halifax — Hfeving obtained 
the bodies of the deceased gallant officers, he return- 
ed to Salem, where every tribute of respect was paid 
to their remains, which were then delivered over to. 
Ihclr frienda and conteyed to New^York. 

26^ 
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vith Captain Bainbridge. They laaded at Nor- 
folk, and travelled thence by laod to Pbiladel* 
pbia, where they arrived in the month of Septum* 
ber, 1805. From this period, Mr. Biddle, who 
OB his release had been promoted to a lieutenan- 
cy, was engaged in various situations uatil the 
breaking out of the war with Great Britain. He 
cruised for some time in a gun-boat on the south- 
ern coast in company with the John Adams ; was 
employed iu surveying the harbour of Beaufort ; 
from whence he came to Philadelphia, where after 
residing some time with his family, he obtained a 
furlough, and made a voyage to China in a mer- 
chant ship. On bis return, be was employed un- 
der Commodore Murray in a flotilla of gun-boats, 
enforcing the Embargo. No other service than 
that of the gun-boats wtis, dui:ing this period, open 
to our officers, as the Chesapeake was the only 
frigate in comroissiofi. 

In the year 1809, however, the equipment of a 
number of vessels being authorized, and Commo- 
dore Bainbridge appointed to the President, Mr. 
Biddle was assigned as bis second Lieutenant.*— 
In consequence of there being no prospect of ac- 
tive service, Captain Bainbridge, in 1810, obtain- 
ed a furlough, and in consequence relinquished 
the command of the President. Lieutenant Biddle 
-was then ordered to take charge of the Syren from 
Philadelphia to Hampton Roads, where he joined 
the Constitution, Captain Hull. From thence, in 
expectation that there would be an affair between 
9t British frigate and the President^ he went on 
board the .latter vessel, which was short in her 
complement of Lieutenants. This expectation 
vas founded on the irritation then subsisting, on 
account of that disgraceful event which is known 
by the appellation of the affair of the Chesapeake. 
The President sailed soon aftec^ b^ met with, no 
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British frisrate. This vessel being laid up for the 
winter at New*London, Mr. Biddle maae a voy- 
age to Lisbon, and on his return carried out des- 
patches to our minister at Paris, where he remain-* 
ed nearly four months. 

Mr. Biddle returned to Philadelphia, and used 
various other efforts to get into active service, but 
though government was aware of his talents, and 
well disposed to grant his wishes, no opportunity 
occurred, until the arrival of the Wasp, Captain 
Jones, with despatches from our minister in France. 
She was deficient in the necessary number of oiS- 
cers, and an order was forwarded from the Navy 
Department for Mr. Biddle to join her as first 
Lieutenant. The Wasp proceeded to sea the 13th 
ef October, 1812, and six days after fell in with 
aix sail of British merchantmen, four of them 
mounting from sixteen to eighteen guns, and car- 
rying from forty to fifty men each. It was imme- 
diately determined to attack the sloop of war un* 
der whose convoy they were.* 

On taking possession of the Frolic, Captain Jones 
placed her under the orders of Lieutenant Biddle, 
who was directed to rig jury-roasts, in the room 
of her main and foremasts, that had gone over 
very soon after the action, and to make the best 
of his way to a southern port of the U. States. Be- 
fore they separated, however, they bad tlie misfor- 
lone to fall in with the Poictiers of seventy-fonv 

Suns, and as the situation of both vessels preclu- 
ed every hope of escape or resistance, both were 
iurrendered. The Captain and officers were car- 
vied to Bermuda, released on their parole after s 
abort detention, and returned in safety to the Uni- 
ted States. 
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* For particulars of the consequent engagement 
irilh iha FroliC} see page lOOi 
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On his being exchanged, Lieutenant Biddle 
was promoted to the rank of Master-commandaDt 
in the navy, and assumed the command of all the 
gun-boats that were stationed in the Delaware. 
He, afterwards, succeeded Captain Lawrence in 
the command of the Hornet, which vessel was at 
first intended to join the Chesapeake in a cruise 
against the British trade to the Canadas. On the 
capture of that ever unlucky vessel, whose destiny 
outweighed even the valour and the fortunes of a 
Lawrence, Captain Biddle, pursuant to subse- 
quent orders, joined the squaclron under Commo- 
dore Decatur, which was blockaded in the har- 
bour of New-London, by a superior force of the 
enemy, until the conclusion of the war. 

The squadron to which Captain Biddle belong- 
ed, remained in the harbour of New-London, in 
the hope of getting out to sea during the season 
of heavy gales y but when this had passed away, 
without affording any opportunity^ the two fri- 
gates were moored as high up the river as possi- 
ble, and dismantled ; Commodore Decatur and 
his crew being transferred to the frigate Presi- 
dent. When this arrangement had taken place, 
and the season favourable for the enemy to make 
an attack on those vessels, if they had such an in- 
tention, had passed away, Captain Biddle for the 
second time applied for, and obtained permission 
to attempt his escape in the Hornet. He succeed- 
ed in evading the British squadron, and joined 
a force at New- York, intended to cruise under 
Commodore Decatur, in the East-Indies. That 
officer went to sea in the President, on the 14tb 
of January, 1815, having the sloops of war Pea- 
cock, Captain Warrington, and Hornet, to con- 
voy the store-ship, which was not in readiness ta 
accompany them at that time. They did not get 
out until the 23d January^ and separated « few 
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days after, in consequence of the Hornet chasing 
a vessel, which, on being overhauled, proved a 
Portuguese. From this they proceeded singly 
for their first rendezvous, which was the Island 
of Tristran d'Acunha. 

On the morning of the 23d of March, at the 
moment the Hornet was preparing to anchor off 
that island, a sail hove in sight, steering to the 
northward, with a fine breeze, and disappeared in 
a few minutes behind a projecting point of land. 
The Hornet immediately made sail, and on clear* 
ing the point, discovered the same vessel, bearing 
down before the wind, when Captain B)ddle shor- 
tened sail, and hove to for her to come up with 
him. When the stranger got near, he began also 
to shorten sail, and took in his steering-sails very 
clumsily for the purpose of practising a deception 
as it afterwards appeared. He also came down 
stern on, in order, as the officers afterwards ac* 
knowledged, that the Hornet should not see her 
broadside and attempt to escape. The engage- 
ment cannot be better described than in the words 
of Captain Biddle's official letter. 

" At ih. 40m. p. M. says he, being nearly with- 
in musket shot distance, she hauled her wind on 
the starboard tack, hoisted English colours, and 
fired a gun. We immediately lufied to, hoisted 
our ensign, and gave the enemy a broadside.— 
The action being thus commenced,* a quick and 
well directed fire was kept up from' this ship, the 
enemy gradually shifting nearer to us, when at lb. 
55m. he bore up apparently to run us on board. 
As soon as I perceived that he would certainly 
fall on board, I called the boarders, so as to be 
ready to repel any attempt to board us. At the 
instant every officer and man repaired to the 
quarter deck, where the two vessels were coming 
in contact, and eagerly pressed me to permit 



s 
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tliem to board the enemy. But this I would not 
permit, as it was evident from the commence me at 
of the action that our fire was greatly superior, 
both in quickness and effect. The enemy's bow- 
sprit came in between our main -and mizen rig- 
ging, on the starboard side, which afforded him 
an opportunity of boarding us if such had been 
his design, but no attempt was made. There 
was a considerable swell on, and as the sea lifted 
us ahead, the enemy's bowsprit carried away our 
mizen shrouds, stern davits, and spanker-boom ; 

— -Tind he hung upon our larboard quarter. At this 
moment an ofiicer who was afterwards recognized 
to be Mr. M'Donald, the first Lieutenant, and the 

' then commanding officer, caHed out that they bad 
surrendered. I directed the marines and mus- 
ketry-men to cease firing, and while on the taflrail 
asking if they had surrendered, I received a 
wound in the neck. The enemy just then got 
clear of us, and his foremast and bowsprit being 
both gone, and perceivrne us wearing to give him 
a fresh broadside, he agam called out that he bad 
surrendered. It was^ with difficulty I could re- 
strain my crew from firing into him again, as he 
had certainly fired into us after having surrender- 
ed. From the firing of the first gun, to the last 
time the enemy cried out he had surrendered, it 
was exactly twenty-two minutes by the watch. 
She proved to be his Britannic Majesty's brig 
Penguin, mounting sixteen thirty-two pound car- 
ronades, two long twelves, and a twelve pound 
carronade on the the top-gallant fosecastle, with 
swivels on the capstan, and on the tops. She had 
a spare port forward, so as to fight both her long 
guns a side. She sailed from England in Sep- 
tember last. She was shorter on deck than this 
ship by two feet, but had greater length of keeJ, 
greater breadth of beam, thicker sides and higher 
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Ijiulwarks than this ship, was in all respects a re- 
markably fine vessel of her class. The enemy 
acknowledge a complement of 132, twelve of them 
supernumerary marines from the Med way 74, re- 
ceived on board in consequence of her being or- 
dered to cruise for the American privateer Young 
Wasp. They acknowledged also a loss of 14 
killed and 28 wounded ; but Mr. Mayo, who was 
in charge of the prize, assures me that the num- 
ber of killed was certainly greater." 

The Hornet had one killed and eleven wound- 
ed. Among the killed of the Penguin was Cap- 
tain Dickinson her commander, who is represent- 
ed to have been a deserving and favourite officer. 
Not a single round shot sjtruck the hull of the Hor- 
net, but her sides were filled with grape, and her 
sails and rigging much cut- The Penguin was 
so severely cut up, had lost so many of her spars, 
and those remaining were so crippled, that it was 
determined not to attempt to send her in, and she 
was accordingly scuttled. 

A few days after this action. Captain Biddle 
was joined by Captain Warrington, in the Pea- 
cock, accompanied by the ship Tom Bowline, and 
as the Hornet required hut few repairs, she was 
soon ready again for service. Having waited 
the appointed time at Tristan D'Acunha, without 
being joined by the President, they converted the 
Tom Bowline into a cartel, despatched her to St. 
Salvadore with the prisoners, and on the 12tb of 
April, set sail for the Cape of Good Hope. On 
the 27th, .they saw a strange sail, to which they 
gave chase, but did not approach near enough to 
ascertain what she was until the afternoon of the 
next day, when the Peacock, being the headmost 
vessel, made signal that she was a ship of the line, 
and an enemy. On this the Hornet tiauled upon 
a wind, and the enemy commenced a chase, which 
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IfAJOR-GENERAL 

HENRY DEARBORN 

Ts a descendant from one of the first settlers o( 
New-Hampshire, who emigrated from the county 
of Devonshire, in England. 

He received a medical education under the in*> 
struction of Doctor Hall Jackson, of Portsmouth, 
who was a distinguished Surgeon in the revolu- 
tionary army, and justly celebrated as one of the 
most able physicians which New-England has pro- 
duced. Dearborn was settled in the practice of 
physic at Nottingham-square in New-Hampshire, 
three years previous to the commencement of the 
revolutionary war^ where, with several gentlemen 
of the neighbourhood, he employed his leisure 
hours in military exercises ; being convinced that 
the time was rapidly approaching, when the liber- 
ties of his country must either be shamefully sur- 
rendered, or boldly defended at the point of the 
sword. 

This band of associates were determined to be 
prepared, and equipped^themselves for the last re- 
sort of freemen. 

On the morning of the 20th of April, 1775, no- 
tice by an express was received of the affair of the 
preceeding day at Lexington. He assembled with 
about sixty of the inhabitants of the town, and 
made a rapid movement for Cambridge, where 
they arrived the next morning at sunrise-shav- 
ing marched a distance of fifty- five miles in less 
than twenty-four hours. After remaining several 
days, and there being no immediate occasion for 
their services, they returned. It being determin- 
ed that a number of regiments should be immedi- " 
ately raised for the common defence. Dearborn 
VOL. II. 27 
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was appointed Captain, in the first New-Hamp- 
shire regiment, under the command of Colonel 
John Stark. Such was his popularity and the con- 
fidence of the people in hts bravery aad conduct, 
that in ten days from the time he received bis com- 
mission, he enlisted a full company, and joined the 
regiment at Medford, on the fifteenth of May. 
Previous to the battle of Bunker-Hill, he was en- 
gaged in a skirmish on Hog-Island, whither he 
had been sent to prevent the cattle and other 
stock from being carried ofi* by the British, and 
soon after took a part in an action with an armed 
vessel near Winnesimet Ferry. 

On the X morning of the glorious seventeenth of 
June^ information wa^ received that the British 
were preparing to come out from Boston, and 
storm the works which had been thrown up on 
Breed's Hill the night before by the Americans. 
The regiment to which he was attached jvas im- 
mediately paraded, and marched from Mystic to 
Charlestown Neck. 

Dearborn's company composed the flank guards 
of the regiment. They crossed the Neck under a 

falling fire from the firitish men of war, and the 
oatin^ batteries, and havipg sustained some loss, 
arrived at Bunker's-Heights. The enerov were 
landing on the shore opposite CoppVHilf, when 
Stark advanced and formed his regiment on the 
declivity of Breed's-Hill, in rear of a rail fence, 
which ran from the redoubt, commanded by the 
gallant Colonel Prescott, to Mystic riven The 
action soon commenced, and the Americans stood 
their ground until their ammunition was entirely 
expended. Dearborn was posted on the right of 
the regiment, and being armed with a fuzee, fired 
regularly with his men. 

In September, he volunteered his services to 
join the expedition of Arnold up Kennebeck ri- 
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ver, and ibroogh the wilderness to Quebec. He 
was pernriited to select a company from the New- 
Hampshire regiment for this arduous service. 
Thirty-two days were employed in traversing thre 
hideous wilderness, between the settleifnents on the 
Kennebeck and the Cbaudiere riter, during the 
inclement months of November and December, 
in which every hardship and fatigue of which hu- 
man nature is capable, was enoored indiscrimin- 
ately, bv the officers and troops, and a largie por- 
tico of them starved to death. On the bignlands, 
between the Kennebeck and St. Lawrence, the 
remnant of provisions was divided among the 
companies, w\io were directed to make the best 
of their way in seperate divisions to the settle- 
ments on the Cbaudiere. The last fragment of 
food in mOst of the companies was soon consumed, 
and Dearborn was reduced to the extremity of 
dividing hkftworite dog among bis suffering men* 
When they reached the Cbaudiere, from colds, 
extreme hardships, and want of sustenance, his 
'Strength failed him, and ho waa unable to walk but 
a short distance, without wading into the water to 
invigorate and stimulate his limbs. With great 
difficulty he reached- a/ poor* hut on the Cbaudiere, 
when be told his men he could accompany them 
no further, and animated them forward to a glo- 
rious discharge of their duty.. His company left 
him with tears in their eyes, expecting to see him 
no more. Dearborn was here seized with a vio- 
lent fever, during which his life was despaired of for 
ten days, being without medicine, and with scarce- 
ly the necessaries of common life. His fine constitu- 
tion at last surmouuted the disease, and as soon as 
he was able to travel, he proceeced to Point Levi 
in a sleigh— crossed over to Wolfe's Core, and 
made bis unexpected appearance at the head of 
bis company, a few days before the assault on- 
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Quebec. At four o'clock id the morniDg', on Ibe 
thirty-first day of December, 1775, in a severe 
SDOw storm, and in a climate that vies with Nor- 
way in tempests and intense cold^ the attack was 
commenced. Dearborn was attached to the corps 
under General Arnold, who was wounded early in 
the action, and carried from the field. Lieuten- 
ant-colonel Green succeeded in the command. 
They stormed the first barrier, and entered the 
lower town. Montgomery had already bled on 
immortal ground, and his division having made a 
precipitate and most shameful retreat, as soon as 
their General fell, the corps under Green was ex- 
posed to a sanguinary but unavailing contest. 

From the windows of the houses, which being 
constructed of stone, each was a castle, and from 
the tops of the parapets, a destructive fire was 
poured upon the assailants, which threatened in- 
evitable destruction to every one who should ap- 
pear in ^he streets. The American troops main- 
tained this desperate warfare until at last they 
were reduced to the necessity of surrendering in 
small parties. 

The whole corps led on by General Arnold, 
were killed or made prisoners of war. The offi- 
cers were put into rigid confinement, and ev^ry 
day were tauntingly tolcf, that in the sprint they 
tvouldbe sent to England, and hanged as rebels. 

In May, 1776, Majors Meigs and Dearborn were 
permitted to return on their parole. They were 
sent round to Halifax in the frigate Niger, and 
treated with the usual contumely and hateur of 
English officers. On their arrival at Halifax, they 
were put on board another ship of war, and 
the commander instructed, by General Howe, to 
land them in some port of New-England. After 
the ship had cruised with them on boaLd for up- 
wards of thirty days, during which period they 
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met m(h the groBsest insults, they were put on 
irtiore in Penobscot bay, from whence they pro^ 
Meded to Portland by land. 

In the fore part of the following March, Dear- 
born was exchanged, and appointed a Major tb 
the third New-H^mpsbire regiment, commanded 
by Colonel Aietandei* Scamin^l, and early in May 
lilrrived with the regiment at Ticondieroga. 

On the 6th of July, the post of Ticonderogti 
tiras abandoned, on th«» approach of General Bur- 

Siyne's army% tjeneral St. Clair retreated with 
e ibaki body of the troops^ by land, through 
Vermobt to Hiiddoa river, ii^ar Saratoga^ and doon 
after continued to retreat, until the army had 
^tossed the Mohawk, rlv^r^ o^ar its iunetlbn with 
the ({ndsoii,'. tivfcer^ cchisid^Mibte* r&d(bi*temebi8 
were met,' and. General Gatea assumed the coni- 
thtxid of th^ noltth^rii tartnjr* > 

Soon after thd capture of tke Brlti^ detdcb- 
ment under fiauro, at B«nriingt<in| by Gehieral 
Stai'k ; and the retreat of General St. Ledger iVotn 
ilirt Stanwiiy Gener&l^ Gsite^ Advatlced to meet the 
enemy, who wasenbamp^d de«ir Sarat6ga. Wheh 
the ^neuy arrived at BtUliVafer, a corps of light 
ibfanll*y w^^ foMdd, bj detacbtnentS-from tht» 
line, cdnsistiiig of fivll /fall ^onopf^nies^ tind the 
command giVeri to Btaj^r Dearbbrn, with orders 
from Generel Gates -to act in <:oncert with Colonel 
MorgSiri'^ f e^i^eftt of riHehieti^ which had joined 
the arnty a fe^ days previous. A strong positioh 
#as selected^ callcfd BemiVHeigtits, sind immedi- 
ately oecupled by iM Aiheticatf htm^. TM tifie^ 
iriett and Dearborn's co^rps ^f light InfAntry, eiH 
campedMn advance of ttia left.of the ttiu^ titiik 
TheBfttrsh artny bald tildvftrteed from feftratoea, 
ItM encamped ott the baftk of the river, witniti 
fkne liiilea of General Gates', position. 
. Qki the iterdhi^ of the 1 9th of Septettber^ the 

27* 
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New-Hampshire regiment, and was ordered to 
tlie frontier garrison at Saratoga during the CMn- 
paigti of 1782. In November he joined Chte army 
at Newbargb. 

After the American Independence was sMured, 
and acknowledged by the King of Great-Britain, 
Colonel Dearborn, with his companlonv in arms, 
who bad survived the fatigues, hardships and dan- 
gers of the war, returned to the pursuits of pri- 
vate life. 

In June, 1764, he removed from New- Hamp- 
shire to Kennebecic, in the district of Maine. In 
1787, he was elected Brigadier^general of the 
militia, and soon after appointed a Major-gene- 
ral.' President Washington appointed him Mar- 
shal for the District of Alaine in the year 1780. 
He was twice elected to represent the District of 
Kennebeck in the Congress of the United States. 

On the accession of Mr. Jefferson to the Presi- 
dency, he was appointed Secretary Of War, and 
continued in that office until March 1809, when he 
resigned and was appointed Collector fbr Boston, 
and in February 1812, lie received a commission 
as senior Major-general in the army of the United 
States. 

The shameful surrender of General Hull at 
Detroit, and subsequent unfortunate transactions 
€m the Niagara at Q,ueenstown Heights, frustra- 
ted the plans of the campaign of 1813. Notidtb- 
Manding these severe checks^ General Dearborn 
did not relax in activity ; for as soon as he bad 
Ordered his army into winder-quarters at Platts- 
burgh and Burlington, he wa!f Constantly employ- 
ed in recruiting the army, and making prepara- 
tions for opening the campaign early in the fol- 
lowing spring. 

Previous to the General's departure from Alba- 
fi^, in the monib of Februafyi 1813, b# had ofde^ 
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ed Geaerals Lewis and Boyd to the Niagara 
frontier, directing the former to prepare boats 
and scows, erect batteries, and make every ne- 
cessary arrangement for an attack and descent 
on Fort George* General Dearborn, after giv- 
ing these orders, repaired to LJtica and Whites- 
town, made there arrangements for the transpor- 
tation of troops down the Oswego to Sackett's 
Harbour, and gave the necessary direction rela- 
tive to all the military, stores for the ensuing eam- 
Saien. These accomplished, he proceeded to 
ackett's Harbour, agreeably to a plan of opera- 
tions which had been submitted to the considera- 
ation of the Secretary of War, and which was 
left to the discretion of Major-general Dearborn 
to carry into effect. 

The projected plan was to capture and destroy 
Little York ; thi^ would give Commodore Chaun-^ 
cey the command of the lake, render it impossible 
to furnish their troops and Indians with stores, 
and cut off all communications between Kingston 
and Maiden. 

The plan was disclosed at the harbour, only to 
Commodore Chauncey and General Pike. Gen- 
eral Lewis, then at the Niagara, was also advised 
of the movement, and ordered to be in readiness 
for an immediate attack on Fort George. After 
the capture of York, the troops were to be trans- 

Sorted to Niagara, and make an instant attack on 
'ort George. This being effected, the army was 
to have been transported back to Sackett's Har- 
bour ; from wheqce with an additional number of 
troops collecting by previous orders, they were to 
make an attack on Kingston in its rear ; while 
the fleet would batter the town, fortifications, and 
the fleet in front. 

With this system of operations in view, Gene- 
ral Dearborn sailed with 1600 men, as soon as 
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the ice permitted the fleet to \tBvt the Harbour 
York was taken 27th April, with all the stores n: 
the British army ; a ship of thirty guns bumu 
and the Duke of Gloucester, of fourteen ^n<. 
made a prize. The Earl of Moira bad previously 
sailed for Kingston. 

Upon the success of the first part of the expe- 
dition, General Dearborn sent an ex-press to in- 
form General Lewis what he had done, and to 
notify him of his intended arrival with tbe araiv 
at Fort Niagara, at which post the General arrir- 
ed a few days after ; when he l^rnt Chat Creneral 
Lewis was at Judge Porter's, opposite Niagara 
falls, fourteen miles from hb troops. Upon fur- 
ther inquiry, to the disppointmeot and mortiika- 
tion of General Dearborn^ it was further learnt, 
that no step had been taken by General Lewis to 
prepare for the contemplated attack. The batte- 
ries were not even commenced ; the boats •fiece^- 
•ary to make the descent were not fumidied. 
General Dearborn bad felt a previous attach- 
inent for General Lewis, and out of respect to 
him, transmitted a letter to the b'ecretary of War, 
in which the violent storms were assigned as a pub- 
lic reason for the delay of the movement, and 
postponement of the intended attack ; but lest 
improper advantage should be taken of this cir- 
cumstance, to the prejudice of General Dearborn, 
-(which afterwards proved to be the case,) another 
letter was transmitted, which particularly detailed 
the real causes of the delay. 

The General, thus circumstanced, knowing the 
enemy would be reinforced before the boats to be 
built would be in readiness to pass over the annVf 
desired Commodore Chauncey to return to Sack- 
ett's Harbour, and in the interim bring up Gene- 
ral Chandler's brigade. During this period, five 
batteries were erected above Fort Niagara, and 



AUUTAHY AND HAVAI« HEROES. 323 

the boats which had been commenced were or- 
dered to be finished with all expedition, and 
brought round to Four Mile Creek.; the last was 
effected, on the river under the fire of five of the 
eDemy's batteries, without any loss. 

Immediately on the return of the fleet with 
General Chandler's brigade, the General issued ^ 
an order which never has been published, ^' that 
on the next day the troops >houlg breakfast at two 
oVlock, strike tents at three, and embark at four 
o'clock." The situation and position of the coun- 
try had been previously obtained by spies, the 
place of landing designated, and the plan of attack 
delineated; which was submitted to Generals 
Lewis, Chandler, Winder and Boyd, and met 
their full approbation. 

Excessive fatiguet, and frequent exposures to 
storms, had produced a violent fever, which ten 
days previous to the attack on Fort George con- 
fined General Dearborn to his bed. The mor- 
ning after the general order.was announced for 
the attach, General Lewis called on him and said, 
it would be impossible for the enemy to be em- 
barked. General Dearborn then having some 
suspicions of the military character and energy of 
General Lewis, replied the attack should be made 
as ordered ; that he was prepared,^ and no further 
delay would be allowed. 

The morning of the attack General Dearborn 
was mounted on his horse, by assistance, before 
four o'clock, in opposition to the opinion of his 
physicians, and against the remonstrances of the 
officers of the staff. He rode to the place of em- 
barkation ; saw all the troops on board the fleet 
and boats : General Lewis, who bad the immediate 
command, noyr first ma^e his appearaneej and ex- 
pressed his great astonishment at the unexpected 
rapidity witbLwbtch this movement had been made* 
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This exertion had so exhausted General Dear- 
born, that he was taken from his horse, led to a 
boat, and conveyed on board the Madison. On 
his way to Four Mile Creek, Dr. Mann, Hospital 
Surgeon of the army, meeting General Dearborn, 
said to him, "I apprehend you do not intend to 
embark with the army. — ^The General replied, ** / 
apprehend nothingy sir ; I go into battle^ or perish 
in the attempt.'^^ 

From the first dawn of day, -and while the army 
was embarking, a most tremendous fire of hot shot 
and shells from Fort Niagara and the new erect- 
ed batteries, was opening on Foi't George, and 
continued until the block-houses, barracks and 
stores were enwrapped in flames, and the guns 
silenced. 

General Dearborn, from his great exertions, ad- 
ded to his ill state of health, was unable to support 
himself more than fifteen or twenty minutes on his 
feet at a time : but he was nevertheless frequently 
up, watching these interesting movements. The 
troops had all landed, when General Lewis, (^icAo 
ought to have preceded the reserve J still remained on 
board. His delay astonished General Dearborn, 
who, exercising his usual delicacy with him, merely 
suggested to him, whether he ought not to land, 
and then retired. Within twenty minutes Gene- 
ral Dearborn again came on deck, and finding 
General Lewis still on board, ordered him to land. 
The enemy now had fallen back between the vil- 
lage of Newark and Fort George. After General 
Lewis had landed, one hour and a half had passed 
away, and four thousand men formed in order of 
battle with a fine train of artillery, were seen 
standing still, while the enemy, not more than 
twelve hundred in number, was manoeuvring for a 
retreat. At this moment General Dearborn for- 
got his debility, and insisted on being carried on 
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shore ; but by the strong solicitations of those 
about him, was prevailed upon lo remain oa 
board ; and ia agony at the delay, sent his Depu* 
ty-adjutant-general, Beebe, to General Lewis^ 
with orders '^ to move instantly, surround the ene* 
my, and cut them up." General Lewis, even after 
this order, waited an hour before Generals Boyd, 
Chandler and Scott, with all their argumenta, 
could induce him to advance, and then only to the 
south side of Newark, perhaps three fourths of a 
mile from bis first position, where the line was again 
formed^ and continued^ until the enemy had retreated 
in the rear pf Fort Oeorge^ and took tlie route to 
Queenstown Heights. Colonel Scott, however, 
pursued the retreating broken army without or- 
ders three miles, and would not desist in his pur- 
suit, until four aids»de<amp of General Lewis had 
been despatched to order his return. Late in the 
day, the ship Madison moved up the Niagara riv- 
er in front of Fort George, where General Dear- 
born was taken on shore and carried to bis quar- 
ters much exhausted. Meeting with General 
Lewis he expressed his disapprobation of his con- 
duct, and ordered him to put the army in pursuit 
of the enemy at five o'clock in the morning. In- 
stead of which, he did not move until five o'clock 
in the afternooa. Upon his arrival at Queens- 
town Heights, he learnt the enemy had made a 
rapid movement towards the head of Lake Onta- 
rio, a few hours previous, by the Beaver Dam^ 
and sent back a report to this efiect. 

• Some cause, never distinctly explained, led to 
tlie retirement of General Dearborn from the 
command of the army. 

The tideof war had been changed by the cap- 
ture of York and -Fort George. Hitherto the 
arms of the United States had been disgraced* 
and accumulated disasters marked the events of 
VOL. II. 28 
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the preceding campaigns. An unioterropted se- 
ries of defeats had case a gloom o\'er the nation, 
which was at length dissipated by the splendid 
achievements of the army under the direction of 
General Dearborn. The prospects very likely to 
grow out of the matured plans of Dearborn, pro* 
mised such a continued success, as must drive the 
enemy into Lower Canada, and place the Aoieri- 
can flag over the posts of Kingston and Montreal. 
Some will have it, that envy or ambition led to the 
superseding of General Dearborn. Hints, in the 
shape of '^ extracts of letters from respectable offi" 
ccrs of the army," were circulated through the 
medium of the public papers, unfavourable to the 
military character of the General. These seem 
to have been totally disregarded by Dearborn, 
who placed full reliance on the knowledge he 
presumed the President had of his integrity', 
zeal, and devotion to the best interest of his cour* 
try : thus fortified, and fully conscious of the in- 
tegrity of his own heart, he smiled at the indica- 
tions of the impending storm which was hovering 
in the horizon for his destruction. The storm 
however at length broke over the General's head, 
and sent him from the army. The honour of con- 
<luering Canada was reserved for General Arm- 
strong. If the Secretary of war could have meant 
thus to have promoted any ulterior object of his 
own personal ambition, the disastrous movements 
of the army, under his guidance, caused those 
hopes to wither. 

On the morning of the 15th July, there was con« 
siderable agitation in camp in consequence of a 
report that Gen. Dearborn had received orders to 
retire from the command of the army at Fort 
George. This report, on inquiry, was found to 
foe well grounded } and General Boyd and all the 
ieJd officers immediately assembled and addres- 
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sed to the senior General warm and earnest soli^ 
ettation^ for bim to remain in command ; to wUcb 
he nade a suitable reply* 

At one o'clock, the officers repaired to head 
quarters, to take leave of their chief, who bad di- 
rected their successful efibrts in retrieving the han-> 
our of the American arms, and who bad been pre* 
sent with them in scenes of privation and dangen 
Tbere was no General ever gave siArmfir coun^ 
ienance to an army in the hour of aanger than 
General Dearborn. Disdaining to court popn*- 
hurity, be had ac<|^ired the confidence of every efr 
ficer, as fully appears by tb^ir unsolicited enpres^ 
•ions of it. 

On the sane day, the General look a mOiSt 
feeling and afiectionate leave of his brethren in 
arms ; he was accompanied to the Niagara by Ibe 
officers who had served so baj^ily under bim : eve- 
ry appropriate honour was paid to the departing 
chief, a sakte was fired from the ramparts of the 
fort, and a troop of horse received him on the op^ 
posite shore, and condueted^bim beyond Lewis's 
Tower. 

From Utica be addressed a letter, dated July 
24th, 1613, to the President of the United States. 
This letter was dictated by magnanimity and firm- 
aess ; it concludes with the following expressions : 
'' I shall never complain of being so disposed of, 
as the good of the service may require, bnt the 
manner of performing an act gives a character to 
the act itself, and considering the particular manner 
and time of my removal from command, I trust it will 
not be deemed improper to afford me the satisfac- 
tion of an inauiry, for investigating any parts of > 
my conduct, tnat may have been deemed impro- 
per, and on which my suspension from command 
may have been predicated." 
4 few days after be reached bis seati nRozbu^ 
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ry, his letter to the President was acknowledged, 
hi a reply, dated, August 8th, 1813. This rejrfy 
is full of esteem and affection^ yet holds out little, 
if any, prospect, that the inquiry, which the Gen- 
eral solicited, would be attended to : the Presi- 
dent concludes by observingj "I am persuaded 
that you will not lose in any respect by the effect 
ef time and truth." 

On the 17th ef the same month, General Dear- 
born again addressed the President in a letter in 
which he says, '^ To suspend an officer of my 
grade and situation in command, except by the 
sentence of a court-martial, or the opinion of a 
court of inquiry, is such a strong measure, as on 
general received principles, could duly be justified 
by the most unequivocal and outrageous miscon- 
duct of the officer; and I cannot permit myself to 
doubt but that on reflection, it will be considered 
proper to affi>rd me a hearing before a suitable 
military tribunal, previous to my being again or- 
dered on duty." 

Notwithstanding General Dearborn had re- 
quested not to be ordered on duty until his milita- 
ry conduct had been investigated by a competent 
military tribunal, a different course was pursued 
by the President. He received a letter from the 
War-department, dated 24th December, 1813, di- 
recting him to repair to New- York, and to take 
command of that post, as it was apprehended an 
attack might be made on that place by the enemy. 

The danger which menaced his country extin- 
guished every other consideration in the breast of 
this citizen, he repaired to New- York, and, from 
thence, reiterated his request, to be indulged by 
an inquiry into his past military conduct. Al- 
though this wish of the General was never effectu- 
ally attended to, yet it appears, that in a letter to 
bim from the Secretary of state, dated June 15th, 
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1814, he is promised, that he will be gratified by 
the inquiry he courts, ^ when h may be done 
without injury to the service.^' The Secretary, 
on this occasion, observses, *'My own idea ts 
that you require no vindication in the case allu- 
ded to ; that public opinioohas already done you 
justice." 

The high opinion the President entertained of 
the talents and integrity of General Dearborn, 
was sufficiently evinced by his nomination of tbe 
Ckneral to fill the important office of Secretary of 
war. This was not- acceded to by tbe Senate* 

After the nomination a number of tbe Senators 
waited on tbe President, and he then gave tliem 
fab opinion of General Deai^born, and explained 
to them the whole transaction, which had done^ 
so much injury to a faithful, xealous, patriotic 
and deserving officer. They were astonished) 
and said if this development had preceded tbe 
nomination, it would have been instantly con- 
firmed. 

General Dearborn was ^8ubsequently appointed 
Collector of the port of Boston, which office be 
taontiDuefl to fill. 



CAPTAIN 

JOHNSTON BLr^^^^t^^.^. 

Taie gentleman was -born near the viil^e of 
Seaford, in tbe county of Dowui luelandi in tbe 
month of October, 1781» When but two yaaj;s 
oM, be was brought to America, by his father, 
Mr. John £lakeleyi who, after a few mpoibflr^si- 
dmce ki Philadelphia, went to Charleston, South- 
43aroiioa, with a view of engaging in businesn. 
Meetiog.witb little encouragement at Cbarl^Hon, 

28* 
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force equal 1o the Wasp : they were called off 
to tlie assistance of the Avon, which sunk af- 
ter the surviving part of her crew was removed on 
board the other British vessels. Some accounts 
state that several of the crew of the Avon, who 
survived after the action, went down with her ; 
nor is this improbable, as they were heard asking 
assistance, crying out that their vessel was sinking. 
There was one more British vessel in company 
with the Avon, of which the Americans did not 
get sight. The Wasp lost two men killed, and 
one man wounded. The loss of the enemy must 
have been very great ; and is said to have been 
acknowledged to amount to 30 men killed and 
wounded. 

The enemy reported, that they bad sunk tlie 
Wasp by the first broadside ; but she was after- 
wards spoken by a vessel off the Western Isles, 
since which, nothing has been heard of the Wasp ; 
she must of course, have been lost at sea. Had 
she been attacked or defeated by the enemy, lie 
would not fail to boast of the victory ; it is then 
but reasonable to conclude, that she was lost by 
some of those accidents which prudence could not 
effectually guard against, or bravery resist. 

But whatever may have been the fate of Blake- 
ley, this much is certain, — that he will, to use his 
own expression, ^ be classed among those names 
that stand so high.' The lustre of his exploits, 
not less than the interest excited by those who re- 
membered how, in his very boyhood, he was 
left, as he says, without a single being around him 
with whom he could claim kindred blood, — how, 
by his merit be obtained friends, and conferred 
honour on that country which was not only his 
parent, but which has become the parent of his 
only child, — and how, last of all, he perished, God 
only knows how or where^ — has all .given to hi5 
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character, his history, his achievements, and his 
fate, a romantic interest, marking the name of 
Blakeley for lasting and affectionate remem- 
brance. 

Captain Blakeley was married, in 1813, to 
Miss Jane Hoobe, the daughter of his father's 
old friend, Mr. Hoope of New- York ; and has left 
an only daughter. The Legislature of North- 
Carolina, on the 27th December, 1816, resolved 
unanimously, ** that Captain Blakeley's child be 
educated at the expense of this state ; and that 
Mrs. Blakeley be requested to draw on the treas- 
urer of this state, from, time to time, for such sums 
of money as shall be required for the education of 
said child." 

Captain Blakeley was rather below the middle 
stature, his countenance was intelligent and ani- 
mated, his manners mild and unassuming, and his 
person handsome : his prominent traits were gra* 
titude for the smallest favour conferred on him ; a 
love of glory ; and a desire to render conspicuous 
services to his country. That country has lost 
DO officer of more worth, and no citizen more de-^ 
serving of its regret than Captain Blakeley. 



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 

JAMES LAUDEBDALG. 

This distinguished patriot and soldier was a 
native of Virginia, and descended of one of the 
most ancient and respectable families of that state. 
He removed, with his father's family, to West 
Tennessee, where, by his practice as a surveyor, 
and by his industry, he, in a short time, acquired 
a handsome fortune. 

In 1803, when a large force was ordered from 
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docty in that successful expedition, merited^aud re* 
ceived the highest commendation. 

The bravery, skill, and good conduct of Colonel 
Lauderdale were most conspicuous at the battle 
of Talladega, on the morning of the 9th Novem- 
ber, 1813. Unfortunately, while at the head of 
bis Regiment, encouraging their valour by his ex^ 
ample, he received a wound which disabled him 
from continuing in the field. 

After the battle of Talladega, an alarming de-» 
gree of mutiny broke out among the troops. Co-* 
lonel Lauderdale contributed all the influence, 
which his exhausted strength would permit him to 
exercise, in repressing it : thus evincing, that, to 
sup|>oi*t the honour and best interest of his coun- 
try, was the consider^ition of most importance in 
his mind. When informed that his Regiment, led 
by the Colonel commandant, who was his friend 
and relation, had abandoned its post, he exclaim* 
ed, '^ would to God, the ball which confines me, 
had passed through my head, that I might not 
have lived to witness the dishonour of my country* 
men and friends." 

Scarcely had the Creek war been brought to a 
successful issue, when the people of Tennessee 
were again invited to defend the Southern portion 
of the States, against the menaced attack of a Bri- 
tish enemy. Colonel Lauderdale, though still 
sufifering under his wounds, was again foremost in 
tendering his services. Being ^appointed to the 
command of a regiment, be continued to display 
all the qualities of an able officer, and an ardent 
patriot, on this expedition to Pensacola. 

.This duty being performed, a part of General 
Coffee's brigade, in which was included the regi- 
ment of Colonel Lauderdale, was ordered to Ba- 
ton Rouge, there to recruit their horses, and be in 
readiness to march to whatever point might be* 
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come the most exposed. The patriotism of Lau« 
dei-dale was not destined to rest in quietude. It 
was not long before the enemy was discovered to 
have entered the Lake Borgne, and to be advanc- 
ing toward New-Orleans. The troops at Baton 
Rouge were ordered to march. In two days, af- 
ter receiving the order, they reached the neigh- 
bourhood of the city, a distance of one hundred 
and twenty miles. Never was a forced march 
more necessary, or attended with more important 
effects. It was the means of saving; New-Orleans. 

Scarcely bad this force arrived, when Genera! 
Jackson learned that the enemy debarked, and 
had occupied a position about seven miles below 
the city. He resolved to attack him, and relied 
much on General Coffee's brigade, the left of 
which was confided to the brave Colonel Lauder- 
dale. General Jackson commenced the attack 
with his regulars and artillery, on the extreme 
right, and the fire was extended to the leH;, when 
the right of General Coffee's brigade came in 
contact with the enemy. At this moment. Colo- 
nel Lauderdale, on the left, was seen animating 
his men, and, in the most gallant manner, leading 
them into action. But a few rounds bad been 
fired when he received a musket ball in the head, 
which immediately terminated his life. 

Lauderdale was found on the field of battle, 
with his sword firmly grasped, thus evincing in 
the agonies of death, that determined courage 
which had marked the whole course of his life. — 
Having been buried on the battle-ground, it was 
an early care of the commanding general to have 
his remains taken up, and interred, with the ho- 
nors of war, in the Protestant burial ground in 
the city of New-Orleans. 

fINIS. 
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